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Ride Leaders Needed – Please!!
We know it is hot out there, but we would still like some group rides this summer! Please step up
and volunteer to lead a ride. Anyone who wants to lead an Around the Lake ride on a weeknight is
also welcome to choose a date and a restaurant for dinner after. The easiest DATES ride you will
ever lead! Please contact Mindy Mashburn at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net to get your ride on the
calendar.
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2015 Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 9 – 11, 2015
Clarksville, Texas
Are you looking for blue skies, gently rolling hills, scenic terrain, pleasant days, cool nights, and a
breeze always at your back? Well, so am I. While the Historic Red River County Chamber of
Commerce can’t guarantee the weather, we can tell you that October in Northeast Texas is
beautiful, and the Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour is great way to experience the
changing of the seasons in our corner of Texas. I know some of you have heard this before, but
Red River County offers over 1,000 square miles with a population of around 12,000 people for a
population density of just 12 people per square mile. That compare to a population density of over
2,800 people per square mile for Dallas County.
But normally great weather, awesome scenery, and well-supported routes are not even the best
reasons to come to Clarksville in October. The best reason is to spend time with old friends, make
new friends, and experience Red River County hospitality. The Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way
Tandem Tour provides a well-planned tour at a truly enjoyable pace which includes meals,
beverages, entertainment, ride support, old Texas charm, and more.
We are excited to be celebrating the Ninth Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour this
year. We are also excited about Laura Dial, our new Office Manager at the Historic Red River
County Chamber of Commerce. Laura is a welcome addition to our Chamber Team, and we look
forward to welcoming her to the tour in October. We successfully navigated through some ominous
weather this past June without missing a ride - Sunday was iffy - but we are looking forward to blue
skies and cooler days in October. We are anxious to see all of our friends in October, and we hope
to make some new friends, as well.
As with any event, things evolve over time. Last year we really arrived at a great combination of
accommodations, social events, and meals. So, we plan to keep things basically the same for 2015.
Accommodations are available at the Courthouse Inn and the Red River Inn, although some rooms
may have already been booked. There are also several options available for anyone interested in
bringing a camper. There are camper pads and hook-ups at Langford Lake (about a half mile north
of town) and next to the Old Jail (in the general vicinity of the Courthouse Inn).
The Wild Rose will be hosting our meals and evening get-togethers. The Wild Rose is located in a
historic building just off of the square in Clarksville. It has been restored very nicely, and the food is
great. Entertainment will be provided by the always-spectacular Don Pierce. There will be an open
bar (beer and wine) both evenings at no additional cost. The Wild Rose will open at 6:00 each
evening and dinner will be served at 7:30.
The registration fee will cover the evening meals on both Friday and Saturday, entertainment on
both Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar (beer and wine) on both Friday and Saturday
evenings, and breakfast both Saturday and Sunday for those staying at the Red River Inn. As was
the case in previous years, riders will be responsible for lodging and for lunch.
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Schedule:
Friday (10/09)
Check-in/Registration will be anytime after 12:00 at the Historic Red River County Chamber of
Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square). Additional directions will be provided at registration to
specific accommodations depending on preference (B & B/Red River Inn/Campsites).
A short ride of 20-30 miles will be planned for Friday afternoon, with no specific start time.
The Wild Rose (100 N. Walnut) in historic Downtown Clarksville will be open for mingling and
getting acquainted at 6:00, and supper will be served at 7:30. Don Pierce will be on hand to provide
our entertainment. Also, there will be an open bar throughout the evening.
Saturday (10/10)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at the Red
River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River Inn.
Ride Details - we will hold a mass start at 9:00. While there will be a mass start, riders who want to
start earlier or later will have that option (anytime between 8:30 to 10:00). Two ride distances will
be available with approximate distances of 50 and 75 miles. (If anyone would like a shorter route,
