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DATES ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, February 8, 2015
5:30 p.m.

Aboca's Italian Grill
10455 North Central Expressway, Dallas
(west side of 75 off the frontage road, south of Royal, north of Meadow Road, in the center with
Tom Thumb)
Join us for an evening of fun and Italian food. We will have the restaurant to ourselves and Aboca's
is a BYOB establishment. You may bring your beverage of choice!
Entree choices include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Lasagna (with meat)
Chicken Pomodoro (chicken with tomato, basil, oregano and marinara sauce)
Chicken Marsala (chicken scaloppini sautéed with mushrooms and marsala wine sauce)
Pasta Primavera (garden vegetables sautéed in olive oil, garlic, and Italian herbs in a white
wine sauce)
Pasta Marinara with Meatballs (tomatoes, herbs and garlic, and meatballs)

If you wish to have a gluten free meal (chicken and vegetables), please indicate that when you
respond.
Cost is $20 per person. Yes, this is less than last year, as the club has extra funds in the budget.
Members present at the November business meeting voted to use some of that money to subsidize
the club's annual meeting and dinner. What a deal! Reserve your place by sending a check (payable
to DATES) to Chuck Kirklen, 4532 Tuscany Drive, Plano, TX 75093. NOTE: Please indicate your
choice of entrees when you send in your check.
Not sure of your schedule that far ahead? Send your check anyway. If you cancel a week before the
dinner, we'll refund your money.
At the meeting, we will elect new officers for the 2015 year. The officer positions are:
DATES Coordinator
Rides Coordinator
Newsletter Editor
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Coordinator

Plan now to attend - see you there!
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25th Anniversary Southwest Tandem Rally
Fredericksburg, Texas
April 24-26, 2015
Pre-tour: April 21-23, 2015
The Houston Area Tandem Society is hosting the 2015 Southwest Tandem Rally in Fredericksburg,
TX, located in the Texas Hill Country, 80 miles west of Austin, and 70 miles north of San Antonio.
Fredericksburg is home to a thriving German community that welcomes visitors who want to
experience the beauty of the hill country and there's no better way to explore this unique part of
Texas than on a tandem bicycle!
Also offered this year is a three day pre-tour before the rally for tandem riders who want to explore
even more of the hill country.
Registration for the 2015 Southwest Tandem Rally will open on January 1, 2015. A downloadable
PDF registration form will be available on the rally’s website. The form will need to be filled out and
returned by regular mail with the registration fee.
Registration is limited to 80 tandem teams. Registrations will be numbered in the order they are
received. Registration #81 and higher will be added to a waiting list in the order received.
Teams on the waiting list may chose to attend the Rally, but will not be included in the banquet
which is space limited to 160 persons. Those on the waiting list who chose to attend the Rally but
not the banquet will receive a total refund for the banquet.
For additional information, please see: http://doubledates.com/swtr2015/index.html
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Pilot Point Ride

Saturday, Nov. 29th
Co-led by teams Ronsko-Lee and Carlson
Report by Chuck Carlson
The Pilot Point ride was one of the first DATES rides Kris and I did (in 1999, I think) and only two
teams showed up that frigid March day – leaders Herb and Sandra Bloomer and us. Despite the
cold and a short walk through extremely sticky mud beneath the dam, we had a good time. Maybe
it was the fried chicken and pie at a café in Tioga after the ride. Or maybe it was the stretch of
road named Friendship. Who could have bad time riding a flat pretty road named Friendship?

