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Team Kasprzycki – Allen, TX

Captain:

Craig Kasprzycki

Stoker:

Alesia Kasprzycki

How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 35 years
Stoker: 26 years
How long tandeming? 20 years
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? To be able to ride together
What kind of tandem do you ride? We started on a Burly, upgraded to a Litespeed and
are currently on a CoMotion Machiatto
How often do you ride? 3-4 times a week
How Far? 150 – 200 miles a week
Favorite Ride? Any ride with our PBA friends and now our DATES friends too
Usual Ride? OAS
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Through our friends the Mumbys and
Casteels
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you? Yes… always
check your saddlebag for Rocks!!
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Every-Other Sunday Ride

Ride Leaders – Stuart Rogers and Keri Bloomer
Keri Bloomer and Stuart Rogers lead a South Loop ride, generally every other Sunday, starting at
8:30 a.m. The start point is Alex Sanger Elementary School, 8410 San Leandro, Dallas (corner of St
Francis/San Leandro). Park along the street in front of the school. The regular route is about 40
miles. For updates about this ride and information about specific dates, check the DATES Facebook
page. A RideWithGPS link showing the regular route will be posted there. We can make it a little
longer or shorter as the group prefers. Feel free to contact Keri with questions 2kabloom@gmail.com.

Visit bikemart.com for more info.
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DATES Annual Meeting and Dinner
Sunday, January 22, 2017
5:30 pm
Blue Mesa Grill
14866 Montfort Drive
Addison, Texas
We’ll start the evening off with a social hour to reconnect with your DATES friends. There will be a
cash bar available for each team to run their own tab.
A dinner buffet will then be served. The cost is $25 per person, which includes iced tea, water, and
sodas. Reserve your place by sending a check by January 17, 2017, payable to DATES, to David
Dres, 6923 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240.
At the meeting, we will elect new officers for the 2017 year. There will be a slate of officers
prepared, but if you would like to make additional nominations, please let Harry Thompson know harrythompson1234@gmail.com - or nominations can be made from the floor that night.
The officer positions are:
DATES Coordinators
Ride Coordinators
Newsletter Editor
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Coordinator
So plan now to attend. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Southwest Tandem Rally 2017
Save the date and plan to join us in Northeast Texas for the 2017 Southwest Tandem Rally.
Plans are underway and routes are taking shape for a 3-day weekend of tandem cycling. The gently
rolling terrain is perfect for tandems and we’ll finish up Friday’s route on the scenic Trail de Paris.
Friday and Saturday night festivities will be held at the Love Civic Center and there will be plenty of
photo opportunities under Paris’ own Eiffel Tower!
Registration will open in January, stay tuned!
Questions? Contact Linda Vinson at linda.vinson.lv@gmail.com
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The Tenth Annual Gateway to Texas
Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 7-9, 2016
Clarksville, Texas
Ride report by Harry and Janette Thompson
Clarksville is located in Northeast Texas about 30 miles east of Paris. It was founded in 1833 and
earned the moniker “Gateway to Texas” honestly as Sam Houston, Jim Bowie, Stephen F. Austin,
and Davy Crockett all entered our State through Red River County. In 1838 Clarksville was made
the county seat.
This was the tenth annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour. The Tour is the brainchild of
Rob Rowley, a former Dallas tandemist who now makes his home in Clarksville. He has put
together a three-day tour that has become a regular event for DATES teams. This year the 17
teams included nine from DATES as well as seven from other parts of Texas and one from
Oklahoma.
Clarksville is an ideal location for a tandem event with beautiful country roads through a mixture of
rolling farmland and pine forests. With a population of less than 4,000 in Clarksville and 12,500 in
Red River County, the roads in all directions make for good riding. James Vaughan (route
coordinator) ensures that we ride roads that have minimal traffic and are well paved.
This year, we decided to give ourselves a bonus day on one of our favorite rides of the year.
Instead of arriving on Friday as normal, we left Thursday morning for a noon arrival in Clarksville.
Thursday afternoon was spent at the Clarksville Country Club playing golf. This nine-hole course
(with two sets of tee boxes for an 18-hole outing) provided a fun afternoon for a couple of hackers.
It was great to have the course almost to ourselves. The only other golfers on the course for the
afternoon were one foursome and a single golfer. We expect to make this event a part of our
annual Clarksville Tour.
Thursday evening, we had dinner with our Tour Director and Tour Hostess, Rob and Kay Rowley at
the local Italian eatery. It was a fun evening learning about all the goings-on in the booming
metropolis of Clarksville.
Around noon on Friday the teams began arriving and registering with Laura Dial at the Red River
County Chamber of Commerce. An impromptu lunch was planned at the Italian Bistro for a few
teams before checking into our lodging. Places to stay are sparse in this small town. There is the
Courthouse Bed and Breakfast, the Red River Inn, or camping in two different spots. Our 17 teams
utilized them all.
After lunch, check-in, and visiting with old friends, we were off on the short (23 mile) Friday route.
Due to travel schedules, there was no mass start. Everyone rode when they wanted.
Happy Hour and Friday’s dinner were at a new venue, The Lennox House. It is a gorgeous old
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Victorian refurbished house that belonged to one of the first families of Clarksville. They left a trust
to restore and keep it maintained. This was the time to catch up with old friends and get
acquainted with new ones.
On Saturday morning Kay Rowley opened the concierge lounge at the Red River Inn bright and
early. We had a bountiful breakfast of coffee, egg casseroles, fresh fruit, pigs in a blanket, and lots
of donuts. It was catered by the Rob and Kay, and Patsy Dial furnished the casseroles.
The 9:00 a.m. mass start was from the courthouse square. After the obligatory photo session, we
were off. Only two couples chose the 72-mile route. Five teams were on the 52-mile route and the
other ten teams rode modified versions of the official routes. One of the rest stops on the official
routes was over the Red River in Oklahoma. We all finished at different times and most made it to
the Dairy Queen in Clarksville for lunch.
Saturday night we again met at The
Lennox House. The evening started
with a tour of this historic home. The
highlight of the tour was the bullet
holes left by the culprits who murdered
the last remaining member of the
Lennox family in a futile robbery
attempt.
By Sunday morning word had gotten
around about the breakfast buffet at
the Red River Inn and we had one
team come from the campgrounds to
join us. The menu was similar to
Saturday’s fare and the captains took
every advantage to stoke up on donuts
as this is the only time of the year
some of us get them.
The mass start was again at 9:00 a.m.
The ride was 28 miles and we had one
more participant. Kay Rowley donned
her riding apparel and led our group for
the entire route on her single bike. It
was a fun ride punctuated by the only
hill of any substance of the weekend.
Afterwards, goodbyes were said before
the trip home.
It was fun-filled weekend. The riding was a good and the weather was great. No rain, and a little
cool in the mornings, just the way we like it. Thanks to the town of Clarksville for hosting.
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Special thanks to:
Tour Director/Sag/Mechanic: Rob Rowley
Routes/Sag/Mechanic: James Vaughan
Chamber of Commerce: Laura Dial
Breakfast/Tour hostess: Kay Rowley
Photographer: Babe Higgins
Keyboard player: Don Pierce
These folks went all out to make sure everyone had a wonderful weekend!
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Greater Dallas Bicyclists Fall Fiesta Ride and Picnic
by Mindy Mashburn

