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Safety Tip

(Excerpt from National Transportation Safety website)

As you might expect, when a crash occurs between motor vehicle and a bike, it is the
cyclist who is most likely to be injured. Bicyclists accounted for 2 percent of all traffic
deaths and 2 percent of all crash-related injuries in 2014. Bicyclist deaths occurred most
often between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. (20%) and in urban areas (71%). The vast majority of
bicyclists killed were male (88%) and the largest number of males injured were between
20 to 24 years old. About one in five bicyclists (21%) killed in crashes had blood alcohol
concentrations (BACs) of .08 grams per deciliter (g/dL) or higher, the illegal alcohol level
in all States. A large percentage of crashes can be avoided if motorists and cyclists
follow the rules of the road and watch out for each other.
DRIVE PREDICTABLY
BIKE RIDING SAFETY
RULES OF THE ROAD
By driving predictably, motorists get a sense of what you intend to do and can react
to avoid a crash.
Drive where you are expected to be seen, travel in the same direction as traffic and
signal and look over your shoulder before changing lane position or turning.
Avoid or minimize sidewalk riding. Cars don’t expect to see moving traffic on a sidewalk
and don’t look for you when backing out of a driveway or turning. Sidewalks sometimes
end unexpectedly, forcing the bicyclist into a road when a car isn’t expecting to look for
a bicyclist. If you must ride on the sidewalk remember to:
1
Check your law to make sure sidewalk riding is legal;
2
Watch for pedestrians;
3
Pass pedestrians with care by first announcing “on your left” or “passing on your
left” or use a bell;
4
Ride in the same direction as traffic. This way, if the sidewalk ends, you are
already riding with the flow of traffic. If crossing a street, motorists will look left,
right, left for traffic. When you are to the driver’s left, the driver is more likely to
see you;
5
Slow and look for traffic (left-right-left and behind) when crossing a street from a
sidewalk; be prepared to stop and follow the pedestrian signals; and
6
Slow down and look for cars backing out of driveways or turning.
This is much better but too long to insert. It's How Not to Get Hit by Cars and they
describe the content as “not your standard lame bike safety page”

http://bicyclesafe.com/
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Greek Festival Ride
Date: Sunday, September 24, 2017
Time: 8:30
Start Location: 6923 Alpha Rd, Dallas
Ride Length: 30 mi ride to Trinity Groves and back
Ride Leaders: Mary Jackson and David Dres

