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Team Reeves – Fredericksburg, TX
Captain:
Hugh Reeves
Stoker:
Becky Reeves
Joined DATES: January 7, 2015
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 43 years
Stoker:
43 years
How long tandeming? 13 years
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? A friend sold us his old tandem (couldn’t pass up
a bargain) so we decided to try.
What kind of tandem do you ride? Santana Ti-700 Titanium
How often do you ride? 4 days a week weather permitting
How Far? 100 miles per week
Favorite Ride? Downhill and downwind to the brewery
Usual Ride? All over Gillespie County
Where/How did you hear about
Double DATES? Through HATS and
FARTS (Fredericksburg Area Riding
Tandems)
Anything else you’d like your new
club members to know about
you? We live in Fredericksburg . . .
let us know when you’re in town so
we can ride.
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Mesquite Ride

Sunday, March 8
Ride Leaders – Scott & Mindy Mashburn
Scott and Mindy Mashburn will lead a ride through Mesquite and Sunnyvale on Sunday, March 8th.
Where: Lowe’s parking lot on I-30 at Galloway in Mesquite. Restrooms inside of Lowes or across
the street at the Racetrack station
When: Sunday March 8th. Meet at 8:45 a.m. for a prompt start at 9:00 a.m.
Distances: 37 miles or 55 miles
Lunch: Torchy’s Tacos in Casa Linda Shopping Center (SW segment) 9440 Garland Rd at Buckner.
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Ride

Sunday, March 15
David Dres and Mary Jackson will lead the Dallas
9:15 a.m.

Shamrock

Ride on Sunday, March 15th at

This route starts at Valley View Park (13000 Hillcrest Road in Dallas; the northeast corner of
Hillcrest and LBJ) and goes to downtown Dallas and the Trinity River, returning via the White Rock
Creek trail for a 30 and 40-mile routes.
We will also host a pot-luck lunch of Irish corned beef, cabbage and a limerick contest at Mary's
house a 1/4 mile from Valley View Park. There will be a fabulous prize for the winner!
Please RSVP to Mary for lunch @ maryjackson99@gmail.com 214-274-3029
In Dallas there is a club called DATES
Whose tandem riders are first rate
Come celebrate the Green
At 9:00 Sunday, March 15
And be on time so we don’t wait!
We’ll have some pot luck at the end
So come and invite a friend
Cabbage, carrots and corned beef
After 30 miles there will be relief
And a comfy seat for your rear end!
Guinness, Killians and ale
Are all a part of the tale
But bring your own
and be safe driving home
if you consume too much you will ail!
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Ben Wheeler St. Patrick’s Day Ride
Saturday, March 21

Ride Leaders Nanette & Ronnie Bryant

Contact: 817-925-6632; ronnierbryant@me.com
Date: Saturday March 21st
Time: Meet at 9:30 a.m. ride at 10:00 a.m.
Routes: 30, 40 and 60 miles
Meet in Ben Wheeler at the intersection of FM 279 and FM 858. Take I-20 east to exit 523 TX Hwy
64 for 15 miles, merge right onto TX279, go 1 mile to Ben Wheeler. Park in the City Park next to
the Fire Station. Look for our Silver Honda Van.
These very nice country road routes will visit Brownsboro, and Edom. The long route will also visit
New York and Moore Station.
We will eat after the ride at Moore's Store. The town is having a St Patrick’s Day celebration
complete with bands and a motorized bar stool race. Visit www.benwheelertx.com for more
information.
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Round and Round the Lake Ride
Tuesday, March 10

Ride Leaders Keri Bloomer & Stuart Rogers
Ride Start: Bath House at White Rock Lake
Meeting time: Meet @ 5:50 p.m., Ride @ 6:05 p.m.
Distance: Two laps around the lake clockwise, pace determined by the group
After Ride Dinner: Dugg Burger - 9540 Garland Road
Note: Sun sets at 7:31 PM, we recommend a headlight/taillight just in case

Loop the Lake Ride
Wednesday, March 25
Ride Leaders John and Nancy Griswold
TeamGriswold will host a Loop the Lake ride on Wednesday evening, March 25, starting promptly at
6:00 p.m. at the Bath House at White Rock Lake in Dallas. Please arrive in time for an on-time
start, as sundown will be 7:42 p.m. We will ride two clockwise laps including the NW Highway
adder at social speed. No drops for anyone still rolling. Please have a tail-light and consider a
headlight - just in case we have some delay that puts us out in dusk. If you are running late, head
anti-clockwise on Lawther Rd (not the walking path) and you'll find us somewhere out there.
The ride will take 90 minutes. We will adjourn to Alphonso's Italian Restaurant behind the Green
Spot on the corner of Buckner and Northcliff at roughly 8:00 p.m. Come join us for dinner if you
can't make the ride.