Fast forward 15 years to 11/29/14 -- The Ronsko-Lee led ride was much warmer but also much
windier. Larry and Cindy checked the route during the week of the ride only to discover that road
closures would eliminate the 7-mile western loop. Given the stiff south wind that would greet us as
we started, nobody complained.
What a slow go on the normally speedy descent down Massey Road! But we soon got relief from
headwinds -- crosswinds. After fighting headwind and crosswind for 21 miles, we were past ready
for the Aubrey rest stop. Fourteen miles later, at the Big Dam Store, we were all happy to be done
with the headwind. But the crosswind continued to pester us across the dam. Only when we
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headed north for the finish did we get a good taste of a true tailwind, and it was delicious going UP
that same Massey Road hill at 24 mph that we had pedaled DOWN at 16mph when we started.
Larry and Cindy selected a great lunch place (Prairie House) where all but four of us ate Chickenfried Chicken. A first for me -- yummy!
Some history: Kris and I started leading the Pilot Point ride a couple of years after we first rode it
with Herb and Sandra. Herb’s original 37-mile route grew to 54 as gravel roads were later paved.
Not long after, Pilot Point became a twice-a-year ride, with Kevin and Linda Vinson leading a few
times in addition to us (plus, I think others have led the ride, too). And now Larry and Cindy join
the Pilot Point ride leader crew. Herb and Sandra, did you really think your ride would become such
a favorite? Maybe it will return to Bloomer leadership with Keri and Stuart heading it up.
One jibe I can’t resist: Rick Dixon, please remember to check shoe-pedal compatibility before
leaving home. We need you and Ann on the front of the peloton ALL, not just some, of the time.
Thanks to everyone who showed up and rode, and to Larry and Cindy for doing the hard work in
leading the ride.
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DATES Annual Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday, December 7th
Hosted by Linda & Kevin Vinson
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
This year’s DATES Annual Christmas Lights Ride was scheduled a week earlier than in past years.
Linda and I were worried that there would not be as many houses decorated as in past years since
we were hosting the ride the first weekend of December instead of the second weekend. So Linda
and I decided to drive the route since we were going to be in Dallas for dinner and a movie the
Saturday before the ride.
We were so excited to see how many homes were decorated and how pretty the homes looked.
The only other worry we had was the weather. The forecast called for a slight chance of rain. We
had a feeling the weather was one of the main reasons we were not getting a lot of RSVPs. On the
day of the ride I was loading the tandem and it started sprinkling. I thought to myself, this is going
to be interesting.
Linda and I arrived at the Crate & Barrel parking lot an hour early so that we would have time to
get the tandem ready with all of the lights. I already had the Hokey Spokes on the bike so the hard
part was out of the way. It was nice seeing Nanette & Ronnie Bryant in the parking lot so we knew
we weren’t going to be riding by ourselves. After Nanette & Ronnie got their tandem ready, we
decided to take the traditional pre-ride photo. As you can see we were having a little fun with the
“Kodak moment”.

Going back to the weather, it ended up being a very nice evening for a ride. The wind was calm
and it did mist briefly but the temperature was much better than anticipated. This was probably the
nicest weather we have had for this ride in the last several years. Shortly after the photos were
taken, Diane & Jeff Wheeler pulled up so now we were up to 3 tandem teams. Once Diane & Jeff
had their tandem ready we set up for another photo-op.
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Diane & Jeff had their tandem all decorated for the ride. At 5:30 PM we felt pretty confident we
were the only ones riding so we made our way out of the parking lot. This year’s route included the
Hunter’s Glen loop, which extends the normal route to just under 11 miles.