What a nice gesture for the Greater Dallas Bicyclists (GDB) to invite DATES to their annual Fall
Fiesta Ride and Picnic! As members of both clubs, I kind of invited DATES, with their ride
coordinator’s approval of course. Increasing the presence of tandems among single riders is always
good to promote camaraderie as well as increasing single rider’s comfort levels with having
tandems among them. Win-Win!
Warm, muggy, and windy conditions prevailed as we gathered at the Sunnyvale Town Center
Pavilion Park. There were two groups - a 22-mile “Sunday Roll” pace (a GDB term) and a 30-mile
faster group. All four DATES teams (Coose, Baker, Mashburn, and House/Lariscy) chose the latter,
and probably 2/3’s of the GDB group of approximately 40 did as well. With the gusty winds, there
were many GDB riders vying to sit on our wheels! Sunnyvale is full of rolling hills and winding roads
and made for a great ride.
We returned to a covered pavilion for a great lunch catered by Baker Brothers Barbecue and peach
cobbler to top it all off. After lunch the drawings for door prizes began, and there were many! Prizes
ranged from arm warmers to chain tools to bike lights. I was lucky enough to win a new pair of toe
warmers!
Hopefully this will become an annual tradition for both clubs!
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DATES Officers for 2017
Harry and Janette Thompson

