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TOTS (Tour Of the Trail System)
Sunday, November 8, 2015

This year we're doing an expanded version of “Utterly Urban” riding. RSVP to let us know you’re
coming. By the way, we’ll be pre-riding the route on Saturday with included brewery stops as
needed. Contact us if you're adventurous and want to join.
Hope y'all can make it. Thanks... lee & beckie
Ride With GPS link: http://ridewithgps.com/routes/10882928
The map, cue sheet, and GPS files are available through the Ride With GPS Link above. [TCX
Course: Best format for turn by turn directions on Edge 500, 510. Will provide true turn by turn
navigation on Edge 800, 810, 1000 including custom cue entries; GPX Track: Useful for any GPS
unit. Contains no cuesheet entries, only track information (breadcrumb trail). Will provide turn-byturn directions (true navigation) on the Edge 705/800/810/1000, but will not have any custom
cues.]
TIME:

Gather at 9:30am to leave when group is ready

START:

Behind Chili’s at the NE corner of Travis and Knox

LEADERS:

Lee & Beckie Wilson

CONTACT: TheWilsons.TX@me.com or 972-977-9686
DISTANCE: 35 urban units
LUNCH:

After the ride at a nearby establishment of the group’s choice.

DESCRIPTION: Another rendition of “Utterly Urban” riding with plenty of Dallas skyline views from
almost every possible angle as we pass through Highland Park, Uptown, Downtown, South Dallas,
Oak Cliff, and East Dallas.
POINTS OF INTEREST: Trinity Strand Trail; Continental Avenue Pedestrian Bridge; Margaret Hunt
Hill Bridge; Trinity Skyline Trail; Dallas Convention Center; Dallas Police Headquarters; Santa Fe
Trestle Trail; "Dallas Wave” whitewater on the Trinity; Texas Theatre; Bishop Arts District; the hills
of Kessler Park; Dealey Plaza; Old Red Courthouse; Main Street Dallas; Deep Ellum; historic Swiss
Avenue
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DATES Blue Ridge Ramble
Join DATES for a scenic country ramble from Melissa to
Blue Ridge in northeast Collin County. The 38- and 56-mile
options traverse rolling terrain on smooth asphalt, some
chip seal and paved county roads. We will eat lunch
afterward at Mitas Hill Vineyard, which has a great patio
and view.
Date: November 14, 2015
Time: Meet at 9:00 am, rolling at 9:30 am
Leaders: Marc and Susie Mumby
972-672-0178; marc@mcmumby.com
Start Location: Mitas Hill Vineyard, 2300 Vineyard Hill
Lane, McKinney, TX 75071, phone: 972-316-7991
(http://www.mitashillvineyard.com)
Directions to the start:
• Head north on US 75.
• Four miles north of US 380, exit onto SH 121 North heading east. (be alert, there is
construction on 75 and the exit comes up with little warning).
• Turn right on Miller Road from 121 (there is a stoplight and a Shell station on the right).
• Turn left onto County Road 362, then bear right onto Country Road 340.
• Vineyard Hill lane will be on the left.
• GPS address: 2300 Vineyard Hill Lane, McKinney, TX 75071
Restrooms: Will be available at the winery.
The Routes: We will provide printed maps and cue sheets. Links to RideWithGPS to download gpx
(and other) files for your Garmin are listed below.
The routes stay together to the first rest stop in Blue Ridge. After a brief, but scenic, loop through
Blue Ridge, the 38 mile route heads back to Melissa via FM 1377 and Princeton. The 56-mile route
continues east onto some hilly county roads before heading back.
After the ride: We hope you’ll join us for lunch at Mitas Hill Vineyard. The view is supposed to be
spectacular! Food and/or wine tasting options include: 1) order from the menu, which includes
pizza, heavy hors d’oeuvres, and salads; 2) Sip and Savor” wine tasting - 4 wines for $7; and w3) “A
Little Slice of Heaven” - 4 of their selected wines paired with food for $15.
Please RSVP by November 10th to Marc at marc@mcmumby.com or 972-672-0178 IF you want
to have lunch at the winery so we can reserve a table. No need to RSVP if you don’t want lunch.
GPS downloads:
Blue Ridge 38 (http://ridewithgps.com/routes/7162438)
Blue Ridge 56 (http://ridewithgps.com/routes/7162110)
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DATES Social