In years past the tandem teams participating in the ride would have to deal with car traffic and also
horse-driven carriages. I’m not sure if having the ride a week earlier was the case but we had less
traffic from cars and horse-driven carriages on the route. It was so nice having less traffic. As for
the decorated houses, they didn’t disappoint. Below are a few pictures that were taken during the
ride.
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The last picture was taken on the Hunter’s Glen loop. We were really enjoying the sights. Jeff
Wheeler brought along a video camera, something similar to a GoPro, to videotape the ride. What
a great idea! Since we had such a small group we had the luxury of stopping along the route to
take pictures. All six of us had a great time during the ride. When we encountered the horsedriven carriages along the route, the people in the carriages were always friendly and the kids got a
kick out of our decorated tandems.
After about an hour we were back to the Crate & Barrel parking lot. As has always been the case,
the post-ride dinner was at Chuy’s on Knox Street with a White Elephant gift exchange. Another
nice thing about having this year’s ride on the first weekend in December was the fact we were able
to celebrate Nanette’s pending 60th birthday. For the dinner we had six couples. The additional
couples were Beckie & Lee Wilson, Keri Bloomer & Stuart Rogers and Laura Roberts & Pete
Holverson.
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The dinner at Chuy’s was great, Nanette’s birthday cakes were yummy and everyone had fun with
the White Elephant gift exchange. The DATES Annual Christmas Lights Ride is always a lot of fun.
Looking forward to next year’s edition.
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Ride Leaders Needed
Make it your New Year's resolution to lead a ride for DATES! There are many routes to choose from
that are already mapped out. Just let me know and we can set you up with cue sheets, Garmin
routes, etc… Let’s make this a record year for rides!!
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2015 DOUBLE DATES RENEWAL
It is time to renew your membership. Renew NOW and participate with DATES members in 2015.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fill in the name and address information below. (PLEASE PRINT)
Read and sign the Liability Release. All riders over the age of 18 must sign.
Make out a check for $25.00 payable to “DOUBLE DATES”
Send your renewal form to:
Kevin & Linda Vinson

7013 Fox Drive
The Colony, TX 75056-4458
Captain:

Stoker:

Street
Home Ph:

Apt. #

City:

Work Ph:

State:
Fax:

Zip:

E-mail:

LIABILITY RELEASE
All riders must sign a waiver of claim below to become members of Double Dates. Parents or guardians must sign for riders under 18 years of age.
I acknowledge that by signing this document, I am releasing the Double Dates, its members, officers, and agents from liability. This release is a
contract with legal consequences, and I have read it carefully before signing.
I acknowledge that cycling is an inherently dangerous sport and fully realize the dangers of participating in group rides. I fully assume the risks
associated with such participation.
For myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, assignees, and successors in interest (collectively “Successors”), I hereby
waive, release, discharge, hold harmless, promise not to sue, and indemnify the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, its members, ride leaders and
officers (collectively the “Released Parties”) from any and all rights and claims including claims arising from the released parties’ own negligence,
gross negligence or intentional conduct, which I have or which may hereafter accrue to me, and from any and all damages which may be sustained
by me directly or indirectly in connection with, or arising out of, my participation in or association with an event sponsored by Dallas Area Tandem
Enthusiasts.
I understand and agree that situations may arise during a ride, which may be beyond the immediate control of the leader(s), and I must continually
ride so as to endanger neither others nor myself. I accept responsibility for the conditions and adequacy of my own bicycle equipment. I will wear
a helmet that satisfies the requirements of the ANSI Snell regulations that can protect against serious head injury, and I assume all responsibility
and liability for the selection of such a helmet. I have no physical or medical condition, which to my knowledge would endanger others or myself
if I participate in Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts rides or would interfere with my ability to participate in such rides. I agree that should I or my
successors assert my claim in contravention of this agreement, the asserting party shall be liable for the expenses (including legal fees) incurred by
the other party or parties in defending.
I understand that a parent or responsible adult must accompany all riders under the age of 18 on any Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts ride. If I am
a minor, my parent or guardian also is signing on my behalf and we both agree to be bound by the terms of this waiver and release.

SIGNATURES OF ALL RIDERS
, Captain

Age

Date

, Stoker

Age

Date

, Other rider

Age

Date

, Other rider

Age

Date
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

--

--

--

Details on page 2

Houston
Area
Tandem
Society

http://doubledates.com/swtr20
15/index.html

--

See website for more
information

Aboca's Italian
Grill
DATES Annual
Meeting

Southwest
Tandem Rally

Sunday,
February 8,
2015

Apr. 24-26

5:30 p.m.

--

10455 North
Central
Expressway,
Dallas

Fredericksburg,
TX

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972.985.7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

kris365@sbcglobal.net

www.doubledates.com
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