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DATES Blue Ridge Ramble
Saturday, December 10
Join DATES for a scenic country ramble from Melissa to Blue Ridge in northeast Collin
County. The 37- and 54-mile options traverse rolling terrain on smooth asphalt, some chip
seal and paved county roads. We will eat lunch afterward at Mitas Hill Vineyard, which has a
great patio and view.
Time: Long route 9:00 AM. Short route 9:30 AM. We're suggesting an earlier start for the
long-route riders so all can hopefully meet up for lunch.
Leaders: Ernie and Regina Coose; 469-520-7615; coosefamily@gmail.com
Start Location: Mitas Hill Vineyard, 2300 Vineyard Hill Lane, McKinney, TX 75071, phone:
972-316-7991 (http://www.mitashillvineyard.com)
Directions to the start:
•Head north on US 75.
•Exit 44 - SH 121 North, toward Bonham.
•From 121, turn right on Miller Road at the stoplight. Shell station restroom stop is on the
right corner.
•Turn left onto County Road 362, then bear right onto Country Road 340.
•Vineyard Hill lane will be on the left.
•GPS address: 2300 Vineyard Hill Lane, McKinney, TX 75071
Restroom: Shell station at Hwy 121 and Miller Road stoplight. You'll pass it on the way to
the winery.
The Routes: We'll provide cue sheets. Links to RideWithGPS to download gpx (and other)
files for your Garmin are listed below.
The routes stay together to the first rest stop in Blue Ridge. After a brief, but scenic, loop
through Blue Ridge, the 37-mile route heads back to Melissa via FM 1377 and Princeton. The
54-mile route continues east onto some hilly county roads before heading back.
After the ride: We hope you’ll join us for lunch at Mitas Hill Vineyard. They serve salads,
really great pizzas, and of course their wines.
GPS downloads:
Blue Ridge short (37 miles) ridewithgps.com/routes/17705732
Blue Ridge long (54 miles) ridewithgps.com/routes/17759139
(Thanks to Marc and Suzie Mumby for pioneering this ride last year.)
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DATES Annual Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday, December 18
Meet at 5:00 PM / Ride at 5:30 PM
Leaders: Kevin & Linda Vinson
We’ll meet in The Lot parking lot at 5:00 pm, December 18th. The ride will start at 5:30 pm.
Headlights and taillights are REQUIRED and decorative lights are always welcome. It’s an
easy pace through stunningly festive streets around the White Rock Lake area. We will limit
the ride to 60 minutes of easy riding, or less if it's cold.
Dinner after the ride will be at The Lot restaurant. A white elephant gift exchange is optional,
but fun. (One gift per team).
Please RSVP so we have a headcount for dinner and in the event we need to let you know of
changes due to inclement weather.
RSVP to Kevin and Linda at:
Cell: 214-455-6110
Email: vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

Visit bikemart.com for more info.
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DATES Annual Meeting and Dinner
Sunday, January 22, 2017
5:30 pm
Blue Mesa Grill
14866 Montfort Drive
Addison, Texas
We’ll start the evening off with a social hour to reconnect with your DATES friends. There will be a
cash bar available for each team to run their own tab.
A dinner buffet will then be served. The cost is $25 per person, which includes iced tea, water, and
sodas. Reserve your place by sending a check by January 17, 2017, payable to DATES, to David
Dres, 6923 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240.
At the meeting, we will elect new officers for the 2017 year. There will be a slate of officers
prepared, but if you would like to make additional nominations, please let Harry Thompson know harrythompson1234@gmail.com - or nominations can be made from the floor that night.
The officer positions are:
DATES Coordinators
Ride Coordinators
Newsletter Editor
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Coordinator
So plan now to attend. We look forward to seeing you there!

