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Safety Tip

By Scott Mashburn
Bicycle collisions involving a bicyclist running into a car door being
opened is reportedly one of the most frequent and injurious
mishaps. When riding through the neighborhoods ride far enough
to the left to avoid this should a driver open their door
unexpectedly. You are more visible to cars in front of or behind
you than you are to a driver or passenger exiting a car.
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Team Edmison – Rio Vista, Texas
Captain: Mike Edmison
Stoker: Cindy Edmison
Joined DATES: 5/2016
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 8 years off and on
Stoker: 10 years
How long tandeming? 6 months
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? To do something really together.
What kind of tandem do you ride? Cannondale T1
How often do you ride? Twice a week
How Far? 40-50 miles
Favorite Ride? Peaster Backwards
Usual Ride? FWBA club rides
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Susan Pogue, Ronnie and Nanette
Bryant
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you?
We are still getting use to riding the tandem¨ shifting and climbing.
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SAVE THE DATE!
DATES Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22. This will be a dinner meeting to visit
with friends, hear from the officers, and to elect officers for the 2017 year. The time and venue are
TBD. Put this on your calendar and hope to see you there!

Every-Other Sunday Ride

Ride Leaders – Stuart Rogers and Keri Bloomer
Keri Bloomer and Stuart Rogers lead a South Loop ride, generally every other Sunday, starting at
8:30 a.m. The start point is Alex Sanger Elementary School, 8410 San Leandro, Dallas (corner of St
Francis/San Leandro). Park along the street in front of the school. The regular route is about 40
miles. For updates about this ride and information about specific dates, check the DATES Facebook
page. A RideWithGPS link showing the regular route will be posted there. We can make it a little
longer or shorter as the group prefers. Feel free to contact Keri with questions 2kabloom@gmail.com.

