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Note from Ride Coordinators Mindy & Scott Mashburn
We need more ride leaders to lead rides! Please think about volunteering to lead one! We have
maps and information for many routes available, and can suggest routes if you need ideas. Please
contact Mindy Mashburn to lead a ride, at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net.

Tandem Article in Washington Post
The Washington Post recently published an article entitled “Tandem cycling tests more than just
fitness”, which begins “Bicycles can be good for commuting. They can also be good for communing
(with nature). On a bicycle built for two, whether you commute or commune, you had better be
good at communicating.” Although nothing in the article is news to members of DATES, it was
interesting to see an article on tandems in a newspaper as widely read as the Washington Post.
The article can be found at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/wellness/tandem-cyclingtests-more-than-just-fitness/2014/09/30/0cdad834-42c0-11e4-9a15-137aa0153527_story.html.
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SAVE THE DATE
Upcoming DATES Meetings
Mark Your Calendars!
BUSINESS MEETING: The DATES Fall Business Meeting will be held at the home of Scott and Mindy
Mashburn, 5610 Stanford Ave. Dallas 75209, on Sunday, November 9 at 5:30 pm. The meeting will
start at 7:00 pm. PLEASE RSVP by November 1 to smashfamily@sbcglobal.net or text or call Mindy
at 214-395-9565. They will provide a chicken entrée, so bring an appetizer, salad, side dish, or
dessert to share. BYOB.
ANNUAL MEETING: Please save Sunday evening, February 8, 2015 for the DATES Annual Meeting
and Dinner. Details to follow in a couple months.
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2014 Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 10-12
Clarksville, Texas