This will be a social ride.
Greek Festival
We'll finish riding by noon and then walk across the street to the
Greek Festival for lunch! Folks can grab early parking spots for
the festival near our house on Alpha Rd.
Festival goers will need to buy a $6 ticket at the door or online.
Details on the festival can be found here:
http://www.greekfestivalofdallas.com/
Questions? Contact:
Mary - maryjackson99@gmail.com
David - ddres@eabcoinc.com
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HALLOWEEN RIDE
DATE: OCTOBER 28-29, 2017
TIME: RIDE START 9 AM
STARTING LOCATION: PURTIS CREEK STATE PARK,
EUSTICE,TX TO TYLER
ROUTE OPTIONS: SATURDAY 51/57/68 MILES
SUNDAY 47/60 MILES
RIDE LEADERS: SCOTT AND MINDY MASHBURN
It’s that time of year again to mark your calendars for the DATES
Annual Halloween Ride. It will be pretty much the same as years
past, but we may tweek the route a bit. We will start in Purtis
Creek State Park in Eustice Texas, about an hour from Dallas,
and ride to Tyler. We will pass through the scenic towns of Ben
Wheeler (hitting it just in time for the annual Hog Festival parade)
and then on to Edom for lunch and browsing the quaint shops and
galleries.
There is NO SAG, so you will have to tote your overnight gear,
food, water, tools, etc…. The famous happy hour will take place
again. So bring a snack to share and your beverage of choice.
Tyler is now “wet”, so you can buy your booze there (as long as
you are not looking for Dom Perignon). There are many
restaurants within walking distance of the hotel for dinner after.
There will be a block of rooms under the name of DATES at the
Comfort Inn and Suites. An email will be sent out when those
details are nailed down with more information.
So get your bike decorations and costumes out and plan to join
us!
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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The Eleventh Annual
Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 13-15, 2017
Clarksville, Texas
The following is information put out by the Clarksville Chamber of
Commerce. Although not an official DATES function, many of our
members participate in this enjoyable ride.
Last year, the Tenth Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour proved to be
one of our most enjoyable years as many of our cycling friends and family joined us for
this special celebration. One of the highlights was moving the venue for our evening
meals and social time to the Lennox House. We are happy to announce that the
Lennox House will again serve as the location for our evening meals and social events.
We will also have a guided tour of the Lennox House on Saturday night. So, for those
of you that were here to enjoy last year’s event, we hope you will come back and join us
again this year. And, for those that weren’t able to make it last year, you will have
another opportunity to share the Lennox House, while you visit with your cycling friends
and family during the Eleventh Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour.
This historic home located at 601 West Broadway, Clarksville, Texas was completed in
1897 by Charles David Lennox, Sr. and his wife Sallie Bagby Lennox. Mrs. Lennox’s
grandfather, Albert Hamilton Latimer, was a signer of the Texas Declaration of
Independence. The Lennox family amassed their wealth in banking, ranching, farming,
timber and later oil and gas production. The home is built in the Victorian style known
as Queen Anne. Renovations in 1917 added the portico, the downstairs sunroom,
upstairs sleeping porch and garage, as well as adding the tile on the porch. The home
is decorated much as a family home would be and is very livable. All contents in the
home are Lennox family items and include items from their travels throughout the
western United States. The home is now owned by the Red River County Historical
Society.
Entertainment will be provided by the always spectacular Don Pierce. There will be an
open bar (beer and wine) both evenings at no additional cost. The Lennox House will
open at 6:00 each evening and dinner will be served at 7:30.
Accommodations are available at the Courthouse Inn and the Red River Inn, although
some rooms may have already been booked. There are also several options available
for anyone interested in bringing a camper. There are camper pads and hook-ups
at Langford Lake (about a half mile north of town) and next to the Old Jail (in the
general vicinity of the Courthouse Inn).
The registration fee of $110 covers the evening meals on both Friday and Saturday,
entertainment on both Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar (beer and wine) on
both Friday and Saturday evenings, and breakfast both Saturday and Sunday for those
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staying at the Red River Inn. Participants will be responsible for their own lodging and
for lunch.
Schedule:
Friday (10/13)
Check-in/Registration will be any time after 12:00 at the Historic Red River County
Chamber of Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square). Additional directions will be