please email me, and we can include a shorter loop). Red River County is reasonably flat, but very
scenic and fun to ride with minimal traffic. The routes will be a marked and SAGed with rest stops
every 20-25 miles.
Dinner will be catered and will be served at 7:30 at The Wild Rose, but please come early to enjoy
the entertainment and visit with friends. The restaurant will open at 6:00.
Sunday (10/11)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at the Red
River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way the Red River Inn.
Ride Details-The ride on Sunday will start at 9:00 and will cover a distance of 25-35 miles.
Breakfast and ride start times are the same for both Saturday and Sunday. Feedback has indicated
an extra ½-hour of sleep on Sunday would be appreciated.
Accommodations:
The Courthouse Inn Bed & Breakfast located in downtown Clarksville is the most charming option.
Space is limited to 6 teams. Please call 903-427-0801 or 903-427-5435 to make your reservations.
Please indicate that you will be participating in the Tandem Rally as they have blocked all rooms for
us for the weekend.
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They offer
remodeled and nonsmoking rooms-some with mini refrigerators and microwaves. The rooms aren't
plush, but they are nice and clean. We have many tour participants that routinely stay there.
Camping at Langford Lake or the Old Jail can be coordinated with the City of Clarksville (903-4273836). Langford Lake is a reservoir owned by the City of Clarksville, and it is located just north of
town. The area surrounding the lake has undergone many improvements over the last several
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years. There are 6 concrete camper pads and hookups located on the northwest side of the lake in
a nice secluded area. Also, the city has developed 3 camper sites next to the Old Jail near the
Courthouse Inn.
Support:
Saturday and Sunday rides will include SAG support and directional signage on the route. Rest
stops will be provided at 20-25 mile intervals on Saturday only. Maps will be provided for all routes.
Cost:
$110 per team which includes dinner both Friday and Saturday, entertainment both Friday and
Saturday evenings, an open bar both Friday and Saturday evenings, breakfast both Saturday and
Sunday mornings as noted, SAG support and directional signage Saturday and Sunday, rest stops
on Saturday, great maps, and virtually no traffic. I wanted to share a quick note on costs. The
purpose of this ride since its inception has been to provide a great event for tandem enthusiasts,
and to promote tourism in Red River County. The ride has been, and continues to be, operated on a
100% break-even basis. In order to avoid costs associated with late cancellations, there will be no
refunds for cancellations received after October 1st. We are also requesting that registration fees be
submitted at the time of registration. Please register via email as noted below and send payment to:
Red River County Chamber of Commerce
101 N. Locust
Clarksville, TX 75426
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For those wishing to pay electronically, we are still working on that option. We expect to have it in
place for the upcoming June event, but it will not be available for this event-sorry!!
Clarksville/Red River County:
Population is 3,500 and 12,000, respectively. Clarksville was founded in 1833 and Red River County
was the gateway into Texas for the first settlers including Davy Crockett and Sam Houston. The
roads are well maintained, reasonably flat, with only minor to modest traffic.
Registration Form:
This ride is limited to the first 30 teams who sign up for the ride prior to September 30, 2015.
Registration will be accomplished by notifying Rob Rowley, the ride coordinator, via email
(rrowley1885@gmail.com) with the following information and remitting payment to the Chamber of
Commerce at the address noted above:
Team Name:_________________________________________________________________
Captain's Name:______________________________________________________________
Stoker's Name:_______________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:______________________________________________________________
Email Address:_______________________________________________________________
Overnight Accommodations (you need to make your own reservations):
Bed and Breakfast____
Red River Inn_____
Camping_____
A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Contact Names:
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rrowley1885@gmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-3858 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Laura Dial 903-427-2645
(redrivercc@windstream.net)
Links and additional information:
Thanks to Warren Casteel, we now have a Facebook page at Bike Clarksville (Thank you, Warren).
You can also find more information on Clarksville and Red River County on the Chamber website
http://redrivercoc.com/
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DATES Halloween Ride