It is once again time to start registration for the 2014 Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour.
This will be our eighth anniversary for the tour! We had great participation this past June in the
Ninth Annual Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tour, and we got to visit with a lot of our friends. But,
we are ready to see you again in October and make some new friends, as well. We are also looking
forward to visiting with our friends that weren't able to make it in June or just prefer tandem only
events.
There are a few changes this year. For those of you who remember the early years of the tour
when we had cabins available, that is no longer an option as many of the cabins we formerly used
have been sold or are now used as permanent residences. However, there are still many great
options for accommodations. The Courthouse Inn and the Red River Inn have available rooms,
although some rooms may have already been booked. There are also several options available for
anyone interested in bringing a camper. There are camper pads and hook-ups at Langford Lake
(about a half mile north of town), next to the Old Jail (in the general vicinity of the Courthouse Inn),
and at the Rowley Ranch (east of town).
There will be a new venue this year for all of our evening activities-The Wild Rose. We had our
Saturday evening meal there this past June, and it was wonderful. The Wild Rose is located in a
historic building just off of the square in Clarksville. It has been restored very nicely, and the food
is great. This October both evening meals will be served at The Wild Rose, and entertainment will
be provided by the always-spectacular Don Pierce. There will be an open bar (beer and wine) both
evenings at no additional cost. The Wild Rose will open at 6:00 each evening and dinner will be
served at 7:30.
Other than the changes noted, the overall format this year will remain generally unchanged from
prior years. The registration fee will cover the evening meals on both Friday and Saturday,
entertainment on both Friday and Saturday evenings, an open bar (beer and wine) on both Friday
and Saturday evenings, and breakfast both Saturday and Sunday for those staying at the Red River
Inn, along with other incidental expenses. As was the case in previous years, riders will be
responsible for lodging and for lunch.
Please let me know, if you have any questions. We look forward to seeing you soon!!!
Schedule:
Friday (10/10)
Check-in/Registration will be anytime after 12:00 at the Historic Red River County Chamber of
Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square). Additional directions will be provided at registration to
specific accommodations depending on preference (B & B/Red River Inn/Campsites).
A short ride of 20-30 miles will be planned for Friday afternoon, with no specific start time.
The Wild Rose (100 N. Walnut) in historic Downtown Clarksville will be open for mingling and
getting acquainted at 6:00, and supper will be served at 7:30. Don Pierce will be on hand to
provide our entertainment. Also, there will be an open bar throughout the evening.
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Saturday (10/11)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:30 to 8:30 for those staying at the Red
River Inn or for anyone camping that wants to make their way to the Red River Inn.
Ride Details - we will hold a mass start at 9:00. While there will be a mass start, riders who want to
start earlier or later will have that option (anytime between 8:30 to 10:00). Two ride distances will
be available - 55 miles and 71 miles (If anyone would like a shorter route, please email me and we
can include a 40 mile loop). Red River County is a reasonably flat, but very scenic and fun to ride
with minimal traffic. The routes will be a marked and SAGed with rest stops every 20-25 miles.
Dinner will be catered and will be served at 7:30 at The Wild Rose, but please come early to enjoy
the entertainment and visit with friends. The restaurant will open at 6:00.
Sunday (10/12)
Breakfast will be provided at the Red River Inn between 7:00 to 8:00 for those staying at the Red
River Inn, at the Oaks or for anyone camping that wants to make their way the Red River Inn.
Ride Details - The ride on Sunday will start at 8:30 and will cover a distance of 25-35 miles.
We start both breakfast and the ride 1/2 hour earlier on Sunday to help you get home in time to
watch the Cowboys!
Accommodations:
The Courthouse Inn Bed & Breakfast located in downtown Clarksville is the most charming option.
Space is limited to 6 teams. Please call 903-427-0801 or 903-427-5435 to make your reservations.
Please indicate that you will be participating in the Tandem Rally as they have blocked all rooms for
us for the weekend.
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They offer
remodeled and nonsmoking rooms - some with mini refrigerators and microwaves. The rooms aren't
plush, but they are nice and clean. We have many tour participants that routinely stay there.
Camping at Langford Lake or the Old Jail can be coordinated with the City of Clarksville (903-4273836). Langford Lake is a reservoir owned by the City of Clarksville, and it is located just north of
town. The area surrounding the lake has undergone many improvements over the last several
years. There are 6 concrete camper pads and hookups located on the northwest side of the lake in
a nice secluded area. Also, the city has developed 3 camper sites next to the Old Jail near the
Courthouse Inn. Camping at the Rowley Ranch (about 10 miles east of town) includes space for 2
campers or tents, if you really feel adventuresome (please notify me (Rob) via email of your interest
in these accommodations).
Cost:
$110 per team which includes dinner both Friday and Saturday, entertainment both Friday and
Saturday evenings, an open bar both Friday and Saturday evenings, breakfast both Saturday and
Sunday mornings as noted, SAG support and directional signage Saturday and Sunday, rest stops
on Saturday, great maps, and virtually no traffic. I wanted to share a quick note on costs. The
purpose of this ride since its inception is to provide a great event for tandem enthusiasts, and to
promote tourism in Red River County. The ride has been, and continues to be, operated on a 100%
break-even basis. In order to avoid costs associated with late cancellations, there will be no refunds
for cancellations received after October 1st. We are also requesting that registration fees be
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submitted at the time of registration. Please register via email as noted below and send payment
to:
Red River County Chamber of Commerce
101 N. Locust
Clarksville, TX 75426
For those wishing to pay electronically, we are still working on this option - sorry!
Support:
Saturday and Sunday rides will include SAG support with maps and directional signage on the route.
Rest stops will be provided at 20-25 mile intervals on Saturday only.
Clarksville/Red River County:
Population is 3,800 and 12,700, respectively. Clarksville was founded in 1833 and Red River County
was the gateway into Texas for the first settlers including Davy Crockett and Sam Houston. The
roads are well maintained, reasonably flat, with only minor to modest traffic.
Registration Form:
This ride is limited to the first 30 teams who sign up for the ride prior to October 3rd, 2013.
Registration will be accomplished by notifying Rob Rowley, the ride coordinator, via email
(rrowley1885@gmail.com) with the following information and remitting payment to the Chamber of
Commerce as noted above:
Team Name:_________________________________________________________________
Captain's Name:______________________________________________________________
Stoker's Name:_______________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:______________________________________________________________
Email Address:_______________________________________________________________
Overnight Accommodations (you need to make your own reservations):
Bed and Breakfast____
Red River Inn_____
Camping_____
A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Contact Names:
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rrowley1885@gmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-3858 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Diane Peek 903-427-2645
(redrivercc@windstream.net)
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DATES Halloween Ride
October 25-26, 2014
Ride Start at 9:00 a.m.