provided at registration to specific accommodations depending on preference (B & B/
Red River Inn/Campsites).
A short ride of 20-30 miles will be planned for Friday afternoon, with no specific start
time.
The Lennox House will be open for mingling and getting acquainted at 6:00, and Don
Pierce will be on hand to provide our entertainment. Also, there will be an open bar
throughout the evening. Also, registration will continue at the Lennox House for anyone
arriving after 5:00.
Saturday (10/14)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at
the Red River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River
Inn.
Ride Details-we will hold a mass start at 9:00. While there will be a mass start, riders
who want to start earlier or later will have that option (anytime between 8:30 to 10:00).
Two ride distances will be available with approximate distances of 50 and 75 miles. (If
anyone would like a shorter route, please email me, and we can include a shorter
loop). Red River County is reasonably flat, but very scenic and fun to ride with minimal
traffic. The routes will be a marked and SAGed with rest stops every 20-25 miles.
Dinner will be catered and will be served at 7:30, but please come early to enjoy the
entertainment and visit with friends. The Lennox House will open at 6:00 and a tour will
be provided at 6:30.
Sunday (10/15)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at
the Red River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River
Inn.
Ride Details-The ride on Sunday will start at 9:00 and will cover a distance of 25-35
miles.
Breakfast and ride start times are the same for both Saturday and Sunday.
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Accommodations:
The Courthouse Inn Bed & Breakfast located in downtown Clarksville is the most
charming option. Space is limited to 6 teams. Call 903-427-0801 or 903-571-0494 to
make your reservations. Please indicate that you will be participating in the Tandem
Rally as they have blocked all rooms for us for the weekend.
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They
offer remodeled and nonsmoking rooms-some with mini refrigerators and microwaves.
The rooms aren't plush, but they are nice and clean. We have many tour participants
that routinely stay there.
Camping at Langford Lake or the Old Jail should be coordinated with the City
of Clarksville (903-427-3834 or 903-427-3836). Langford Lake is a reservoir owned by
the City of Clarksville, and it is located just north of town. The area surrounding the lake
has undergone many improvements over the last several years. There are 12 concrete
camper pads and hookups located on the northwest side of the lake in a nice secluded
area. Also, the city has developed 3 camper sites next to the Old Jail near the
Courthouse Inn.
Support:
Saturday and Sunday rides will include SAG support and directional signage on the
route. Rest stops will be provided at 20-25 mile intervals on Saturday only. Maps will be
provided for all routes.
Cost:
$110 per team which includes dinner both Friday and Saturday, entertainment both
Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar both Friday and Saturday evenings,
breakfast both Saturday and Sunday mornings as noted, SAG support and directional
signage Saturday and Sunday, rest stops on Saturday, great maps, and virtually no
traffic. I wanted to share a quick note on costs. The purpose of this ride since its
inception has been to provide a great event for tandem enthusiasts, and to promote
tourism in Red River County. The ride has been, and continues to be, operated on a
100% break even basis. In order to avoid costs associated with late cancellations, there
will be no refunds for cancellations received after October 1st. We are also requesting
that registration fees be submitted at the time of registration.
Registration:
Thanks to Laura Dial and our Chamber of Commerce Directors, our registration process
has been completely automated. The link to the Chamber website is noted below. The
Chamber website includes additional links for registration, payment, information, and
our Facebook page.
http://redrivercoc.com/2010/12/31/bicycling-fall-tandem-tour/
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A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Registration is limited to the first thirty teams registering.
Contact Information:
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Laura Dial 903-427-2645
(redrivercc@yahoo.com)
101 N. Locust
Clarksville, TX 75426
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rrowley1885@gmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-7165 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Information on Clarksville and Red River County:
Population is 3,500 and 12,000, respectively. Clarksville was founded in 1833 and Red
River County was the gateway into Texas for the first settlers including Davy Crockett
and Sam Houston. The roads are well maintained, reasonably flat, with only minor to
modest traffic.
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Dates-line interview with Mindy Mashburn
On her Recent Trip to Majorca

