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Southwest Tandem Rally 2014
From Your Hosts

Teresa and I consider it an honor to be your 2014 SWTR hosts.
We’ve enjoyed the excellence of many SWTR events and our aim is
to continue the tradition. We entered this endeavor with fear and
trepidation. We’ve endured it through much labor, love and prayer.
Along the way we recruited Sonya Minnerly to share the load and
she’s more than done so. We’re psyched for you to experience our
capital city, and to pedal the miles of paved trail along the shores
and parks of the Arkansas River. Oh, and the LED-lit bridges on
Friday night will serve to set the stage for a great weekend together.
We have much planned for you, but we’re most excited about
serving you with the same great service you've come to expect at the
SWTR!
Hoping to serve you in May,
Rob and Teresa Hernandez (formerly Smith)
Registration is currently full, but there is a wait list. See www.SWTR2014.com for
more information.
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Round and Round The Lake Rides
Wednesday, May 7

Ride Hosts – John & Nancy Griswold
When:
Where:

Ride at 6:00 p.m., so gather and be ready before then
The Bath House at White Rock Lake in Dallas

Dinner will be on the patio of the Alligator Cafe, 9540 Garland Rd #362, afterwards.
For anyone running late, we will be doing the lake clockwise and plan to include the NW
Highway adder . . . for an 11-mile loop. Additionally, just for pure meanness, we will climb the
Northcliff hill at the end of the first lap; our one and only pass.
If anyone needs to leave a bike behind in my garage during supper, we'd be happy to
accommodate the bike. Anyone who rides to the start and would prefer to NOT cycle to the
Alligator, we will provide ride sharing - guaranteed for the first three couples, and likely more
from other DATES . . . and you can leave your bike in my garage ‘til the return (but you have
to climb the hill a second time).
I plan for this to be a no-drop ride. The slowest team will set the pace . . . even if we need to
push them. We reserve the right to send the group on if there is a terminal mechanical and
we need to fetch a rescue vehicle. Otherwise, we anticipate a good workout for the slowest
and an easy ride for the fastest if they hang with us. If any teams want to break out and open
up, so be it.

Wednesday, May 21
Ride Hosts – Ernie & Regina Coose

Ride Start: Alfonso's Italian Restaurant, 718 N. Buckner (at Northcliff), Dallas
Meet Time: 6:00 p.m.; Ride Time: 6:15 p.m.
Distance: Two loops around White Rock Lake
We’ll saddle up in Alfonso's parking lot, then take Northcliff to the lake. We’ll ride two
clockwise loops around the lake, in a DATES group or at a pace of your own.
After the ride, please join us at Alfonso's for drinks and dinner. See link for driving
directions, menu, etc. Wednesday is Lasagna night ($10 special).
http://www.alfonsositalianrestaurant.com/
Contacts: Ernie or Regina Coose at 571-259-1454 or 214-803-8945 (mobile numbers)
erniecoose@verizon.net
Note from Ride Coordinators Mindy & Scott Mashburn:
We need more ride leaders to continue the Round and Round the Lake Rides! We will try to
have one every other Wednesday evening starting and ending at different venues near White
Rock Lake. Start time 6:00 p.m., 2 loops of the lake, followed by dinner. Please think about
volunteering to lead one! Contact me if you have questions. Mindy Mashburn
smashfamily@sbcglobal.net.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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DATES Ride Oklahoma Weekend
May 16 – 18