From the DATES Bylaws:
“Section 5.3 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
A nominating committee may be established by DATES prior to the annual meeting of the members.
The purpose of this committee is to qualify and nominate candidates for the club offices. The
Nominating Committee shall publish and distribute their nominations prior to the annual meeting.
Before the election at the annual meeting, additional nominations from the floor shall be permitted.
Members of the Board of Directors may not serve on the Nominating Committee.”
The Board has asked us to be the nominating committee.
DATES has six elected positions that constitute the DATES Board of Directors: DATES Coordinators,
DATES-Line Editors, Ride Coordinators, Membership Coordinator, Treasurer, and Secretary. These
are one-year terms, and as usual at the DATES annual meeting we will be electing officers for 2017.
Although the meeting is not until Sunday, January 22, 2017, it is not too soon to be thinking about
the positions.
Each position on the Board of Directors is filled by a tandem couple. The titles are self-explanatory
but officially, the officers shall perform the duties prescribed by the Bylaws. The Bylaws can be
found at our website under the Members Stuff tab. The officers meet several times a year in an
informal setting.
Five teams have agreed to be nominated and continue in their current positions: Scott and Mindy
Mashburn as DATES Coordinators, Ernie and Regina Coose as Ride Coordinators, Kevin and Linda
Vinson as Membership Coordinators, David Dres and Mary Jackson as Treasurers, and Glenn and
Barbara Rudolph as Secretaries.
We will have one vacancy: DATES-Line Editors. John and Nancy Griswold have agreed to be
nominated for this position.
If you are interested in any of the positions, please contact us at 817.691.6506 or
harrythompson1234@gmail.com. Think about DATES. Arguably, we have the best tandem club on
the planet. We cannot sustain that status without a continuing commitment from our members.
On another note, thanks to Larry Ronsko and Cindy Lee who served as Treasurers; we appreciate
their service. And special thanks to Alan and Renee Kailer who have been DATES-Line Editors since
2008. They have taken our newsletter to new levels of excellence and have set a high bar for their
replacement.
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Treasurer Transition
By Mindy Mashburn

As some of you may know, Larry Ronsko needed to step down from his role as Treasurer of DATES
due to an increase in job responsibilities at work. We want to commend him for all of his time spent
on behalf of DATES and hope that he at least will be able to fit in some rides with us! David Dres
has agreed to step into this role and finish out the term. Thank you David!

Safety Tip

By Scott Mashburn
The season is changing and the days are growing shorter but don’t let a little darkness stop you
from riding. There are plenty of great lights on the market place and many of them pack a lot of
“lumens” for the buck. When considering a light for night riding be sure to consider not only the
lumen output but also the distribution of the light beam. Depending on where you ride you may
need a wide beam pattern or one that is more focused. Riding alone on very dark roads calls for a
focused beam but riding in a group in the city may call for a wider beam. Also consider the duration
of the battery. Don’t get caught running out of light before the ride is over. Read the fine print and
consider carrying a spare light just in case. Honestly, the prices for very good lights have fallen in
recent years so buying two is affordable. In addition to being able to see is being able to be seen.
Wear luminescent clothing and have a flashing rear red light and even side lights such as those that
clip into the wheels. In most cases where a car collides with a bicycle the driver of the car claims
not to have seen the bicycle. Your best bet for night time recreational riding is to ride in group so
that it looks like you are part of a moving light show. Night riding is fun, exciting and safe so go out
and enjoy the evening.
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DATES RIDES & ACTIVITIES
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

DATES Christmas
Lights Ride

Sunday,
December 18

TBD

New Location
TBD

Kevin &
Linda
Vinson

--

--

Details to Come

DATES Annual
Meeting

Sunday,

5:30 pm

Blue Mesa Grill

--

--

--

See Newsletter

January 22,
2017

14866 Montfort
Drive, Addison

Reserve your place by
sending a check by January
17, 2017, payable to DATES,
to David Dres, 6923 Alpha
Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

We Need Ride Leaders! Contact Ernie and Regina Coose at coosefamily@verizon.net

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com

We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
If you would like to contribute something, please send it to
datesline@gmail.com by the 25th of the month
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, monthly issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next issue.
Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $35 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $35;
July – Oct $16. Teams joining in November or December pay $35 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Ernie and Regina Coose

972.495.0552 (h)

coosefamily@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee

972.953.8987 (h)

lronsko@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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