So Mindy, why Majorca?
We chose Majorca because we had heard so many great things about it from others
who have gone. They used words like “cycling Mecca”, "unbelievable riding”, and
“cheap”!
You have ridden there twice within a several month timeframe. Is it really that much fun?
I went last May, as that is when the “camp” is held - the first 2 weeks of May every year,
and this year they are starting an October camp. I went with girlfriends and Scott saw
my pictures and wanted to come this year. We enlisted a few other friends to join us as
well. This is for single bikes though. I would not want to be on a tandem with all the
switchbacks and climbing! But as we know, Ernie and Regina Coose did it and loved it more power to ‘em!

Who puts this trip together? How is it organized?
There were probably 60 people there, mostly from Great Britain (Wales, Scotland,
England) and then all the Texans. A company out of Dallas owned by Diane Golden Fit4Adventure - puts the trip together. They house us in a very basic, but nice condo,
one block from the beach where all the bars and restaurants are (very important point!).
There is a pool and bar there (another important point if you are following my trend).
They feed you two meals a day. And then you have your choice of 4 or 5 rides a day
(according to your ability and speed) led by professional cyclists. There is always a stop
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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for coffee at some quaint cafe on a town square during the rides, and on the longer
rides (75-80 miles), we stop for lunch.
How were the bike routes?
The bike routes were wonderful! There is only one big city, Palma, and that is on the
opposite side of the island from where we were based. So there was minimal traffic and
those cars are so used to cyclists crowding their roads, that there seem to be no
incidents. They also know that cyclists are a huge boon to their economy since there
are many camps like ours going on all the time. However, the roads are winding, hilly,
and narrow - at times only enough room for a bike and one car to pass each other. It is
a mountainous island as well, so there is a lot of climbing on most rides. Our most
difficult ride was 86 miles with 8400 feet of climbing.The scenery makes it so worth it
though!! And then there is your reward of their fabulous food and usually a beer or
sangria waiting for you!
We sandwiched this trip between a visit to Madrid on the front end and then to
Barcelona after. A wonderful way to spend 2 weeks!
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Ride Report from Alan and Renee Kailer
The previous DATESLine had some articles about what other DATES members have
been doing over the summer. Renée and I have also taken some bike trips that we can
report on. We took two trips with the Bicycle Adventure Club, one in Northern
California and one in the Northwest Corner of the United States.
Our trip in May started in Davis California, a
quintessential college town. Before the start, the
leader had arranged a dinner and presentation
at the US Bicycling Hall of Fame and Museum.
The museum included exhibits of various bikes
all the way from a “running machine” and a
vintage tandem to some of Calfee's bamboo
singles and tandems.
The route for this trip was a loop going, first,
south and west from Davis to the coast and then
to the north then east back to Davis. The first
couple of days in Suisun City and Sonoma were warm, traversing walnut orchards and
other farmland. One of the highlights of the first couple
of days was crossing the bridge over the Carquinez
Strait, and imposing structure. In Sonoma, the exhibits
at the original fort and mission were very impressive
and informative about the history of the area. From
Sonoma, we went to Point Reyes Station, a very small
town on the coast. Renée and I did not ride out to Point
Reyes; it was very foggy that day and the lighthouse
was closed. Instead, we visited the Morgan Horse
breeding farm outside Point Reyes Station and did
some shopping in the town itself. We had a beautiful
room and view at the Point Reyes Seashore Lodge
there.
The next stop was Bodega Bay. One of its claims to fame is that Alfred Hitchcock's
movie "The Birds" was filmed there. We saw several pictures of the filming and a
reconstruction of a small part of the set. We arrived at Bodega Bay on Cinco de Mayo,
so our first stop, of course, had to be the only Mexican restaurant in town. We had a
layover day there, which we used to bike out to some of the smaller towns inland.
Others in the group rode along the coast on part of the next day’s route and reported
that it was extremely windy and cold and had very busy traﬃc. We were not looking
forward to the trip the next day. However, when we got ready to leave the next day, the
temperature was very pleasant, there was no wind, and it was Sunday morning, so
there was very little traﬃc.
We had a very enjoyable time riding along the coast and then turned inland toward
Windsor. Along the way, we visited Alexander's Wood, a large grove of sequoia trees
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that was very impressive. From Windsor, we went to St. Helena. Again, we had a
layover day. The leader had planned several rides in the area, but we took the
opportunity to visit some of the wineries in St. Helena. Although the trip went through
Napa and Sonoma Valleys, there were no plans for wine tasting or other wine-related
events. Although we are not nearly the wine connoisseurs that many DATES members
are, we did think that we needed to take at least one day for some wine tastings. We
visited the Beringer and Charles Krug wineries (which had a very impressive tasting
room) and Clif Family (of the Clif Bar) Wines.
However, the leader of this ride apparently is notorious for his interest in visiting
bakeries. Each day, he told us where the best bakery stops along the way were. He
had led similar rides previously for the Davis cycling club. On the last day returning to
Davis, we stopped at one of the bakeries he recommended and met some of the
members of the Davis cycling club. When we told them what we were doing and who
the leader was, they remarked “Oh, you're on the bakery tour.” Overall, the trip was
very enjoyable, the scenery was interesting and
varied, and the hotels that were selected for the
trip were first rate and very comfortable, including
several bed-and-breakfast type accommodations.
Of course, we also expanded the planned tour by
visiting several quilt shops along the way, which
the ride leader for some reason had not pointed
out.
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In July, we went on the Northwest Corner tour, beginning in Bellingham, Washington.
As reported in the last issue of the DATESLine, Regina and Ernie Coose were also on
this ride. However, unlike them, we did not attend the Northwest Tandem Rally the
weekend before the ride began. It was great to meet up again with some DATES
members, and to be able to ride several days with them. This ride was a bit unusual in
that it was not strictly a loop or point-to-point ride, but kind of wandered around the
Northwest Corner area. From Bellingham we went to Anacortes, along the famously
pretty Chuckanut Parkway.