Visit bikemart.com for more info.
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The Tenth Annual
Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 7-9, 2016
Clarksville, Texas
We are excited to be celebrating the Tenth Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour this
year. Each year we look forward to spending time with old friends and making new ones, but
especially this year as we celebrate our tenth anniversary. It is hard to believe that nine years have
passed since we held our first Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour. Now some of you think
you caught me-tenth annual, but nine years. Well, I will let you think about if for a while. We do
hope that you will join us as we look forward to the 2016 Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem
Tour being our best year ever.
The 101½ Saloon will be the location for our evening meals and get-togethers. The 101½ has
become a favorite spot for spending time after a great day of cycling. Entertainment will be
provided by the always spectacular Don Pierce. There will be an open bar (beer and wine) both
evenings at no additional cost. The Saloon will open at 6:00 each evening and dinner will be served
at 7:30.
Accommodations are available at the Courthouse Inn and the Red River Inn, although some rooms
may have already been booked. There are also several options available for anyone interested in
bringing a camper. There are camper pads and hook-ups at Langford Lake (about a half mile north
of town) and next to the Old Jail (in the general vicinity of the Courthouse Inn).
The registration fee of $110 covers the evening meals on both Friday and Saturday, entertainment
on both Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar (beer and wine) on both Friday and Saturday
evenings, and breakfast both Saturday and Sunday for those staying at the Red River Inn.
Participants will be responsible for their own lodging and for lunch.
Schedule:
Friday (10/07)
Check-in/Registration will be any time after 12:00 p.m. at the Historic Red River County Chamber of
Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square). Additional directions will be provided at registration to
specific accommodations depending on preference (B & B/Red River Inn/Campsites).
A short ride of 20-30 miles will be planned for Friday afternoon, with no specific start time.
The 101½ Saloon in historic Downtown Clarksville will be open for mingling and getting acquainted
at 6:00, and Don Pierce will be on hand to provide our entertainment. Also, there will be an open
bar throughout the evening.
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Saturday (10/08)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at the Red
River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River Inn.
Ride Details - We will hold a mass start at 9:00. While there will be a mass start, riders who want to
start earlier or later will have that option (anytime between 8:30 to 10:00). Two ride distances will
be available with approximate distances of 50 and 75 miles. (If anyone would like a shorter route,
please email me, and we can include a shorter loop). Red River County is reasonably flat, but very
scenic and fun to ride with minimal traffic. The routes will be a marked and SAGed with rest stops
every 20-25 miles.
Dinner will be catered and will be served at 7:30, but please come early to enjoy the entertainment
and visit with friends. The Saloon will open at 6:00.
Sunday (10/09)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at the Red
River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way the Red River Inn.
Ride Details - The ride on Sunday will start at 9:00 and will cover a distance of 25-35 miles.
Breakfast and ride start times are the same for both Saturday and Sunday.
Accommodations:
The Courthouse Inn Bed & Breakfast located in downtown Clarksville is the most charming option.
Space is limited to 6 teams. Please call 903-427-0801 or 903-427-5435 to make your reservations.
Please indicate that you will be participating in the Tandem Rally as they have blocked all rooms for
us for the weekend.
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They offer
remodeled and nonsmoking rooms-some with mini refrigerators and microwaves. The rooms aren't
plush, but they are nice and clean. We have many tour participants that routinely stay there.
Camping at Langford Lake or the Old Jail should be coordinated with the City of Clarksville (903427-3834 or 903-427-3836). Langford Lake is a reservoir owned by the City of Clarksville, and it is
located just north of town. The area surrounding the lake has undergone many improvements over
the last several years. There are 6 concrete camper pads and hookups located on the northwest
side of the lake in a nice secluded area. Also, the city has developed 3 camper sites next to the Old
Jail near the Courthouse Inn.
Support:
Saturday and Sunday rides will include SAG support and directional signage on the route. Rest stops
will be provided at 20-25 mile intervals on Saturday only. Maps will be provided for all routes.
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Cost:
$110 per team which includes dinner both Friday and Saturday, entertainment both Friday and
Saturday evenings, an open bar both Friday and Saturday evenings, breakfast both Saturday and
Sunday mornings as noted, SAG support and directional signage Saturday and Sunday, rest stops
on Saturday, great maps, and virtually no traffic. I wanted to share a quick note on costs. The
purpose of this ride since its inception has been to provide a great event for tandem enthusiasts,
and to promote tourism in Red River County. The ride has been, and continues to be, operated on a
100% break even basis. In order to avoid costs associated with late cancellations, there will be no
refunds for cancellations received after October 1st. We are also requesting that registration fees be
submitted at the time of registration.
Registration:
Thanks to Laura Dial and our Chamber of Commerce Directors, our registration process has been
completely automated this year. The link to the Chamber website is noted below. The Chamber
website includes additional links for registration, payment, information, and our Facebook page.
http://redrivercoc.com/2010/12/31/bicycling-fall-tandem-tour/
A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Registration is limited to the first thirty teams registering.
Contact Information:
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Laura Dial 903-427-2645
(redrivercc@yahoo.com)
101 N. Locust
Clarksville, TX 75426
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rrowley1885@gmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-3858 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Information on Clarksville and Red River County:
Population is 3,500 and 12,000, respectively. Clarksville was founded in 1833 and Red River County
was the gateway into Texas for the first settlers including Davy Crockett and Sam Houston. The
roads are well maintained, reasonably flat, with only minor to modest traffic.
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DATES Halloween Ride
October 29-30, 2016
Ride Start at 9:00 a.m.
START LOCATION:
ROUTE OPTIONS:
RIDE LEADERS:
CONTACT INFO:

Purtis Creek State Park (Eustace, TX) to Tyler
Saturday is 51 or 57 miles and Sunday is 47 or 60 miles
Scott and Mindy Mashburn
smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
Mindy 214-395-9565,
Scott 214-641-5607