START LOCATION: Purtis Creek State Park (Eustace, TX) to Tyler
ROUTE OPTIONS: Saturday is 51 or 57 miles and Sunday is 47 or 60 miles
RIDE LEADERS: Scott and Mindy Mashburn
CONTACT INFO: smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
Mindy 214-395-9565,
Scott 214-641-5607
It's time for the annual Halloween Ride through beautiful east Texas to Tyler. We will meet in Purtis
Creek State Park in Eustace (62 miles from Dallas) and ride to Edom for lunch at The Shed. There
are funky little art galleries and shops there as well. We will then continue on to Tyler, staying at
the Comfort Suites Hotel.
As always, we will hold a happy hour there, so bring your snacks to share and your beverage of
choice. Tyler is now "wet" for beer and wine! Hurray! They sell it in grocery stores, gas stations,
etc. So you do not need to bring your booze with you unless you have that special bottle you've
been dying to drink! There is also a winery in town and sell their own wine there. We made a stop
there last year and it was a fun side trip (and the wine was not bad either!). There are quite a few
restaurants within walking distance for dinner after that. Breakfast is provided by the hotel, and we
will ride back to Purtis Creek State Park where DATES will provide a picnic lunch spread.
Here are the details:
Ride start is 9 a.m. To get to Purtis Creek State Park, take US 175 E toward Kaufman. After
Mabank, take exit to County Road 2938 and turn left. Go about 4 miles and merge onto 316 till you
see the park entrance on the left.
There is NO SAG, so you will have to carry your overnight gear, food, water, tools, etc....
We will provide maps/cue sheets and if you are late, they will be left on the windshield of our car
(silver Lexus SUV).
I have blocked 12 rooms at the Comfort Suites at $94, and you will need to make your own
reservation. 903-534-0999. These rooms will be released 2 weeks prior to the event. They are
under the DATES name.
Costumes and bike decorations are optional but always fun!!
Please RSVP to Mindy at smashfamily@sbcglobal.net by October 1, so she will know how many to
make the lunch reservation for.
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TOTS (Tour Of The Stars)
Sunday, November 2

Ride Leaders: Lee & Beckie Wilson
This year we decided to slip the TOTS Ride out to November 2nd from the usual early October slot.
We've been talking about changing-up the route a bit . . . so I guess it'll be "TOTS Nuevo" this year.
It will be the morning after the time change (roll back an hour), but we didn't want to delay further
since the DATES Business Meeting will be the following week. I’ll try to put out an update regarding
the “Nuevo" route via email as it get closer.
Hope y'all can make it. Thanks . . . Lee & Beckie
DATE: Sunday, November 2, 2014
TIME: Gather at 9:30am to leave when group is ready (remember to turn back clocks night before)
CONTACT: TheWilsons.TX@me.com or 972-977-9686
START: Behind Chili’s at the NE corner of Travis and Knox – in the Uptown area near Travis Walk
DISTANCE: (TBD)
LUNCH: After the ride at a nearby establishment of the group’s choice.
DESCRIPTION: Details TBA (or maybe just a surprise), but guaranteed to be an interesting urban
ride.

We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
If you
would like to contribute something, please send it to
datesline@gmail.com by the 25th of the month
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DATES Gunter Fall Ramble
Sunday, November 9

Meet:

9:00 a.m. in the Gunter High School Parking Lot (US 289 and Tiger Lane - across from
the Sonic Drive-In)

Ride Start: 9:30 a.m. (Restrooms located at the Exxon Station in Gunter on State Highway 289)
Three routes:
31 Miles: http://ridewithgps.com/routes/6113596
41 Miles: http://ridewithgps.com/routes/6113515
51 Miles: http://ridewithgps.com/routes/6113564
Map to Gunter High School: https://goo.gl/maps/OBCv9
About Gunter:

Gunter is at the intersection of State Highway 289 and Farm Road 121, twelve miles southwest of
Sherman in south central Grayson County. One of the later towns to be established in Grayson
County, Gunter received a post office in 1898 and was organized as a community in 1902 when the
tracks of the St. Louis, San Francisco and Texas Railway reached the area. The town's namesake,
John Gunter, a cattleman and surveyor, donated land for the townsite. The arrival of the railroad
established Gunter as a retail and community center for area farmers. (Photo and Information
courtesy of TXRRHistory.com)
Questions? Contact Jeff and Heather Lingo at jefflingo@outlook.com
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Ride(?) Report

