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Safety Tip
By Scott Mashburn

One of the most unpredictable and dangerous things cyclists
deal with other than traffic is dogs. Here we are, just enjoying a
leisurely ride in the countryside and all of a sudden we're lying
on our backs with our body and bike in disrepair. Every cyclist
has had a run in with dogs and in most cases the encounter is
uneventful. I have a story about a face off with a coyote you
might find interesting in another issue, but today I'm going to
focus on the canine issue.
The greatest danger when approaching a dog is it getting tangled
up in your machine. Most of the time the dog is not going to bite
unless you do something to provoke him...like kick at his face.
This will get his attention and help you lose a valuable part of
your anatomy...namely everything below the knee on the
offending leg. Generally, they are just getting their kicks chasing
these strange creatures that roll by occasionally. You would be
bored too if all you had to do was lie around the yard all day. So
how is the best way to handle "Fido?" One of the most popular
ways is to take out your water bottle and splash power drink into
his face. That will usually make them turn and run away. Or
better yet, carry a can of that "mace for dogs" and use that to
discourage him. Another great deterrent is to reach down and
take your tire pump and swing it to make him think twice about
chasing you. But who carries long tire pumps any more. Or, you
could just kick him in the face, ignoring the possibility that he
may want to strike back because now you have really given him
something to bite at!
As you're reading this, I hope you don't think I'm serious about
the validity of any of these techniques. These techniques may
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cause other problems and simply add more danger to an already
hazardous situation. As I said before, these animals are usually
just playing and get too close, which causes accidents. If you are
spraying, kicking, and being overly distracted by their barking
and chasing, then you aren't concentrating on the most important
thing...bike control and your surrounding environment. It is very
important to keep control at all costs...not using one hand off the
handlebars to spray at the animal. Especially, if you're riding in a
group! Now you are a greater hazard than the dog! Also, if you
are focusing all your attention on the dog while swinging and
spraying and such, you're not aware of the surrounding traffic
which can get you in deeper trouble.
Well then, what is the best way to handle this situation you
might ask. First, if the animal doesn't have a good angle on you,
that is, it is behind your path, simple keep riding. You may enjoy
the sprint practice. The dog is not really a threat if he is behind
you or in the grass behind you. But, some of those little guys can
really run and if they get in front of you you'd better back off
because he could turn into your path at any time. If you are in a
pack of riders, be sure all the riders can stay in front of the
animal. I've found that usually the pooch will chase and fall in
behind the first rider, which puts him right in the middle of the
rest of the bikers, so beware! If the dog has any chance of
getting in your path, slow down and proceed with caution. Alert
any other riders in your group that there's a dog ahead and you're
slowing. Remember, we're not going to squirt or kick. We
simply are going to slow and use a firm tone of voice to confront
the dog. You don't have to yell at the top of your voice, but you
should use a firm tone. Sometimes even the dumbest dog has
learned the word “no”. I've found this to be the most effective
way to keep the animal in the yard. For the most part, dogs won't
be aggressive unless they are in "their" territory. Strays out in
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the country usually run from someone who uses an aggressive
tone of voice. If you do feel that the animal is going to be
belligerent, then my advice is to stop the bike, and get
off...keeping the bike between you and the dog. This is an
extreme measure, but it beats crashing. I've only had to get off
my bike once to confront a dog, and then I was petting him
before I got back on.
I guess the bottom line is to use good sense and caution when
around dogs and other animals. If you frequently ride the same
routes where the same dog practices the same annoying chasing
habits time after time then consider contacting the homeowner
directly or through the police to ask them to restrain the dog.
Homeowners can be held liable for injuries and damages caused
by their dog’s behavior.