Save The Date!
Dates Social

Thursday, May 14
Mix and mingle with those you already know and get to know our new members too at our first
ever Club Social!
Thursday, May 14, 2015 at 7 p.m.
Bodega Wine Bar
6434 E. Mockingbird Ln Suite 109 (SE segment of the shopping center on Mockingbird at Abrams)
Food will be provided with a cash bar
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Make plans for a fabulous day of Texas springtime cycling in the beautiful countryside
fifteen minutes south of downtown Dallas! For the 18th year, the Greater Dallas
Bicyclists, together with the City of Lancaster, is staging the Lancaster Country Ride
on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 9 am.
Join us as we cycle along the scenic back roads of Ellis County visiting the small
communities of Ferris and Palmer. The routes traverse flats, rolling hills and some
challenging climbs. Rest stops are situated every 12 miles with water, sports drink
and fruit. The ride is held near the peak of the wildflower season and the routes
feature gorgeous landscapes with dense concentrations of Bluebonnets and Indian
Paintbrush.
The first 1,000 registrants receive Lancaster GDB socks!
Start/Finish: The ride starts at 9 AM near the historic Lancaster town square off
Main Street and Dallas Avenue. After the ride, stick around with other cyclists to enjoy
the festivities on the square.
Mileage options: 24, 42 and 62 miles with a staggered start for safety. We have
scouted the routes to ensure smooth roads and scenic countryside. The 42 and 62
mile options take you on the Bluebonnet Trail via beautiful (and hilly) Sugar Ridge
Road.
See http://www.greaterdallasbicyclists.com for more information and to register.

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

March 2015

Page 9

25th Anniversary Southwest Tandem Rally
Fredericksburg, Texas
April 24-26, 2015
Pre-tour: April 21-23, 2015
The Houston Area Tandem Society is hosting the 2015 Southwest Tandem Rally in Fredericksburg,
TX, located in the Texas Hill Country, 80 miles west of Austin, and 70 miles north of San Antonio.
Fredericksburg is home to a thriving German community that welcomes visitors who want to
experience the beauty of the hill country and there's no better way to explore this unique part of
Texas than on a tandem bicycle!
Also offered this year is a three day pre-tour before the rally for tandem riders who want to explore
even more of the hill country.
Registration for the 2015 Southwest Tandem Rally opened on January 1, 2015. A downloadable PDF
registration form is available on the rally’s website. The form will need to be filled out and returned
by regular mail with the registration fee.
Registration is limited to 80 tandem teams. Registrations will be numbered in the order they are
received. Registration #81 and higher will be added to a waiting list in the order received.
Teams on the waiting list may chose to attend the Rally, but will not be included in the banquet
which is space limited to 160 persons. Those on the waiting list who chose to attend the Rally but
not the banquet will receive a total refund for the banquet.
For additional information, please see: http://doubledates.com/swtr2015/index.html
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DATES Annual Meeting and Dinner
Sunday, February 8