Thursday, November 19 at 6:30 pm
Come out for a pre-holiday social to meet up with old friends and new.
Lazy Dog Restaurant & Bar (Village on the Parkway - Beltline & Dallas North Tollway - southeast
corner - a bit south of Whole Foods by the Mercy Wine Bar)
5100 Belt Line Road #500
Dallas
Cash bar. Bar menu selections offered as well as dinner - you’ll be on your own tab!
Come out for a casual, fun evening. Make it a quick stop if you can’t stay, or linger over appetizers
and/or dinner and catch up on everyone’s latest travels and summer tales. We would love to see
you there!!
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Annual Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday, December 20
Meet at 5:00 PM / Ride at 5:30 PM
Leaders: Kevin & Linda Vinson
We’ll meet in the Crate & Barrel parking lot at Knox and McKinney at 5:00 pm, December 20th. The
ride will start at 5:30 pm. Headlights and tail lights are REQUIRED and decorative lights are always
welcome. It’s an easy pace through the most stunningly festive streets in the Park Cities! We will try
to limit the ride to 60 minutes of easy riding, or less if it's cold.
Dinner after the ride will be at Chuy’s Mexican restaurant, which is one block south of where we are
parking. A white elephant gift exchange is optional, but fun. (One gift per team).
Please RSVP so we have a headcount for dinner and/or to let you know of changes due to inclement
weather.
RSVP to Kevin and Linda at:
Cell: 214-455-6110
Email: vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
A map of the Knox Street shopping district is provided below so you can find the meeting place:
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SAVE THE DATE!
DATES Annual Meeting and Dinner
Sunday, January 10, 2016
5:30 pm
Place: Blue Mesa Grill
14866 Montfort Drive
Addison
A dinner buffet will be served, but please NOTE, this is NOT a BYOB establishment. Wine selection
is limited, but they have beer and margaritas. Each team will need to run their own tab. Cost is $25
per person (yes, more than last year - no club subsidy this time!). Reserve your place by sending a
check (payable to DATES) to Kris Carlson, 5616 Covehaven Drive, Dallas, TX 75252.
At the meeting, we will elect new officers for the 2016 year. The officer positions are:
DATES Coordinator
Rides Coordinator
Newsletter Editor
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Coordinator
Plan now to attend - we look forward to seeing you there!

Interested In a Cross-Country Tandem Ride?
From Jeff & Darla Hollansworth
We are excited to now be enrolled in the “America by Bicycle” tour leaving on June 14th from
Astoria, OR going east to Portsmouth, NH. We would love to have some other tandems join us. I
have attached info from the America by Bicycle website below.
http://americabybicycle.com/aan-short
Across America North
Across America North is America by Bicycle’s northern route across the United States. This 50-day
more moderately paced tour averages 80+ miles per day and crosses through 10 states and just a
bit of the Canadian province of Ontario. The 3670 mile route begins with a wheel dip in the Pacific
Ocean in Astoria, Oregon and ends with a wheel dip in the Atlantic Ocean near Portsmouth, New
Hampshire. In between, meet the challenge of the Cascades, the Rockies, and the Appalachian
mountains. Experience the vistas of the high deserts, the rolling high plains, and upper Midwestern
farmlands. Across America North is 45 riding days that will treat you to stunning vistas, epic climbs,
and return you to “reality” with a whole new appreciation of cycling.
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2015 Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 9 – 11, 2015