!
Remember, it's always easier and quicker to regroup after
slowing down to get around Fido than to fix a broken bike,
bones, or wait for an ambulance!
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Safety Tip
An Alternative View
submitted by Ernie Coose

Study: 90% of Bike Accidents Preventable by Buying Car Like
a Normal Person
WASHINGTON—Saying it was a simple but effective
measure to reduce potentially deadly incidents, a study
published Monday by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration found that 90 percent of bike accidents could
be prevented by buying a car like a normal person. “Our data
confirm that the vast majority of cyclist injuries can be avoided
simply by driving an automobile instead of biking around like
some weirdo,” said lead researcher Dr. Laura Gafferty, adding
that while bicycle riding was perfectly acceptable for children
under 12, it was not recommended for any actual grown-up
who wasn’t competing in the Tour de France or similar event
where it wasn’t completely ridiculous. “Regular people drive
cars because it’s the normal and not the abnormal thing to do.
If every cyclist purchased and operated a car like you’re
supposed to as an adult, bike fatalities would drop an
estimated 40 percent within six months alone.” Gafferty went
on to say that people who biked for exercise should consider
driving to a gym and using a stationary bike facing a wall of
televisions like everyone else. A Dallas area cyclist who has
personally studied several accidents from the pavement
looking up, added "Our research indicates tandem cyclists
can double these results. We do everything twice as well."
Credit where credit is due: This news is from 'The Onion'
website, with a minor edit.
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Dates Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, February 11, 2018
Time: 5:30
Location: Blue Mesa Grill 14866 Montfort Drive
Addison, Texas
We’ll start the evening off with a social hour to reconnect with your
DATES friends. There will be a cash bar available for each team to run
their own tab.
A dinner buffet will then be served. The cost is $25 per person, which
includes iced tea, water, and sodas. Reserve your place by sending a
check by February 8, 2018, payable to DATES, to David Dres, 6923
Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240.
At the meeting, we will elect new officers for the 201 year. There will be
a slate of officers prepared, but if you would like to make additional
nominations, please let Harry Thompson know harrythompson1234@gmail.com - or nominations can be made from the
floor that night.
The officer positions are:
DATES Coordinators
Ride Coordinators
Newsletter Editor
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Coordinator

Hope you can make it and we look forward to seeing all of
you!!
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DATES Officers for 2018
Harry Thompson
From the DATES Bylaws: “Section 5.3 NOMINATING
COMMITTEE: A nominating committee may be established by
DATES prior to the annual meeting of the members. The
purpose of this committee is to qualify and nominate candidates
for the club offices. The Nominating Committee shall publish
and distribute their nominations prior to the annual meeting.
Before the election at the annual meeting, additional
nominations from the floor shall be permitted. Members of the
Board of Directors may not serve on the Nominating
Committee.”
The Board has asked me to be the nominating committee.
DATES has six elected positions that constitute the DATES
Board of Directors: DATES Coordinators, DATES-Line Editors,
Ride Coordinators, Membership Coordinators, Treasurers, and
Secretaries. These are one-year terms, and as usual at the
DATES annual meeting we will be electing officers for 2018.
Although the meeting is not until Sunday, February 11, it is not
too soon to be thinking about the positions.
Each position on the Board of Directors is filled by a tandem
couple. The titles are self-explanatory, but officially the officers
shall perform the duties prescribed by the bylaws. The bylaws
can be found at our website under the Members Stuff tab. The
officers meet several times a year in an informal setting.
All officers have agreed to remain in their current positions:
Scott and Mindy Mashburn as DATES Coordinators, Nancy and
John Griswold as DATES-Line Editors, Ernie and Regina Coose
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as Ride Coordinators, Kevin and Linda Vinson as Membership
Coordinators, David Dres and Mary Jackson as Treasurers, and
Glenn and Barbara Rudolph as Secretaries.
Although our current officers have agreed to continue in these
positions, our bylaws allow for additional nominations. If you
are interested in any of the positions, please contact me
HarryThompson1234@gmail.com

Request for Ride Pictures
Call for 2017 pictures. Send us pictures from your favorite
riding experiences in 2017. We will put together a
presentation to be shown at the annual meeting. Let us know
where the picture was taken and whether it was taken at a
rally, on a vacation etc. so we can include this in the
presentation. If there are people in the picture we may know
then identify them, if you wish. Also, send your picture
whether or not you are able to attend the meeting. BUT WE
WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU ATTEND ON FEBRUARY 11.
Send your pictures to smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
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DATES Annual Christmas
Lights Ride
Hosted by Linda & Kevin Vinson
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
Sunday December 17th, 2017