From there, we went to Orcas Island, with a
stop en route at San Juan Island. On Orcas
Island, we stayed the Rosario Resort, which
was 14 miles from the ferry landing, over a
prodigious hill. We did not want to ride back
over the hill to get in to the main town on
the island on our layover day, so we hitched
a ride in the van that went along to carry our
luggage and spent the day in East Sound.
We had another beautiful view from our
room at the resort, of the Rosario harbor.

From Orcas Island, we took the ferry back
to Anacortes and then rode to LaConner,
home of a quilt museum that we had
visited a couple of years ago. The next day
we went Fairhaven, a quaint neighborhood
of Bellingham that was planned by a
philanthropist in the early 20th century. It
does not allow any chain stores and has a
nice village green where several
community activities are held throughout
the summer. Fairhaven was probably our
favorite stop of the ride.
After Fairhaven, we rode to Lynden, cutting the planned ride short to attend the
raspberry festival that was being held there that day. Upon arriving, we had raspberry
ice cream, raspberry muﬃns, raspberry poﬀertjes (a traditional Dutch dessert like a
small pancake with raspberry sauce), raspberry wine, and a raspberry margarita. At
that point, we decided we had better get some real food. There was also a very
impressive car show going on in connection with the raspberry festival that we spent
quite a bit of time walking through. Overall, our time in Lynden was very enjoyable. We
stayed at the Inn at Lynden, which was very accommodating to bicycles, including
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having several bicycles that guests could borrow to ride around the city. We didn't take
advantage of that service but it was great that they were able to do that.

Our next stop was in Harrison Hot Springs,
British Columbia, we spent two nights at the
Harrison Hot Springs Resort. The resort is
unusual in that it has exclusive access to the hot
springs, so only resort guests can use them. The
resort has several swimming pools of various
temperatures. The hot pool was very relaxing.
The town itself is located at the base of the lake,
which was very pretty, although somewhat
obscured by smoke from nearby forest fires.
During our layover day there, we took a hike
along the shore of the lake.
Our next stop was in Abbotsford,
British Columbia and then to the
Semiahmoo Resort near Bellingham,
Washington in our ride from
Abbotsford to Semiahmoo, we rode
a few miles right on the US Canada
border. There were actually two
parallel roads, not more than about
10 feet apart, with a ditch separating
them. The ditch was the border.
There were no fences or "walls"
along the border, but we did see
several cameras, high up on poles
along the road. Along the way, we
stopped at a couple of creameries
for raspberry ice cream and at the
International Peace Arch Park, which straddles the border.
The Semiahmoo Resort was very pretty.
Our room had a great view of the
sunset and as it was during our whole
trip, Mount Ranier was a constant
presence. On our last day, we returned
to Bellingham, stopping along the way
at an inauspicious-looking taco stand,
where we had some incredibly tasty
crab tacos.
The trip was very enjoyable. It was very
relaxed, not too diﬃcult, but with varied
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landscape, including farmland, lakes, mountains,
raspberry fields and the San Juan Islands.
I know that many of the DATES members are also
members of the Bicycle Adventure Club. For
those that are not, I would highly recommend their
tours. We had a great time. Also, it is interesting
that, as you go on more tours, you tend to run into
people that you know from previous tours, so you
are not always riding with a group of strangers on
each tour.
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The Copper Triangle Ride
by Jorge and Sophia Poliak