It's time for the annual Halloween Ride through beautiful East Texas to Tyler. We will meet in Purtis
Creek State Park in Eustace (62 miles from Dallas) and ride to Edom for lunch at The Shed. There
are funky little art galleries and shops there as well. We will then continue on to Tyler, staying at
the Comfort Suites Hotel.
As always, we will hold a happy hour there, so bring your snacks to share and your beverage of
choice. Tyler is now "wet" for beer and wine! Hurray! They sell it in grocery stores, gas stations,
etc. So you do not need to bring your booze with you unless you have that special bottle you've
been dying to drink! There are quite a few restaurants within walking distance for dinner after that.
Breakfast is provided by the hotel, and we will ride back to Purtis Creek State Park where DATES
will provide a picnic lunch spread.
Here are the details:
Ride start is 9 a.m. To get to Purtis Creek State Park, take US 175 E toward Kaufman. After
Mabank, take exit to County Road 2938 and turn left. Go about 4 miles and merge onto 316 till you
see the park entrance on the left.
There is NO SAG, so you will have to carry your overnight gear, food, water, tools, etc. We will
provide maps/cue sheets and GPS routes, and if you are late, they will be left on the windshield of
our car (silver Lexus SUV).
I will block rooms at the Comfort Suites, and you will need to make your own reservation. 903-5340999. These rooms will be released 2 weeks prior to the event. They are under the DATES name.
Costumes and bike decorations are optional but always fun!!
Please RSVP to Mindy at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net by October 1, so she will know how many to
make the lunch reservation for.
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My Big Fat Greek Ride
Sunday, September 25

Leaders: Mary Jackson and David Dres
Ride report by Harry Thompson

The weather forecast was not promising and sure enough we were awakened by thunder and lightning
on this Sunday morning. In Bedford the skies opened in what can only be described as a Texas frog
strangler and it seemed evident that no riding would be done this day. However, a quick check of
the weather radar indicated that in Bedford we were on the western edge of the rain, leaving Dallas
dry. After another check of the DATES Facebook page showed no updates on the ride, we were on
our way for the fun and festivities at the first “My Big Fat Greek Ride”.
Once we got out of the mid-cities, there was no rain on our drive to the Jackson/Dres home. We
were the first ones to arrive for the 8:30 a.m. start, and enjoyed a cup of coffee and contemplated
the weather with Mary and David. We started the ride with team Coose, team Wilson, and Mary and
David on their single bikes as their tandem had recently been involved in an airline incident.
Less than two miles into the ride, the deluge began. We quickly pulled into the Gateway Church to
take advantage of the overhang at their drop-off location. Since it was Sunday morning, people were
coming in for Sunday School. They were all very nice and even invited us in for coffee and pastries,
but we declined.
After a short wait for the rain to cease we were back on the road. We rode through some fabulous
neighborhoods on this all-urban ride. The rain never threatened again on our 21-mile route.
After a quick change out of our bike clothes and soggy bike shoes, we all walked down the street to
the Greek Food Festival of Dallas at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church. Lunch was authentic
Greek cuisine from the many vendors assembled under the tents. There were lots of selections but
it seemed the gyros were the favorites. Lunch ended with a great selection of Greek pastries. I chose
the baklava cheesecake and it was delicious.
No Greek Food Festival would be complete without Greek dancing girls. We watched the elementary
school girls in complete Greek garb perform for the very large assembled audience. I am sorry I did
not capture a photo to share.
Thanks to Mary and David for hosting the Big Fat Greek Ride. We all had a good time.
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Great Cycling in the Czech Republic
By Ernie & Regina Coose