Thanks to all who attended the DATES Annual Meeting! There were 46 members present, and three
guests: Woody and Carla Smith from Richardson Bike Mart and Ashley Haire, Bicycle Transportation
Engineer for the City of Dallas. A social hour preceded dinner and the club meeting began after
dessert was served.
Ashley Haire spoke briefly before the business meeting about ongoing initiatives in Dallas to
improve the cycling environment. She acknowledged her challenges, but seemed positive about the
possibilities for change. Her efforts were applauded and everyone indicated support for her work.
Chuck Carlson called the meeting to order and noted our great appreciation for the club sponsors –
Plano Cycling & Fitness and Richardson Bike Mart. We are most fortunate to have these
partnerships!
Officer Reports –
Secretary:
Barb Rudolph read the minutes of the November 9, 2014 business meeting and they were approved
as read.
Treasurer:
Chuck Kirklen presented the Annual Treasurer’s report in his customary entertaining style.
Ride Coordinators:
Mindy Mashburn thanked all the 2014 ride leaders and announced that John and Nancy Griswold
had led the most rides. 28 rides were held this past year and she encouraged every team present to
consider leading a ride this year.
DATES-Line Editor:
Alan Kailer thanked everyone for their contributions to the newsletter and asked for more rides,
which would then lead to more articles and pictures. Keep the reports and photos coming! He
thanked Kevin Vinson and Harry Thompson for their numerous contributions and Pete Holverson for
his creative work.
Membership Coordinators:
Kevin and Linda Vinson were ill and unable to attend the meeting, but Chuck Carlson presented
their prepared slides and reported that DATES had 74 member teams at the end of the year. Eight
of those teams were new in 2014. Everyone was reminded to submit their 2015 membership
renewal, if they had not already done so. New updates to the webpage were shared and everyone
was reminded that the club has a Facebook page.
Cycling Advocacy:
Alan Kailer presented an update on BikeDFW. He provided an overview of the organization and
detailed the board’s plans to focus on advocating for all cyclists in the DFW area. The board had
just held a retreat to discuss strategic planning, including efforts to improve communication,
education, and funding. Alan noted the organization needs additional volunteers and anyone
interested should contact him.
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There was no old business and election of officers followed. Ernie Coose presented the slate of
officers. Team Kirklen had decided not to continue as treasurer in 2015, but Team Ronsko-Lee had
volunteered to take on the task. All the other officers had agreed to serve another year. There were
no further nominations from the floor – the slate was favorably voted on in total by acclamation.
2015 Officers
Chuck & Kris Carlson
Barb & Glenn Rudolph
Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee
Scott & Mindy Mashburn
Alan & Renee Kailer
Kevin & Linda Vinson

DATES Coordinators
Secretary
Treasurer
Ride Coordinators
DATES-Line Editor
Membership Coordinators

Special thanks to Chuck and Janet Kirklen for their years of service and a hearty welcome to Larry
Ronsko and Cindy Lee for signing up to serve this year!
There was no further new business.
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DATES 25th Anniversary Ride
Ride report by Harry Thompson
Photos by Chuck Carlson

John McManus and Brenda Cole hosted this ride on
Sunday, February 15 at 9:30 a.m. Below is an excerpt by
John from the February DATES-Line that captures the spirit
of the event.
“The first DATES ride was February 4, 1990 at the home of
Bill and Debbie Bailey in Carrollton. After a 20+/- mile ride,
we returned to the Baileys’ house for coffee, orange juice
and (large) muffins. Five tandems and one single bike
participated in this first ride; I, John, am the only one on
that first ride who is still around.”
The Anniversary Ride had 16 tandems. The temperature
was in the low 50s which made for a nice ride. While we
were unloading and setting up bikes, it was time to renew
friendships with some old DATES members that we had not
seen in years.
John had detailed cue sheets with two options (20 and 28
miles) about and around White Rock Lake. At some point
four or five teams broke off on the long route and the rest
ambled along at a social pace with John and Brenda riding
on the front for most of the time. As we were riding similar routes, we crossed paths with the long
riders several times. A couple of teams even got mixed up with that bunch and finished the ride
with them.
The ride officially ended at John and
Brenda’s.
Refreshments were the
same as 25 years ago, coffee,
orange juice, and (large) muffins.
They also had fresh fruit and banana
nut bread made by our hosts.
Several non-riding couples joined us
for the festivities.
John had prepared a DOUBLE
DATES
ANNIVERSARY
QUIZ
composed of 15 questions on the
history of DATES. Who knew that
we had 160 teams in 1994 and that
there had been four marriages within the club? I also learned that the first Holiday Lights Ride was
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in 1992 and we have had our own web site since 1997. The original club had only three rules: no
officers, no meetings, and no dues. We have come a long way. Warren and André Casteel scored
the most points on the quiz and were awarded a one-year membership to DATES.
The crowning moment of the get-together was when
John McManus was ordained as King of DATES. As
was fitting, Kris Carlson presented a scepter (bicycle
pump) and put the crown on his head (see photos). I
have not heard of any proclamations, but I am sure
they are forthcoming.
As the end of the ride was in a different location than
the start, John thoughtfully provided a cue for the 2.3
miles back to parking lot.
A good time was had by all. Let’s hope the next 25
years of DATES are just as much fun.
Completing the DATES History Quiz:
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2015 DOUBLE DATES RENEWAL
It is time to renew your membership. Renew NOW and participate with DATES members in 2015.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fill in the name and address information below. (PLEASE PRINT)
Read and sign the Liability Release. All riders over the age of 18 must sign.
Make out a check for $25.00 payable to “DOUBLE DATES”
Send your renewal form to:
Kevin & Linda Vinson

7013 Fox Drive
The Colony, TX 75056-4458
Captain:

Stoker:

Street
Home Ph:

Apt. #

City:

Work Ph:

