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Safety Tip
By John Griswold

Ever cognizant that we are the little guys on a road full of monster
trucks and SUVs, we all know that in the wink of an eye we can be
headed down the road at speeds we never imagined…on the front
bumper of someone’s vehicle. Case in point, on David and Mary’s
Greek Festival Ride this September, our group pulled to a stop at
Walnut Hill Lane and had a rather lengthy wait for cross traffic. Team
Griswold, less one, saw the last car in a pack slow down and put on his
blinker for a turn onto the street we were on, and John rose up on his
pedals for a sprint across as the motorist decided he didn’t want to turn
and hit his gas pedal. Close call for a short ride!
In Los Angeles, a cyclist was standing at a light and a distracted
motorist plowed into the back of her bike. High on adrenaline, the
cyclist refused medical treatment and accepted a ride home with her
crushed bike, content that the police’s assurance that they’d file a report
was all that was necessary. NOT! As the adrenaline wore off, the
cyclist realized she had some serious injuries. None as devastating as
that the motorist sued her claiming she had “backed” into them. The
cyclist then found that the police had not filed any reports. And no
attorneys were interested in her case. It took years of battle to prove
her innocence and get restitution. This cyclist has now built a website,
www.bikewoke.com, to inform cyclists on what to do before it happens
to them, what to do when it happens, and who to turn to.
For cyclists like DATES, this website is a must read. It’s a site you need
to add to your bookmarks. If you have escaped years without any
serious injury cycling, you are the lucky one. For those of you that did it
to yourself, there is a bit in here to help you. If you are one of us who
has felt the cold steel of an automobile on your flesh or the awful rush
as your bike is knocked forward or suddenly changes direction, this is a
MUST read. It shall be in my phone for future access.
www.bikewoke.com
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Dates Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, February 11, 2018
Time: 5:30
Location: Blue Mesa Grill
I know this seems early to plan but we are a busy bunch. It's time
to put this on your calendar. Register your votes for officers for the
year and visit with your DATES friends at this no drop dinner.
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HALLOWEEN RIDE
DATE: OCTOBER 28-29, 2017
TIME: RIDE START 9 AM
STARTING LOCATION: PURTIS CREEK STATE PARK,
EUSTICE,TX TO TYLER
ROUTE OPTIONS: SATURDAY 51/57/68 MILES
SUNDAY 47/60 MILES
RIDE LEADERS: SCOTT AND MINDY MASHBURN
Actions Required if you want to do this ride:
1. Let Mindy know ASAP if you plan to attend so she knows
how many lunches to order for Sunday
2. Make your hotel reservations. Mindy has blocked 14
rooms at the Comfort Suites in Tyler for Saturday night.
The cost is $90. Call 903-534-1113
3. Get your bike decorations & costumes ready
It’s that time of year again to mark your calendars for the DATES
Annual Halloween Ride. It will be pretty much the same as years
past, but we may tweek the route a bit. We will start in Purtis
Creek State Park in Eustice Texas, about an hour from Dallas,
and ride to Tyler. We will pass through the scenic towns of Ben
Wheeler (hitting it just in time for the annual Hog Festival parade)
and then on to Edom for lunch and browsing the quaint shops and
galleries.
There is NO SAG, so you will have to tote your overnight gear,
food, water, tools, etc…. The famous happy hour will take place
again. So bring a snack to share and your beverage of choice.
Tyler is now “wet”, so you can buy your booze.There are many
restaurants within walking distance of the hotel for dinner after.
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The Eleventh Annual
Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 13-15, 2017
Clarksville, Texas
The following is information put out by the Clarksville Chamber of
Commerce. Although not an official DATES function, many of our
members participate in this enjoyable ride.
Last year, the Tenth Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour proved to be
one of our most enjoyable years as many of our cycling friends and family joined us for
this special celebration. One of the highlights was moving the venue for our evening
meals and social time to the Lennox House. We are happy to announce that the
Lennox House will again serve as the location for our evening meals and social events.
We will also have a guided tour of the Lennox House on Saturday night. So, for those
of you that were here to enjoy last year’s event, we hope you will come back and join us
again this year. And, for those that weren’t able to make it last year, you will have
another opportunity to share the Lennox House, while you visit with your cycling friends
and family during the Eleventh Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour.
This historic home located at 601 West Broadway, Clarksville, Texas was completed in
1897 by Charles David Lennox, Sr. and his wife Sallie Bagby Lennox. Mrs. Lennox’s
grandfather, Albert Hamilton Latimer, was a signer of the Texas Declaration of
Independence. The Lennox family amassed their wealth in banking, ranching, farming,
timber and later oil and gas production. The home is built in the Victorian style known
as Queen Anne. Renovations in 1917 added the portico, the downstairs sunroom,
upstairs sleeping porch and garage, as well as adding the tile on the porch. The home
is decorated much as a family home would be and is very livable. All contents in the
home are Lennox family items and include items from their travels throughout the
western United States. The home is now owned by the Red River County Historical
Society.
Entertainment will be provided by the always spectacular Don Pierce. There will be an
open bar (beer and wine) both evenings at no additional cost. The Lennox House will
open at 6:00 each evening and dinner will be served at 7:30.