Ride review by Harry and Janette Thompson
Clarksville is located in Northeast Texas about 30 few miles east of Paris. It was founded in 1833
and earned the moniker “Gateway to Texas” honestly as Sam Houston, Jim Bowie, Stephen F.
Austin, and Davy Crockett all entered our State through Red River County. In 1838 Clarksville was
made the county seat.
This is the ninth annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour. It is the brainchild of Rob
Rowley, a former Dallas tandemist who now makes his home in Clarksville. He has put together a
three-day tour that has become a regular event for teams from the metroplex and as far away as
Arkansas. Clarksville is an ideal location for a tandem event with beautiful country roads through
farmland. With a population of less than 4,000 in Clarksville and 12,500 in Red River County, traffic
is minimal.
14 teams had registered. Lodging is limited, with all but one team staying at either the Courthouse
Bed and Breakfast or the Red River Inn. One team “camped” in the parking lot of the Bed and
Breakfast.
Friday registration was at the Chamber of Commerce. We got our packets and had the opportunity
to meet the new Chamber Office Manager, Laura Dial. As everyone got there at different times,
riding was on our own. The official route was 23 miles south of Clarksville through the farming
community of Cuthand.
Dinner and happy hour were at the Wild Rose in historic Downtown Clarksville. Old and new friends
mingled over an open bar as we listened to the music of Don Pierce. After dinner, Rob Rowley gave
a short history of The Tour and the obligatory talk about the rest of the weekend.
I am not sure about the breakfast at the Bed and Breakfast on Saturday morning, but the concierge
lounge at the Red River Inn was open bright and early. Kay Rowley had fresh fruit and coffee. Rob
soon followed with hot donuts and a breakfast casserole. It was more than enough to fuel our
group for the day’s ride. All the food was terrific, and the donuts were an especially big hit.
There were two official routes for Saturday beginning at the historic town square, where we met for
photos. Two local kids were there with their own tandem. They were happy to see us and gladly
joined us for our Kodak moment. After a short speech by Mayor Ann Rushing, we were off. Both
rides started north and crossed the Red River into Oklahoma for a convenience store rest stop. It
was west from there until the long route broke off and continued south through Detroit and back to
Clarksville; 76 miles. The short route went south on Hwy 37 through the community of Dimple, 56
miles. The weather was near perfect and we even had a little tailwind on the ride into Clarksville.
As we have come to expect at this ride, it was rolling farmland with good roads and very little
traffic.
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During the afternoon there was an unofficial gathering at the garden area of the Red River Inn as
we watched Warren and Rick clean their bikes. People dragged out lawn chairs, coffee tables, and
other sitting devices as we shared stories and wine. At that point the world was perfect, except for
a few red ants (which led to a discussion about all kinds of ants).
Dinner and happy hour were once again at the Wild Rose. It was a boisterous group as we caught
up with old friends and became acquainted with new ones. Some of us were keeping tabs on the
TCU/K-State game. It had been a long day and the party broke up pretty early.
Sunday was another gorgeous day for riding. After breakfast, again catered by Rob and Kay at the
Red River Inn, we were off for a 9:00 a.m. start. We rode a 28-mile loop southwest from
Clarksville. We had an additional rider. Kay Rowley (our hostess) had been off the bike for about
10 years and recently got back on. She was riding her single and fearful that she couldn’t keep up.
However, after about five miles, she blew by us never to be seen until the end of the ride.
This was our 7th or 8th GTT Tandem Tour. It is a great venue to meet up with friends, and it is a
wonderful place to ride. As always, thanks to the people of Clarksville who make this a special ride
every year. If you have not ridden in Red River County, sign up next year for the 10th annual
Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour. You are in for a treat.
Special thanks to:
Tour Director/Sag/Mechanic:
Routes/Sag/Mechanic:
Chamber of Commerce:
Breakfast/Tour hostess:
Photographer:
Keyboard player:

Rob Rowley
James Vaughan
Laura Dial
Kay Rowley
Babe Higgins
Don Pierce

These folks went all out to make for a wonderful weekend!

We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
If you would like to contribute something, please send it to
datesline@gmail.com by the 25th of the month
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__
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY
TOTS (Tour of
the Stars)

DATES Blue
Ridge Ramble

DATES Social

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

Sunday,
November 8

Gather at
9:30 am to
leave when
group is
ready

Behind Chili’s at
the NE corner
of Travis and
Knox

Lee &
Beckie
Wilson

TheWilsons.TX@me.com or
972-977-9686

Saturday,
November 14

Meet at
9:00 am,
rolling at
9:30 am

Thursday,
November 19

6:30 pm

Mitas Hill
Vineyard,
McKinney, TX

Lazy Dog
Restaurant &
Bar
5100 Belt Line
Road #500

DISTANCE

DETAILS
Please RSVP

~35 miles

Lunch after the ride

See Newsletter
Marc &
Susie
Mumby

972-672-0178;
marc@mcmumby.com

Kris &
Chuck
Carlson

972.248.8481
mac.carlson@mac.com

Kevin &
Linda
Vinson

214-455-6110

38 and 56
miles

__

kris365@sbcglobal.net

Please RSVP by November 10th
to marc@mcmumby.com or
972-672-0178 IF you want to
have lunch at the winery
Come out for a pre-holiday
social to meet up with old
friends and new
See Newsletter for Details

Dallas
Annual
Christmas Lights
Ride

Sunday,
December 20

DATES Annual
Meeting and
Dinner

Sunday,
January 10,
2016

Meet at
5:00 am,
Ride at
5:30 am

Crate & Barrel
parking lot at
Knox and
McKinney
Blue Mesa Grill

5:30 pm

14866 Montfort
Drive
Addison

Kris &
Chuck
Carlson

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

972.248.8481
mac.carlson@mac.com

~ 1 hour

Please RSVP for dinner
headcount
See Newsletter for Details

__

See Newsletter for Details

kris365@sbcglobal.net

We Need Ride Leaders! Contact Mindy Mashburn at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net.

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and June be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com
kris365@sbcglobal.net

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee

972.953.8987 (h)

lronsko@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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