The copper triangle bicycle ride was brought up to my attention several years ago by my
niece. My brother who is 59 y/o has had Parkinson's disease since age 37 similar to
Davis Phinney, a former profesional road bicycle racer. And this ride is a fundraising for
Parkinson's disease.
The ride goes over three passes for a total elevation gain of 6100 ft. Sofia saw in their
web site that you could SAG the last summit (Vail Pass), so she went along and signed
us up.
We came to Colorado two weeks earlier to get used to the elevation and prolonged
climbs. Now about the Copper triangle ride. I was concerned about the weather,
specifically the cold. I hate riding in the cold!! And there is also the afternoon rain.
It's not a mass start and you are allowed to start at 0545. We started out at 0700 .
(Earlier would of had me decapitated)
The ride starts out in Copper Mountain and goes up Fremont pass towards Leadville.
Yes, you sweat going up and then once you reach the summit it's 9 miles or so down
hill. Which means COLD. We were prepared. Sofia and I had our merino wool beanie
hats and liner gloves. Since Sofia wears those sun protection long pants she was good,
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while I improvised. I wore my sun sleeves on my legs!! Oh I Forgot to mention that we
both wore our Castelli first layer under our jerseys and a wind breaker.
There are 3000 people trying to achieve the same goal. With Sofia socializing, the ride
up went by quickly. We arrived at the summit and Sofia could not believe we were there.
Colorado police do a great job protecting the riders from the traffic throughout the
whole ride. There are five well stocked rest stops along the way.
The second pass is Tenessee followed by Battle mountain on the way to Minturn.
Once there, it's 8 mile of a 2 to 3% climb to East Vail. After keeping me company and
riding 65 miles with 4100 ft of elevation gain, Sofia happily disembarked and got a lift
up the vail pass. I rode up and picked her up at the summit. She met me with the best
brownies. You see the last stop is known for the brownies!!( no, not Colorado brownies.
Just great gooey sweet delicious brownies!!!)
We regret that because of injuries Jeff and Darla Hollansworth from Arkansas, and Mark
and Laura Russel from Tucson could not join us. Glen and Barbara Rudolph did make it.
As per their usual they went by so fast, we did not get to see them!!
There were riders from 42 states and three foreign countries.
We definitely would recommend this ride. Challenging but very bike friendly.
After the ride, I brought up the triple bypass to Sofia. She was silent....
But did agree on doing this ride again!!
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Lynn Dexter of Tandem Bicycle Tours, Inc has asked to
advertise in the DATESLine so we asked her to tell us a little
more about her trips.
Tandem Bicycle Tours, Inc.
2018 European Tours
About Us:
Tandem Bicycle Tours, Inc. has been offering tours for tandem couples for more
than a decade. As past owners of Tandem Cycle Works, we love riding tandem
and sharing travel experiences with others like you. Typical ride distances are
40- 60 miles per day and we try to limit the climbing to NO MORE THAN 3500
feet per day. Our fully supported tours are limited to 15 couples and we work
with European guides on our international trips. We often stay more than 1
night in a town, to give you options for riding and relaxing.
Much more can be found on our website, so if you are interested in our tours,
please visit our site, give us a call or Contact Us. We hope you will consider
joining us on your next tandem adventure!
Tandem Bicycle Tours, Inc.
Lynn Dexter & Patrick Gibbons, Owners
E-Mail: TandemDoc@me.com
Web: TandemBicycleTours.com
Phone: 720-231-8207
Normandy & Brittany, France, June 17-July 1, 2018
This tour takes us to regions of France rich in history, going back to the days of
William the Conqueror and continuing over the millennium to the most famous
battles of WWII. After arrival in Paris, we transport you to Bagnoles-del'Orne for our first two nights where our travels begin. This charming thermal
spa town is set in the center of the Normandie-Maine Regional Nature Park in
south central Normandy.
Fougères, located on the border between Brittany and Normandy is our second
destination. Here you will find a magnificent castle dating from the Middle
Ages, a town center characterized by half-timbered houses built in medieval
times, and a 14th century belfry, the oldest in Brittany.
Leaving Fougères we head to the village of Dinan, no doubt one of the prettiest
in the Breton region. Dinan includes both a charming port located on the Rance
Estuary, and a beautifully preserved old town with cobbled streets lined with
shops and galleries selling locally made goods. Our lodging in Dinan is along the
port just a stone's throw from the Rance River.
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From Dinan we ride to St. Malo, a historic walled city that was rebuilt by the
Malouins, brick by brick, following its destruction during the second world war.
St. Malo has been described as, "the brightest jewel of the Emerald Coast of
Brittany." It is also the site of the enchanting novel by Albert Doerr, All the
Light We Cannot See, winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for fiction. We will
spend two nights in St. Malo to explore this lovely coastal town and to
visit Cancale, the oyster capital of Brittany.
Next, we ride into Normandy, skirting the coast as we visit Pontorson, Ducy and