Accommodations are available at the Courthouse Inn and the Red River Inn, although
some rooms may have already been booked. There are also several options available
for anyone interested in bringing a camper. There are camper pads and hook-ups
at Langford Lake (about a half mile north of town) and next to the Old Jail (in the
general vicinity of the Courthouse Inn).
The registration fee of $110 covers the evening meals on both Friday and Saturday,
entertainment on both Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar (beer and wine) on
both Friday and Saturday evenings, and breakfast both Saturday and Sunday for those
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staying at the Red River Inn. Participants will be responsible for their own lodging and
for lunch.
Schedule:
Friday (10/13)
Check-in/Registration will be any time after 12:00 at the Historic Red River County
Chamber of Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square). Additional directions will be
provided at registration to specific accommodations depending on preference (B & B/
Red River Inn/Campsites).
A short ride of 20-30 miles will be planned for Friday afternoon, with no specific start
time.
The Lennox House will be open for mingling and getting acquainted at 6:00, and Don
Pierce will be on hand to provide our entertainment. Also, there will be an open bar
throughout the evening. Also, registration will continue at the Lennox House for anyone
arriving after 5:00.
Saturday (10/14)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at
the Red River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River
Inn.
Ride Details-we will hold a mass start at 9:00. While there will be a mass start, riders
who want to start earlier or later will have that option (anytime between 8:30 to 10:00).
Two ride distances will be available with approximate distances of 50 and 75 miles. (If
anyone would like a shorter route, please email me, and we can include a shorter
loop). Red River County is reasonably flat, but very scenic and fun to ride with minimal
traffic. The routes will be a marked and SAGed with rest stops every 20-25 miles.
Dinner will be catered and will be served at 7:30, but please come early to enjoy the
entertainment and visit with friends. The Lennox House will open at 6:00 and a tour will
be provided at 6:30.
Sunday (10/15)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at
the Red River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River
Inn.
Ride Details-The ride on Sunday will start at 9:00 and will cover a distance of 25-35
miles.
Breakfast and ride start times are the same for both Saturday and Sunday.
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Accommodations:
The Courthouse Inn Bed & Breakfast located in downtown Clarksville is the most
charming option. Space is limited to 6 teams. Call 903-427-0801 or 903-571-0494 to
make your reservations. Please indicate that you will be participating in the Tandem
Rally as they have blocked all rooms for us for the weekend.
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They
offer remodeled and nonsmoking rooms-some with mini refrigerators and microwaves.
The rooms aren't plush, but they are nice and clean. We have many tour participants
that routinely stay there.
Camping at Langford Lake or the Old Jail should be coordinated with the City
of Clarksville (903-427-3834 or 903-427-3836). Langford Lake is a reservoir owned by
the City of Clarksville, and it is located just north of town. The area surrounding the lake
has undergone many improvements over the last several years. There are 12 concrete
camper pads and hookups located on the northwest side of the lake in a nice secluded
area. Also, the city has developed 3 camper sites next to the Old Jail near the
Courthouse Inn.
Support:
Saturday and Sunday rides will include SAG support and directional signage on the
route. Rest stops will be provided at 20-25 mile intervals on Saturday only. Maps will be
provided for all routes.
Cost:
$110 per team which includes dinner both Friday and Saturday, entertainment both
Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar both Friday and Saturday evenings,
breakfast both Saturday and Sunday mornings as noted, SAG support and directional
signage Saturday and Sunday, rest stops on Saturday, great maps, and virtually no
traffic. I wanted to share a quick note on costs. The purpose of this ride since its
inception has been to provide a great event for tandem enthusiasts, and to promote
tourism in Red River County. The ride has been, and continues to be, operated on a
100% break even basis. In order to avoid costs associated with late cancellations, there
will be no refunds for cancellations received after October 1st. We are also requesting
that registration fees be submitted at the time of registration.
Registration:
Thanks to Laura Dial and our Chamber of Commerce Directors, our registration process
has been completely automated. The link to the Chamber website is noted below. The
Chamber website includes additional links for registration, payment, information, and
our Facebook page.
http://redrivercoc.com/2010/12/31/bicycling-fall-tandem-tour/
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A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Registration is limited to the first thirty teams registering.
Contact Information:
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Laura Dial 903-427-2645
(redrivercc@yahoo.com)
101 N. Locust
Clarksville, TX 75426
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rrowley1885@gmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-7165 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Information on Clarksville and Red River County:
Population is 3,500 and 12,000, respectively. Clarksville was founded in 1833 and Red
River County was the gateway into Texas for the first settlers including Davy Crockett
and Sam Houston. The roads are well maintained, reasonably flat, with only minor to
modest traffic.
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DATES Greek Food Festival Ride
Sunday September 24th, 2017
Ride Hosted by Mary Jackson & David Dres

Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
Prior to today, Linda and I had never been to the Dallas Greek
Food Festival and we missed last year’s edition of the DATES
Greek Food Festival Ride. We didn’t want to miss this year’s
ride. For those of you that have never attended the Dallas
Greek Food Festival, below is a link to the official website.
http://www.greekfestivalofdallas.com/
The plan called for everyone to meet at Mary’s house which just
happens to be in walking distance of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church where the Dallas Greek Food Festival is held
each year which at 61 years. The ride was slated to start at 8:30
AM. This ride was designated as a “social ride”. Once
everyone had their tandems ready; except for John Griswold
who was riding his single since Nancy was in Wisconsin with
her mother; we gathered for a group picture.
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Mindy & Scott went a step further by riding to the start.
As you can see, we had a good turnout for this ride. Once the
picture was taken we headed south down Hillcrest toward
downtown Dallas and Trinity Grove. Let me state right now that
this was a great route. The loop was just under 30 miles. Below
is a picture of the route.
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Using the map above as a reference the loop was a counter
clockwise loop. For Linda and me, we recognized some of the
route from our days riding with GBD, the DATES Christmas
Lights Ride and also Lee & Beckie Wilson’s “Tour of the Stars”
ride and most recently, their urban ride on the trails of Dallas.
Riding through such areas as Preston Hollow, University Park,
Highland Park and Uptown provided all of us with a lot to see
and enjoy. We had a nice pace line with two lines. It was nice
seeing and catching up with everyone. When I told Mary &
David how much I was enjoying the route they reminded me
that it’s basically the same route as the DATES St. Patrick’s Day
Ride. I guess Linda and I are long overdue for that ride.
The goal of the ride was to make our way down to Trinity Grove
for a rest stop and then continue the loop back to the start where
all of us would attend the festival. Once we hit Uptown we
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traveled along Turtle Creek to Reverchon Park. We picked up
the path in Reverchon Park and took it to the Katy Trail. From
there we headed south to where the trail empties out near the
American Airline Center.
From there we made our way to the pedestrian bridge that goes
over the Trinity River. It was here that we encountered
participants of the “Run 4 Palestine” event. They had a really
good turnout. People were very friendly as we passed. It was
neat seeing everyone out. Once across the bridge it was on to
Trinity Grove for a rest stop.
After about 10 minutes we were back on the tandems where we
backtracked across the pedestrian bridge and through the Victory
area where we caught the Katy Trail. As is always the case,
there were a lot of people on the Katy Trail. Linda reminded
that she wants to run the Katy Trail sometime. We cut through
Reverchon Park again where we caught Turtle Creek. It wasn’t
until we hit Highland Park that the route changed going back
north.
I always enjoy riding through the SMU campus. Like the
segment down to Trinity Grove, the segment going back to the
start was just as scenic. In regards to car traffic, it was light for
the most part. Once everyone arrived back at the start it was
time to change into our festival clothes. We made the short walk
over to the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church. Entry into the
festival is $6.00 per person and then you buy your tickets/
coupons for the food and drinks.
After purchasing our tickets/coupons we made our way to the
food tent for lunch. We arrived at a good time. The lines were
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very short. As for the food and speaking just for Linda and me,
it was very good. It wasn’t long and that food tent was crowded.
During our lunch there was entertainment that featured kids of
various ages performing traditional Greek dances in traditional
Greek clothing. It was neat seeing the kids perform.
We ventured out from the food tent and took in the rest of the
festival which included a tour of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church. Linda and I were the last ones to leave the
festival since our vehicle was the last vehicle sitting in front of
Mary’s house. Our first visit to the festival was very nice. It
was great seeing everyone. Thank you to Mary & David for
leading a great ride.
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Europe
North America
Small Groups
3 & 4 Star Hotels

Tandems Only
1 & 2 Week Tours
20 Years Experience
30-60 Miles per Day
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DATES RIDES & ACTIVITIES
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

Halloween
ride

10/28
-29

2018
Southwest
Tandem
Rally

4/(19
-22),
2018

START
TIME

START
PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

9 AM

Purtis
Creek
State
Park

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

HOTT
Houstonians
on Tandems
Together

--

DETAILS

Details on
page 4

Details to follow

DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general
good of the tandem community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All
comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions. Generally, monthly issues are e-mailed by the
end of the previous month. Notices and articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next issue.
Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $35 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $35;
July – Oct $16. Teams joining in November or December pay $35 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

DATES-LINE EDITORS

John & Nancy Griswold

972-913-4904 (h

nancyqgriswold@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Ernie and Regina Coose
Linda & Kevin Vinson

469-520-7615 (h)
972.625-6110 (h)

TREASURERS

David Dres & Mary Jackson

972.489-7671 (h).

_______________________________

coosefamily@gmail.com
vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
maryjackso99@gmail.comp
David.dres@gmail.com

_______________________________
SECRETARY
WEB SITE

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph
Kevin & Linda Vinson

972-390-2724 (h)
Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com
admin@doubledates.com
www.doubledates.com
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