State:
Fax:

Zip:

E-mail:

LIABILITY RELEASE
All riders must sign a waiver of claim below to become members of Double Dates. Parents or guardians must sign for riders under 18 years of age.
I acknowledge that by signing this document, I am releasing the Double Dates, its members, officers, and agents from liability. This release is a
contract with legal consequences, and I have read it carefully before signing.
I acknowledge that cycling is an inherently dangerous sport and fully realize the dangers of participating in group rides. I fully assume the risks
associated with such participation.
For myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, assignees, and successors in interest (collectively “Successors”), I hereby
waive, release, discharge, hold harmless, promise not to sue, and indemnify the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, its members, ride leaders and
officers (collectively the “Released Parties”) from any and all rights and claims including claims arising from the released parties’ own negligence,
gross negligence or intentional conduct, which I have or which may hereafter accrue to me, and from any and all damages which may be sustained
by me directly or indirectly in connection with, or arising out of, my participation in or association with an event sponsored by Dallas Area Tandem
Enthusiasts.
I understand and agree that situations may arise during a ride, which may be beyond the immediate control of the leader(s), and I must continually
ride so as to endanger neither others nor myself. I accept responsibility for the conditions and adequacy of my own bicycle equipment. I will wear
a helmet that satisfies the requirements of the ANSI Snell regulations that can protect against serious head injury, and I assume all responsibility
and liability for the selection of such a helmet. I have no physical or medical condition, which to my knowledge would endanger others or myself
if I participate in Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts rides or would interfere with my ability to participate in such rides. I agree that should I or my
successors assert my claim in contravention of this agreement, the asserting party shall be liable for the expenses (including legal fees) incurred by
the other party or parties in defending.
I understand that a parent or responsible adult must accompany all riders under the age of 18 on any Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts ride. If I am
a minor, my parent or guardian also is signing on my behalf and we both agree to be bound by the terms of this waiver and release.

SIGNATURES OF ALL RIDERS
, Captain

Age

Date

, Stoker

Age

Date

, Other rider

Age

Date

, Other rider

Age

Date
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

Mesquite Ride

Sunday,
March 8

Dallas
Shamrock Ride

START
TIME
Meet at
9 a.m. for a
9:15
departure

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Lowe's parking
lot at I-30 and
Galloway

Scott &
Mindy
Mashburn

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

37 and 55
miles

Details in Newsletter
Lunch at Torchy’s Tacos

David Dres
& Mary
Jackson

maryjackson99@gmail.com
214-274-3029

30 and 40
miles

Details in Newsletter
Pot-luck Lunch After Ride
Please RSVP to Mary for lunch

30, 40 and
60 miles

Details in Newsletter
Lunch Following at Moore Store

Valley View
Park, Dallas
(13000 Hillcrest
Road)
Ben Wheeler
City Park at the
intersection of
FM 279 and FM
858

Sunday,
March 15

9:15 a.m.

Ben Wheeler St.
Patrick’s Day
Ride

Saturday,
March 21

Meet at
9:30 a.m.
Ride at
10:00 a.m.

Round and
Round the Lake
Ride

Tuesday,
March 10

Meet at
5:50 p.m.,
Ride at
6:05 p.m.

Loop the Lake
Ride

Wednesday,
March 25

Promptly at
6:00 p.m.

Bluebonnet Ride

Saturday,
April 18

TBA

Southwest
Tandem Rally

Apr. 24-26

--

Fredericksburg,
TX

7:00 p.m.

Bodega Wine
Bar
6434 E.
Mockingbird Ln
Suite 109

Dates Social

Thursday,
May 14

Bath House at
White Rock
Lake
Bath House at
White Rock
Lake
Lancaster Town
Square

Nanette &
Ronnie
Bryant
Keri
Bloomer &
Stuart
Rogers
John &
Nancy
Griswold
Mike &
Sue Baker
Houston
Area
Tandem
Society

817-925-6632;
ronnierbryant@me.com

Two laps
around the
lake
clockwise
Two
clockwise
laps

Details in Newsletter
Dinner Following at Alphonso's
Italian Restaurant

--

--

Details to come

http://doubledates.com/swtr20
15/index.html

--

See website for more
information

--

--

See Newsletter

2kabloom@gmail.com

grampa.griswold@yahoo.com

Kris &
Chuck
Carlson

Details in Newsletter
Dinner Following at Dugg
Burger

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Larry Ronsko & Cindy Lee

972.953.8987 (h)

lronsko@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

kris365@sbcglobal.net

www.doubledates.com
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