Coutances. As we travel this region, we will stop for a day to tour the ancient
and mysterious 8th century monastery of Le Mont St. Michel. Not only is "Le
Mont" a UNESCO World Heritage Site, it is the second most popular tourist
destination in France (bet you can guess which is first!).
Our last few days of riding take us to the sites of the Normandy Invasion. We
will spend one night in Sainte Mère Eglise, the first town in France liberated by
the Allies. Fame came to this village after the release of the 1962 movie The
Longest Day which depicts the famous scene of a paratrooper caught on the
church steeple, observing the battle playing out below him.
Heading to Bayeux, we make our base here for three nights to explore all this
area has to offer. Bayeux is home to William the Conqueror and the 1,000 yearold Bayeux Tapestry that commemorates William's victory in the Battle of
Hastings in 1066. It is not to be missed. William built a cathedral in Bayeux
after his victory in Britain, and it takes center stage in the town.
Bayeux is also our jumping off point to visit several D-Day battle sites. There
are many options for sites to visit in this area including the D-Day landing
beaches of Omaha, Gold, Juno, Sword and Utah, the American Cemetery, and
Arromanches, where the allies built Mulberry Harbor after winning the battle.
Close by you will find the sobering Pointe du Hoc, a promontory between Utah
and Omaha beaches. Army Rangers scaled these 100-foot cliffs using grappling
hooks early on D-Day to capture Pointe du Hoc, a critical point on the Atlantic
Wall. Tragically, without reinforcements, less than 40 of the original 225
Rangers survived.
After visiting all of these somber sites, no doubt, it will be time for a glass
of Calvados. The apple brandy is native and ubiquitous to the region, so make
sure to have a taste or two as you contemplate man's history over the last
1,000 years.
This is just a sampling of our tandem tour to Brittany and Normandy. This
region is delightful for cycling, grades are gentle, the distances moderate, and
the people of "Bretagne et Normandie" are especially welcoming to those of us
who call North America home. We hope you will join us on this special tour!
Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic, June 3-16, 2018
After arrival in Munich, we shuttle you to Regensburg in Bavaria where we will
assemble bikes and begin our tandem adventure. Regensburg was the
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northernmost point of the Roman Empire in Germany and also marks the
northerly point of the Danube river. One of Germany's oldest towns, boasting
more than 2,000 years of history, stroll around the remarkable medieval town,
considered the best preserved in Germany.
Our first day's ride takes us to Deggendorf, known as the gate to the Bavarian
Forest. Located on the Danube, Deggendorf is home to an impressive array of
historic buildings, including the old city hall with its 14th century clock tower.
Continuing along the Danube, our next stop is the small city of Passau, called
the city of 3 rivers, lying at the confluence of the Danube, Inn and Ilz, on the
Austrian border. Passau is rich with baroque architecture. Make sure to stop by
St. Stephen's cathedral to see the largest cathedral organ in the world,
boasting almost 18,000 pipes.
Leaving Passau, we venture into Austria, as we continue along the Danube.
Heading to Aigen-Schlägl, located in the Bohemian Forest, we pass through
Engelhartszell, Schlogen and Obermuhl before heading north toward the Czech
Republic. Many monasteries are found in this region and the monks still brew
beers to this day, so refreshments abound as you ride through the countryside.
Český Krumlov, just over the Austrian border into the Czech Republic will be
our home for two nights as we explore southern Bohemia. This UNESCO World
Heritage Site is located on the banks of the Vlatava River and the town spans
more than 5 centuries. Most of the buildings in this historic village are
designated cultural monuments. From Český Krumlov you will have options to
ride to Holašovice with its baroque architecture and České Budějovice, the
capital of the region and home to the original Budvar beer.
Departing Český Krumlov we ride back into Austria to the small city of Weitra,
just north of Vienna. Weitra Castle built in the 17th century dominates the
village. Other noteworthy sites in the area include Rappottenstein Castle and
the elegant Rosenau Palace.
We'll have a stopover in in Melk, Austria, with its imposing abbey, and then
head to Mariazell. Mariazell Basilica, a visual orgy of baroque decadence,
located just south of Vienna, is a famous pilgrimage site in Austria. Then it's on
to Bad Ischl, in the Salzkammergut Lakes District. Bad Ischl was a favorite of
the Hapsburg Emperor Franz Joseph. This spa town provides us a breathtaking
backdrop for our stay in this region of Austria. Located on the Traun river, Bad
Ischl survives on its history of the rich and famous of yesteryear.
From Bad Ischl, we ride to Salzburg, birthplace to one of Austria's most famous
sons, Mozart. Salzburg's old town is yet another UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Whether you are a Mozart aficionado, or a lover of the von Trapp family,
Salzburg is a city of music, culture and much more. Salzburg marks the end of
our travels together. After packing our bikes, we will transfer you back to
Munich for your departure home.
In Planning Stages for 2019: Loire, France, Southwest Ireland, Crater
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Europe
North America
Small Groups
3 & 4 Star Hotels