Don’t lock your bike up to a tree for
too long!!! (Photo sent in by Rusty
Tether)
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Southwest Tandem Rally 2017
Save the date and plan to join us in Northeast Texas for the 2017 Southwest Tandem Rally.
Plans are underway and
routes are taking shape for a
3-day weekend of tandem
cycling. The gently rolling
terrain is perfect for tandems
and we’ll finish up Friday’s
route on the scenic Trail de
Paris. Friday and Saturday
night festivities will be held at
the Love Civic Center and
there will be plenty of photo
opportunities under Paris’ own
Eiffel Tower!
Registration will open in
January, stay tuned!
Questions? Contact Linda
Vinson at
linda.vinson.lv@gmail.com
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DATES Officers for 2017
Harry and Janette Thompson
From the DATES Bylaws:
“Section 5.3 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
A nominating committee may be established by DATES prior to the annual meeting of the members.
The purpose of this committee is to qualify and nominate candidates for the club offices. The
Nominating Committee shall publish and distribute their nominations prior to the annual meeting.
Before the election at the annual meeting, additional nominations from the floor shall be permitted.
Members of the Board of Directors may not serve on the Nominating Committee.”
The Board has asked us to be the nominating committee.
DATES has six elected positions that constitute the DATES Board of Directors: DATES Coordinators,
DATES-Line Editors, Ride Coordinators, Membership Coordinator, Treasurer, and Secretary. These
are one-year terms, and as usual at the DATES annual meeting we will be electing officers for 2017.
Although the meeting is not until Sunday, January 22, 2017, it is not too soon to be thinking about
the positions.
Each position on the Board of Directors is filled by a tandem couple. The titles are self-explanatory
but officially, the officers shall perform the duties prescribed by the Bylaws. The Bylaws can be
found at our website under the Members Stuff tab. The officers meet several times a year in an
informal setting.
Five teams have agreed to be nominated and continue in their current positions: Scott and Mindy
Mashburn as DATES Coordinators, Ernie and Regina Coose as Ride Coordinators, Kevin and Linda
Vinson as Membership Coordinators, David Dres and Mary Jackson as Treasurers, and Glenn and
Barbara Rudolph as Secretaries.
We will have one vacancy: DATES-Line Editors. John and Nancy Griswold have agreed to be
nominated for this position.
If you are interested in any of the positions, please contact us at 817.691.6506 or
harrythompson1234@gmail.com. Think about DATES. Arguably, we have the best tandem club on
the planet. We cannot sustain that status without a continuing commitment from our members.
On another note, thanks to Larry Ronsko and Cindy Lee who served as Treasurers; we appreciate
their service. And special thanks to Alan and Renee Kailer who have been DATES-Line Editors since
2008. They have taken our newsletter to new levels of excellence and have set a high bar for their
replacement.
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Safety Tip

By Scott Mashburn
If you have not heard, a bicyclist was killed last week near Waco. Her name was Missy Hardeman.
It happened on highway 31 near Hubbard. She was an award winning cyclocross competitor and,
although I did not know her, I have come into contact with several people who knew her well.
Apparently, she was riding into a brilliant sunset and a driver hit her from behind. Although the
investigation results are not conclusive, it appears that the automobile driver was driving into the
same brilliant sunset and was not able to see Missy ahead of her. This is true of many bicycle and
motorcycle accidents with automobiles; the driver just does not see the cyclist. The result in this
case was tragic. So, the safety tip this month is to encourage you to maintain a “360-degree sense
of situational awareness.” If the sun is bright in front of you then the car driver behind you is also
facing the same visual limitation. Don’t be reluctant to pull off the road, choose another route or
find a side road where there is less traffic. There are plenty of high-tech gadgets such as lights,
radar units to detect approaching cars and who knows what else. But there is no substitute for
using good judgment and choosing your routes wisely based on real time conditions such as time of
day, direction, weather and seasonal traffic variations. Keep on riding but please be safe.

DATES Ride Cancellation Policy
In the past, DATES has never had an RSVP or ride cancellation policy. The only time RSVP’s are
really needed are for rides that involve a head count for food or reservations. These have always
been clearly stated in the ride announcements well ahead of time.
There was a situation last week in which the ride leader became ill and the weather was also not
very favorable for riding (cold and very windy). So, a last-minute call had to be made to cancel the
ride. It was put on our Facebook page, but there was not time to get an email out or get in on the
DATES website. We are working to remedy that problem by allowing board members to email all
members, and not just the webmaster. Please accept our apologies if this affected you!
From now on, please check the DATES Facebook page or your email before leaving for a ride just in
case something unforeseen has come up. And please use the Facebook page to “join” a ride when
the event is posted. Hopefully these situations will be very rare!