October 31, November 1, 2015
Ride Start at 9:00 a.m.
START LOCATION:
ROUTE OPTIONS:
RIDE LEADERS:
CONTACT INFO:

Purtis Creek State Park (Eustace, TX) to Tyler
Saturday is 51 or 57 miles and Sunday is 47 or 60 miles
Scott and Mindy Mashburn
smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
Mindy 214-395-9565,
Scott 214-641-5607

It's time for the annual Halloween Ride through beautiful east Texas to Tyler. We will meet in Purtis
Creek State Park in Eustace (62 miles from Dallas) and ride to Edom for lunch at The Shed. There
are funky little art galleries and shops there as well. We will then continue on to Tyler, staying at
the Comfort Suites Hotel.
As always, we will hold a happy hour there, so bring your snacks to share and your beverage of
choice. Tyler is now "wet" for beer and wine! Hurray! They sell it in grocery stores, gas stations,
etc. So you do not need to bring your booze with you unless you have that special bottle you've
been dying to drink! There are quite a few restaurants within walking distance for dinner after that.
Breakfast is provided by the hotel, and we will ride back to Purtis Creek State Park where DATES
will provide a picnic lunch spread.
Here are the details:
Ride start is 9 a.m. To get to Purtis Creek State Park, take US 175 E toward Kaufman. After
Mabank, take exit to County Road 2938 and turn left. Go about 4 miles and merge onto 316 till you
see the park entrance on the left.
There is NO SAG, so you will have to carry your overnight gear, food, water, tools, etc....
We will provide maps/cue sheets and GPS routes, and if you are late, they will be left on the
windshield of our car (silver Lexus SUV).
I will block rooms at the Comfort Suites, and you will need to make your own reservation. 903-5340999. These rooms will be released 2 weeks prior to the event. They are under the DATES name.
Costumes and bike decorations are optional but always fun!!
Please RSVP to Mindy at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net by October 1, so she will know how many to
make the lunch reservation for.
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DATES Blue Ridge Ramble
Join DATES for a scenic country ramble from Melissa to
Blue Ridge in northeast Collin County. The 38- and 56-mile
options traverse rolling terrain on smooth asphalt, some
chip seal and paved county roads. We will eat lunch
afterward at Mitas Hill Vineyard, which has a great patio
and view.
Date: November 14, 2015
Time: Meet at 9:00 AM, rolling at 9:30 AM
Leaders: Marc and Susie Mumby
972-672-0178; marc@mcmumby.com
Start Location: Mitas Hill Vineyard, 2300 Vineyard Hill
Lane, McKinney, TX 75071, phone: 972-316-7991
(http://www.mitashillvineyard.com)
Directions to the start:
• Head north on US 75.
• Four miles north of US 380, exit onto SH 121 North heading east. (be alert, there is
construction on 75 and the exit comes up with little warning).
• Turn right on Miller Road from 121 (there is a stoplight and a Shell station on the right).
• Turn left onto County Road 362, then bear right onto Country Road 340.
• Vineyard Hill lane will be on the left.
• GPS address: 2300 Vineyard Hill Lane, McKinney, TX 75071
Restrooms: Will be available at the winery.
The Routes: We will provide printed maps and cue sheets. Links to RideWithGPS to download gpx
(and other) files for your Garmin are listed below.
The routes stay together to the first rest stop in Blue Ridge. After a brief, but scenic, loop through
Blue Ridge, the 38 mile route heads back to Melissa via FM 1377 and Princeton. The 56-mile route
continues east onto some hilly county roads before heading back.
After the ride: We hope you’ll join us for lunch at Mitas Hill Vineyard. The view is supposed to be
spectacular! Food and/or wine tasting options include: 1) order from the menu, which includes
pizza, heavy hors d’oeuvres, and salads; 2) Sip and Savor” wine tasting - 4 wines for $7; and w3) “A
Little Slice of Heaven” - 4 of their selected wines paired with food for $15.
Please RSVP by November 10th to Marc at marc@mcmumby.com or 972-672-0178 IF you want
to have lunch at the winery so we can reserve a table. No need to RSVP if you don’t want lunch.
GPS downloads:
Blue Ridge 38 (http://ridewithgps.com/routes/7162438)
Blue Ridge 56 (http://ridewithgps.com/routes/7162110)
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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TOTS (Tour of the Stars)
Date:

Sunday, November 8, 2015

Time:

Gather at 9:30am to leave when group is ready

Leaders:

Lee & Beckie Wilson

Contact:

TheWilsons.TX@me.com or 972-977-9686

Start:

Behind Chili’s at the NE corner of Travis and Knox – in the Uptown area near Travis
Walk

Distance:

TBD (30'ish miles)

Lunch:

After the ride at a nearby establishment of the group’s choice.

Description: Details TBD, but expect another rendition of “Utterly Urban” riding with plenty
of Dallas skyline views.

Annual Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday, December 20
Meet at 5:00 PM / Ride at 5:30 PM
Leaders: Kevin & Linda Vinson
We’ll meet in the Crate & Barrel parking lot at Knox and McKinney at 5:00 pm, December 20th. The
ride will start at 5:30 pm. Headlights and tail lights are REQUIRED and decorative lights are always
welcome. It’s an easy pace through the most stunningly festive streets in the Park Cities! We will try
to limit the ride to 60 minutes of easy riding, or less if it's cold.
Dinner after the ride will be at Chuy’s Mexican restaurant, which is one block south of where we are
parking. A white elephant gift exchange is optional, but fun. (One gift per team).
Please RSVP so we have a headcount for dinner and/or to let you know of changes due to inclement
weather.
RSVP to Kevin and Linda at:
Cell: 214-455-6110
Email: vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
A map of the Knox Street shopping district is provided below so you can find the meeting place:
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Interested In a Cross-Country Tandem Ride?
From Jeff and Darla Hollansworth
Darla and I are almost certain that we will be doing a cross-country tandem ride next year. We will
be using one of the Adventure Cycling routes. We would probably prefer doing west to east on
either the Northern Tier route or the TransAm route. Our preference would be to team up with
other tandems that might like to make the cross country trek.
We are very flexible. We could do (1) non-supported, (2) van supported w/ Adventure Cycling (3)
America by Bicycle fully supported.
Start time sometime in May 2016.
If you are interested in a 2016 Trek across America, please contact Jeff & Darla Hollansworth at
jeffhollansworth@sbcglobal.net or (501) 984-1212.
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Norma's Brunch Ride