Even though December 2016 was the first year to have the
DATES Annual Christmas Lights Ride in the White Rock area,
due to bad weather, 2017 was the first year to actually ride the
route. The weather came through for us this past December 17 .
There were 11 teams total that attended the ride. The agenda
called for us to gather at The Lot restaurant parking lot at 5:00 PM
for a 5:30 PM start. Once everyone had gathered and they had
their tandems ready, we took the official ride photo.
th

It’s always great seeing the decorated tandems. Once the photo
was verified we made our way out of the parking lot and onto the
Santa Fe Trail. Below is a capture of the route.
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As you can see from the capture above, our route was going to take
us north along the Santa Fe Trail all the way to the “T. & P. Hill” on
White Rock Lake. From there we caught Lawther Drive and made
our way west where we started traversing the neighborhoods near
White Rock Lake. The reason for the change from Highland Park to
White Rock Lake was due to a lot of motorist traffic, numerous
horse-drawn carriages and the long wait at Chuy’s on Knox Street.
Everyone enjoyed seeing the Christmas lights in Highland Park but
Linda and I felt we really needed to look elsewhere. White Rock
Lake was the first area to come to mind. Granted, the Christmas
lights were pretty grand in some areas of Highland Park but we
really discovered some hidden gems at White Rock Lake. The thing
Linda and I most enjoyed were the homes that had so much
character. I think everyone that attended the ride felt we had made
the right decision.
The weather was perfect for a 9.82 mile ride. You can see in the
capture above that the ride time temperature was 50 degrees.
Balmy! As for the ride, we did have a couple of missed turns but
overall it was a great ride. Another benefit of the new ride location,
we only had one major road to cross and that was Abrams Road and
we only had to cross it twice. Unfortunately, we did not get any
pictures of the Christmas lights. Maybe I need a GoPro for my
birthday. J
Once we made our way through the neighborhoods we returned to
the “T. & P. Hill” area where we jumped on the Santa Fe Trail and
headed south back to The Lot parking lot. Once everyone loaded up
their tandems we adjourned to The Lot restaurant where the staff
had a private dining area awaiting us. The staff did an excellent job
of serving 22 people. The food was great and the White Elephant
gift exchange was a lot of fun.
One of the couples that joined us for the ride were Allen & Laura
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Moyer of Coldspring, Texas down near Houston. They were going
to be in the DFW area visiting friends so they decided to participate
in the ride. They brought along their Alaskan Malamute named
Koda. He was a beautiful dog and so friendly. The Lot is dog
friendly so Koda was able to join us for dinner. He was go good!

Thank you to the following couples for coming out for the ride!
1. Ernie & Regina Coose
2. Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee
3. Lee (Santa Claus) & Beckie (Mrs. Claus) Wilson
4. Mike & Sue Baker
5. Allen & Laura Moyer
6. Harry & Janette Thompson
7. Stuart Rogers & Keri Bloomer
8. Steve & Lisa Bandy
9. Scott & Mindy Mashburn
10. Barry & Karen Zajac
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Europe
North America
Small Groups
3 & 4 Star Hotels

Tandems Only
1 & 2 Week Tours
20 Years Experience
30-60 Miles per Day
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DATES RIDES & ACTIVITIES
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

Annual
Meeting

2/11

2018
Southwest
Tandem
Rally

4/(19
-22),
2018

START
TIME

5:30

START
PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DETAILS

Scott &
Melinda
Mashburn

Smashfamily
@sbcglobal.net

See page 6

HOTT
Houstonians
on Tandems
Together

--

Details to follow

Blue
Mesa
Grill,
Addison

DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general
good of the tandem community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All
comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions. Generally, monthly issues are e-mailed by the
end of the previous month. Notices and articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next issue.
Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $35 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $35;
July – Oct $16. Teams joining in November or December pay $35 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

DATES-LINE EDITORS

John & Nancy Griswold

972-913-4904 (h

nancyqgriswold@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Ernie and Regina Coose
Linda & Kevin Vinson

469-520-7615 (h)
972.625-6110 (h)

TREASURERS

David Dres & Mary Jackson

972.489-7671 (h).

_______________________________
SECRETARY
WEB SITE

coosefamily@gmail.com
vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
maryjackso99@gmail.comp
David.dres@gmail.com

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph
Kevin & Linda Vinson

972-390-2724 (h)
Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com
admin@doubledates.com
www.doubledates.com
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