We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
If you would like to contribute something, please send it to
datesline@gmail.com by the 25th of the month
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DATES Halloween Ride
October 29-30

Ride Report by Ernie and Regina Coose
The Halloween weekend ride is a DATES classic. This year it was as popular as ever, with twelve
tandem teams joining, and for good reason. The routes are scenic and low-stress. The company
was great. The Saturday overnight stay in Tyler was a fun evening out with good friends, and a
welcome getaway from the routine at home.
We met early Saturday morning at Purtis Creek
State Park in Eustace, about an hour and a half
East of Dallas. Thanks to Chuck Carlson’s
advance prep, we had approval to leave our cars
in a safe out-of-sight lot.
The Mashburns treated us to pre-ride banana
bread. After checking over the condition of our
bikes and each other’s Halloween trim, we had
our photo taken and set off about 9 AM. Not to
be missed in the photo are Lee Wilson’s
anatomically correct biking tights that look like
muscular legs stripped of skin.

Last year, we were skunked by the
weather. The forecast was for heavy rain
and proved to be spot on, so canceling last
year proved to be a no-regrets decision.
This year, we won big with two sunny days
in the mid-eighties. After lunch, it felt more
like summer than nearly November. The
wind was a little stiff, but came from the
South so we weren’t inconvenienced while
cycling East and West.
We had route options of 51 or 57 miles on
Saturday and 47 or 60 on Sunday. The
roads from Purtis Creek to Tyler are rolling
hills through the countryside, seldom steep
but rarely flat. The routes were easy to
follow, with minimal turns and support from
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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flawless GPS files and cue sheets. DATES
doesn’t sag this ride so everyone can enjoy
biking. Mechanical issues were rare, minor,
and quickly solved by the club’s enthusiastic
garage mechanics.
All routes pass through Edom, where many
of us ate a home-style lunch and pie at The
Shed café. Long route riders sped on to Tyler
and made a pizza stop upon arrival.
The group stayed at the Comfort Inn and
Suites, at a reduced rate thanks to the group
reservation made by the Mashburns. This
year we appreciated having a roomy
conference room to store our bikes. In past
years, we took our babies up in the elevator
to keep them safe in our rooms. We also
held our DIY happy hour in the conference
room, built from supplies walked back from
the local grocery by our riders. We did not
party in the conference room to spend more
time with our tandems, if that’s what you’re
thinking. The hotel requested that we not get
happy in the public breakfast room. Teams
split into small groups to enjoy dinner at the
various restaurants within walking distance.
We departed Tyler Sunday morning
on the early side, to beat
temperatures expected to get up to
the warm side. All teams met back at
Purtis Creek, reclaimed our cars, and
enjoyed a picnic lunch together
under the trees. Everyone got home
in time to see the Cowboys win
(again!).
Thanks to Mindy and Scott Mashburn
for planning this super weekend
getaway again this year.
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The Halloween teams included:
Scott and Mindy Mashburn (ride leaders)
Chuck and Kris Carlson
Ronnie and Nanette Bryant
Kevin and Linda Vinson
Pete and Laura Holverson
Howard and Rita Maher
Jeff and Heather Lingo
Mike and Sue Baker
Mary Jackson and David Dres
Harry and Janette Thompson
Lee and Becky Wilson
Ernie and Regina Coose
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DATES RIDES & ACTIVITIES
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

DATES Blue
Ridge Ramble

Saturday,
December 10

Long route
9:00 am;
Short route
9:30 am

Mitas Hill
Vineyard, 2300
Vineyard Hill
Lane,
McKinney, TX
75071

Ernie and
Regina
Coose

469-520-7615;
coosefamily@gmail.com

37 & 54
miles

See Newsletter

DATES Christmas
Lights Ride

Sunday,
December 18

Meet at
5:00 pm,
Start at
5:30 pm

The Lot,
7530 E Grand
Ave, Dallas

Kevin &
Linda
Vinson

Cell: 214-455-6110

--

See Newsletter

Email: vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

DATES Annual
Meeting

Sunday,

5:30 pm

Blue Mesa Grill

--

--

Southwest
Tandem Rally

January 22,
2017

April 28-30,
2017

Please RSVP

--

14866 Montfort
Drive, Addison

--

Paris, Texas

See Newsletter
Reserve your place by
sending a check by January
17, 2017, payable to DATES,
to David Dres, 6923 Alpha
Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

DATES

Doubledates.com/SWTR

--

We Need Ride Leaders! Contact Ernie and Regina Coose at coosefamily@verizon.net

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, monthly issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next issue.
Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $35 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $35;
July – Oct $16. Teams joining in November or December pay $35 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Ernie and Regina Coose

972.495.0552 (h)

coosefamily@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee

972.953.8987 (h)

lronsko@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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