Tandems Only
1 & 2 Week Tours
20 Years Experience
30-60 Miles per Day

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

Page 22

DATES RIDES & ACTIVITIES
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

Greek
Festival
Ride

9/24

Halloween
ride

10/28
-29

2018
Southwest
Tandem
Rally

4/(19
-22),
2018

START
TIME

START
PLACE

HOST

8:30

6923
Alpha
Rd
Dallas

Mary
Jackson &
David Dres

9 AM

Purtis
Creek
State
Park

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

HOTT
Houstonians
on Tandems
Together

--

PHONE # / EMAIL

DETAILS

972-489-7671

Details on
Page 3

Details on
page 4

Details to follow

DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general
good of the tandem community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All
comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions. Generally, monthly issues are e-mailed by the
end of the previous month. Notices and articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next issue.
Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $35 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $35;
July – Oct $16. Teams joining in November or December pay $35 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

DATES-LINE EDITORS

John & Nancy Griswold

972-913-4904 (h

nancyqgriswold@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Ernie and Regina Coose
Linda & Kevin Vinson

469-520-7615 (h)
972.625-6110 (h)

TREASURERS

David Dres & Mary Jackson

972.489-7671 (h).

_______________________________

coosefamily@gmail.com
vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
maryjackso99@gmail.comp
David.dres@gmail.com

_______________________________
SECRETARY
WEB SITE

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph
Kevin & Linda Vinson

972-390-2724 (h)
Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com
admin@doubledates.com
www.doubledates.com
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