We recently joined a Bicycle Adventure
Club tour through the Czech Republic and
wanted to share the news on this great
cycling location. It was led by DATES
members John McManus and Brenda Cole.
Among the group of 22, DATES was also
represented by Chuck and Kris Carlson,
John and BJ Harvey, Jim and
Melody Yuhn, and us.
Our tour began in Prague. The historic
center of Prague is a beautifully
preserved medieval city and certainly
deserves its UNESCO World Heritage
designation. There are exceptional
attractions to visit, but the biggest
pleasure is walking the streets of the picturesque town.
We were mercifully bussed out of busy Prague
to a comfortable starting spot in the
countryside. Over the next 11 days we
overnighted in the pretty Czech towns of
Tabor, Hluboka, Cesky Krumlov, Trebon,
Telc, Vranov, Znojmo, and Mikulov. We
crossed the Austrian border on the last day and
then were bussed into Vienna to end the tour.
Each town was a cobblestoned and
relaxed architectural treat. Each had an ABC
(another beautiful church) and likewise a castle
or palace. Cesky Krumlov was a highlight. It’s a
UNESCO town, along with Prague and Telc. We
had a fantastic tour by a local resident,
complete with history, generous personal
insights, and a discrete head shake as we
passed craft shops or restaurants best to be
avoided. Especially interesting were her stories
of life during communist times and the rapid
rebirth of local culture and the town
afterwards.

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

October 2016

Page 11

Our routes all traveled through rural areas with very
little traffic. Most roads or bike paths passed
through farm fields growing hay, pumpkins, corn, or
other unidentified greens (we are bikers not
botanists). We were told the only worthwhile legacy
of the communists was a directive that apple trees
be planted everywhere for public consumption,
and the trees are everywhere. Some paths traveled
through forest so dark and cool that it seemed like
twilight. The routes were constant ups and
downs. Even the veterans had never seen so many
short, jagged hills. Road surfaces were in great
shape.
One of our rides was along the old iron curtain. The
Czech/Austria border was kept
undeveloped so watchtower guards could have a
clear shot at anyone fleeing the workers’ paradise.
Afterwards, they turned it into a bike route. How’s
that for a great outcome?

Our Czech guides from AVE Bicycle Tours and
Pedaltours couldn’t have been better. The GPS
routes were nearly perfect. Guides rode ahead of us
and chalk-marked the turns with yellow arrows. This
was a luxury for a BAC trip, but extremely helpful.
It’s hard for English-speaking minds to watch for
streets with names like Na Dlazkach, Hradistska, or
Zonjemska, plus much of the signage was missing.
Czech food was varied and tasty. One or two pork
dishes were always on the menu plus chicken or
fresh-water fish, usually carp. The area is dotted
with fish farms, some hundreds of years old. Few
Americans crave carp, but I for one had my mind
changed. Soups were always good, usually cabbage
or pea. Radler (beer and lemon soda) became the
most popular after-ride drink. The word means
‘cyclist’. We thought of it as Czech Gatorade,
especially after having a couple.
The combination of peaceful countryside riding,
great scenery, and towns with hundreds of years of
history made for one of the best trips we could
recommend to anyone.
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DATES RIDES & ACTIVITIES
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

The Tenth Annual
Gateway to Texas
Get-a-Way
Tandem Tour

DATES Halloween
Ride

DATES Annual
Meeting

DATE

October 7-9

START
TIME

--

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

--

See Newsletter for Details

Red River Chamber of
Commerce/Laura Dial 903427-2645
(redrivercc@yahoo.com)

Clarksville,
Texas

Rob Rowley 903-249-3483
(rrowley1885@gmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-3858
(jwvaughan@cebridge.net)

October 29-30

9:00 a.m.

Purtis Creek
State Park
(Eustace, TX)
to Tyler

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
Mindy 214-395-9565,
Scott 214-641-5607

--

See Newsletter for Details

TBD

TBD

--

--

--

Details to Com

Sunday,
January 22,
2017

We Need Ride Leaders! Contact Ernie and Regina Coose at coosefamily@verizon.net

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, monthly issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next issue.
Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $35 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $35;
July – Oct $16. Teams joining in November or December pay $35 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Ernie and Regina Coose

972.495.0552 (h)

coosefamily@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee

972.953.8987 (h)

lronsko@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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