Sunday, September 27, 2015
Hosted by Audré & Warren Casteel
Ride report by Harry and Janette Thompson
Photos by Chuck Carlson, Audré Casteel, and Lee Wilson
Six tandems and two singles assembled at Anderson Bonner Park on the White Rock trail for this
annual ride. It is an urban ride through downtown Dallas to the Bishop Arts District in Oak Cliff with
a mid-ride stop at the legendary Norma’s Café for brunch.

This ride always includes two options. The long ride (53 miles) starts in Plano and meets the short
ride (33 miles) at Anderson Bonner Park on the White Rock Trail. Warren always leads the long
riders while Audré dutifully drives their tandem to the short start and organizes the group to meet
and join the long riders. For several reasons, it was a smaller than usual turnout and Warren was
the only long rider to show. He wisely pedaled back home and joined Audré for the drive to the
start of the short route.
We rode a leisurely pace through neighborhoods and past the American Airlines Center on the way
out. Sunday morning car traffic was light but there were lots of pedestrians and joggers. It was a
beautiful morning and everyone seemed to want to be outside. Somewhere along the route we
picked up two more singles, Lee and Beckie Wilson. They had just returned from the DATES
Germany trip and had not had time to get their tandem back together.
The highlight of the ride is the brunch at Norma’s. We got there a little after 10:00 a.m. and it was
packed with a long line. Luckily, Warren had warned them we were coming and a party of 16 did
not faze them. Within a few minutes they had tables set up and a waitress pouring coffee. We
ordered as if we had ridden much longer than 17 miles. Eggs, bacon, pancakes, breakfast tacos,
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cinnamon rolls and other foods in great quantities were all seen on the tables. The food and service
were excellent. You have to hand it to Norma’s. They have perfected the diner experience and
have an appropriate motto: “Life is short, eat dessert first”.

The ride back to the park took us through downtown Dallas. One group took a short detour to
avoid an imagined hill, but others braved it. The detour group was rewarded by a flat tire that was
changed quickly enough not to inconvenience the hill climbers. Due to church services there was a
little traffic but we had help from friendly police officers guiding us through the stoplights.
Back at Anderson Bonner Park we lingered over goodbyes and Diet Cokes. It was a fun, casual,
social ride that was enjoyed by all. Thanks to Audré and Warren for hosting this ride every year.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

Clarksville,
Texas

Clarksville,
Texas

Red River
County
Chamber
of
Commerce

Purtis Creek
State Park
(Eustace, TX)

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn
Lee and
Beckie
Wilson

2015 Gateway
to Texas Get-aWay Tandem
Tour

October 9–11

DATES
Halloween Ride
2015

October 31,
November 1,

9:00 a.m.

Annual TOTS
(Tour of the
Stars) Ride

TBD

TBD

TBD

Saturday,
November 14

Meet at
9:00 AM,
rolling at
9:30 AM

Mitas Hill
Vineyard,
McKinney, TX

TOTS (Tour of
the Stars)

Sunday,
November 8

Gather at
9:30 AM to
leave when
group is
ready

Annual
Christmas Lights
Ride

Sunday,
December 20

Meet at
5:00 PM,
Ride at
5:30 PM

DATES Blue
Ridge Ramble

PHONE # / EMAIL

See Newsletter

DISTANCE

--

Scott 214-641-5607

51 or 57
miles and
47 or 60
miles

thewilsons.tx@me.com

TBD

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
Mindy 214-395-9565,

DETAILS

See Newsletter
Please Register

See Newsletter
Please RSVP for Lunch Sunday

Details to Come
See Newsletter

Marc and
Susie
Mumby

972-672-0178;
marc@mcmumby.com

38 and 56
miles

Behind Chili’s at
the NE corner
of Travis and
Knox

Lee &
Beckie
Wilson

TheWilsons.TX@me.com or
972-977-9686

TBD (30'ish
miles)

Crate & Barrel
parking lot at
Knox and
McKinney

Kevin &
Linda
Vinson

214-455-6110
vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

Please RSVP by November 10th
to marc@mcmumby.com or
972-672-0178 IF you want to
have lunch at the winery

Lunch after the ride

Please RSVP for dinner
headcount
See Newsletter for Details

We Need Ride Leaders! Contact Mindy Mashburn at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net.

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and June be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee

972.953.8987 (h)

lronsko@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

kris365@sbcglobal.net

www.doubledates.com
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