Round and Round the Lake
Wednesday September 10
by Ernie and Regina Coose
Some days cooler heads prevail and common sense trumps good intentions, even for tandem riders
...
Expecting that temperatures would start to mellow in mid-September, we planned to host another
evening ride around White Rock Lake. Instead, Mother Nature added steaming humidity to the
summer trend of 99-degree evenings. We waited and wilted behind the Lot for our fellow riders, our
enthusiasm waning and our commitment shaking, dripping under our helmets.
As start time approached, we looked left. We looked right. We saw no tandems.
Finally the always-game John and Nancy Griswold tandemed over from their nearby home. They
kindly came to let us know they were far from game for a couple long loops around the Lake in this
heat. They planned to scoot back to their air-conditioning by the shortest possible route and
recommended we do the same.
We all made half-hearted noises about needing the exercise and maybe riding one short loop. In
the end though, we used common sense as our mothers always hoped we would. We went to the
bar. Brenda Cole, who had sense from the beginning and never made a pretense about riding,
joined us for dinner and
drinks.
We all agreed to count
this as a DATES ride
because biking was on
our minds, as you can
see from our official 'ride'
photo.
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Taste of White Rock
The neighborhood you ride through on the east side of White Rock Lake is called The Peninsula.
The neighborhood association has taken on certain responsibilities that the city has abdicated to
them such as the Luna Rd blockade beautification and the Buckner berm maintenance, as well as
the association’s area of park cleaning.
Yearly, for the past ten years, the Peninsula Neighborhood Association has enlisted the graces of
area restaurants to participate in a coupon booklet that provides certain discounts on food and
beverage with no more than 1/3 of the proceeds going to the PNA for maintenance of their
responsibilities and other association expenses, and up to 2/3 of the proceeds going to not-for-profit
groups that benefit White Rock Lake. Over the past few years the PNA Taste of White Rock has
donated over $25,000 to organizations such as the Bath House Cultural Center, For the Love of the
Lake, the White Rock Dog Park, and others. This year the coupon book has discounts from The
Lake House on the north end to The Lot on the south, with numerous of your favorite spots
(Alphonso's, The Alligator, Good Friends, Urban Vines) in between. If you ride the lake and dine in
the area, consider the ten dollar ($10) investment in a coupon book as a win-win-win purchase.
The neighborhood association benefits from the purchase and helps keep the east side of the lake
lovely for your use. The not-for-profits that benefit the lake are enriched beyond what their normal
sources provide. And you get a discount at some of the best restaurants in the city…and in some
cases you’ll earn back your purchase price with the first meal.
John Griswold is selling the books and would be happy to meet you on the trail or you can drop by
his house just above the Bath House to purchase a book for just $10. The coupons are good until
the end of May 2015.
Call John at 972-913-4904 or ask him for a book when you see him next. Or drop by 9418 Hobart,
just off Lake Highlands overlooking the Bath House, and ask for a beer or a cool glass of water . . .
and a coupon booklet.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY
2014 Gateway
to Texas Get-aWay Tandem
Tour

DATES
Halloween Ride

TOTS (Tour Of
The Stars)

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

--

Clarksville,
Texas

Red River
Chamber
of
Commerce

See Newsletter

--

See Newsletter

October 25-26

Ride Start
at 9:00
a.m.

Purtis Creek
State Park
(Eustace, TX)
to Tyler

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
Mindy 214-395-9565,
Scott 214-641-5607

Saturday is
51 or 57
miles and
Sunday is
47 or 60
miles

See Newsletter

Sunday,
November 2

Gather at
9:30am to
leave when
group is
ready

Behind Chili’s at
the NE corner
of Travis and
Knox

Lee &
Beckie
Wilson

TheWilsons.TX@me.com or
972-977-9686

TBD

See Newsletter

31, 41, 51
miles

(Restrooms located at the
Exxon Station in Gunter on
State Highway 289)

DATE

October 10-12

Meet:
DATES Gunter
Fall Ramble

Sunday,
November 9

9:00 a.m.
Ride Start:
9:30 a.m.

Gunter High
School Parking
Lot (US 289
and Tiger Lane
- across from
the Sonic
Drive-In)

Jeff and
Heather
Lingo

jefflingo@outlook.com

DATES Business
Meeting

Sunday,
November 9

Dinner at
5:30 pm;
Meeting at
7:00 pm

5610 Stanford
Ave. Dallas
75209

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net
214-395-9565

--

DATES Annual
Meeting

Sunday,
February 8,
2015

--

--

--

--

--

PLEASE RSVP by November 1 to
Mindy.

Details to follow in a couple
months.

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972.985.7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Barbara and Glenn Rudolph

972-390-2724 (h)

Rudolph.Barb@gmail.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

kris365@sbcglobal.net

www.doubledates.com
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