Just a note to all of our DATES Friends – we would like to invite you to the annual DATES
Ride Oklahoma weekend May 16 – 18. It will be a little earlier in May this year and the Road
Kill Rally (local pay ride) has been moved to September 20th in conjunction with an Ardmore,
Oklahoma Main Street community party and music festival.
Please join us for all or part of the weekend. Please let me know if you think you will be
here, so we can make plans. Kay Watson – email: cw7540@cableone.net text or call: 580504-7537
Weekend Agenda:
Friday 5/16 - RTR Phase I– DATES Rick to Rick ride from Rick & Ann Dixon’s abode in
McKinney, Texas to Rick & Kay Watson’s house, Ardmore, Oklahoma (approximately 100
miles) – Rick Dixon will be getting the details out for this ride shortly.
Friday Dinner 5/16, 6-10 p.m. – Watsons are again hosting a catered dinner at 3891 McClain
Road, Ardmore, OK 73401. The food will be catered by Interurban Restaurant – Chicken
fajitas, refried beans, Spanish rice, salad, salsa, guacamole, chips, soft drinks and desserts.
The restaurant charges around $10 per person – we will also have wine and beer available.
We will need RSVPs to finalize the headcount for the order by May 13.
Saturday Ride, 5/17, 8:00 a.m. – RTR Phase II DATES Ride the Rockies of Oklahoma – starts
at Cedarvale Fried Pie restaurant parking lot, Interstate 35 at exit 51 (about 20 miles north of
Ardmore). The ride is 45 miles – maps/q-sheets will be provided; lunch stop in Sulphur at the
newly opened Artesian Hotel. There will be alternative start at Springer High School (exit 40)
that adds about 20 total miles over the Arbuckle Mountain pass. We will have details and
maps for all those opting for this start.
Saturday Group Dinner 5/17, 6:30 p.m. – Café Alley, 126 A. Street NE, Ardmore –
see www.cafealleyardmore.com for menu, directions etc. They have a full bar and variety
menu. Please RSVP for headcount.
Sunday Ride 5/18, 8:30 a.m. - RTR Phase III DATES Ride to Rejoice – will start back at the
Watson house and do part of the Roadkill Rally route over Tater Hill and around Lake
Murray. There are several different route options – from 25 miles to 55 or 60 miles. Again
we will provide maps.
Hotels:
Last year we asked the Holiday Inn Convention Center to reserve a block of rooms for $105
per night. It is located between I-35 exits 32 and 33 on Rockford Road (1 block east of I35).
It is connected to the Ardmore Convention Center and there is a Sports Grill on the premises.
You can make reservations by calling 580-226-3333 or online
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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at www.holidayinn.com/ardmore-ok. I did not reserve a block of rooms this time because
they didn’t really give us much of a discount last year.
You can also book at another Ardmore hotel – see a list of most at http://www.oklahomahotels.org/cities/Ardmore/- some of the newer ones are Springhill Suites, New LaQuinta Inn
& Suites (the one on Veterans Blvd. is the older but remodeled one), Comfort Inn and Suites
(formerly Hampton Inn), and Candlewood Suites.

RTR 2014
ROAD THRILL RALLY
MAY 16-18, 2014

RTR has long been a deliberate and organized incursion into Oklahoma to demonstrate the
power that is Texas, infiltrate the local riding haunts, and indulge in the generosity of some
Oklahomans. After numerous successful operations, our mission of shock and awe becomes
one of humility and benevolence. After all, Oklahoma does deserve the respect that
statehood entails and we have concluded that there are some Oklahomans that are inviting,
cordial, and downright nice.

RTR – Rick To Rick
May 16, 1214
We again ride the 100-mile journey on our single bikes from McKinney (Rick Dixon’s) to
Ardmore (Rick Watson’s). We will experience the “thrill” of the open road by bicycle as the
pioneers of our states did by horseback. We sojourn as one in full anticipation of the
Oklahoma hoedown that lies ahead.

RTR – Ride The Rockies (of Oklahoma)
MAY 17, 1214
We will be escorted on a journey by tandem though the beautiful Arbuckle Mountains by our
hosts, Rick and Kay Watson. The Arbuckle Mountains provide the “thrill” and the beauty of
mountain riding without the anguish and suffering of the Rockies of Colorado.

RTR – Ride To Rejoice
May 18, 2014
We ride a short Watson-led ride to recover and rejoice in our accomplishment. Rejoice in the
“thrill” produced only by riding a bicycle for nearly 200 miles in 3 days with good
friends. Rejoice in the “thrill” of an accomplishment that few are willing and able to do.
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Tandem Demo Days
May 24-25

We have scheduled two Tandem Demo Days for Memorial Day weekend. We will be at Plano
Cycling and Fitness on Saturday, May 24th and at Richardson Bike Mart at Coit & Campbell
on Sunday, May 25th. We will support demos from 12:00 - 4:00 pm each day.
Several teams have volunteered to help, but we are still looking for a few more players to
help out each day. The potential customers have lots of questions and are eager to talk to
someone with experience. This is true for both captains and stokers. We also need assistance
with pedal swaps and seat height adjustments. The shoppers who show up are interested in
general information about tandem-riding, tandem bikes, club activities, etc. It is FUN!! And
successful. Each Demo Day event has ultimately led to tandem sales and new club members.
Come out and share your enthusiasm!
To sign up, please contact Kris or Chuck Carlson. Thanks!
Kris:

214 -577-5591; mac.kris@mac.com

Chuck:

972-679-1200; carchuck@gmail.com
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Southwest Missouri Tandem Weekend
July 11 - 13, 2014
Come join us for 3 days of riding the rolling hills around the Ozarks in Southwest Missouri.
Springfield is located in Greene County and is surrounded with paved roads that vary from
chip and seal to blacktop.
We are going to host a variety of routes that will have low traffic and we are planning on a
wine stop.
Schedule:
•
•
•

Friday will be a Show N Go on your own.
Saturday will have several options to choose from. We will return to town for a
dinner and gathering that evening at the Doubletree Hotel.
Sunday's plans are to head north for ice cream.

Southwest Missouri has beautiful scenic roads to enjoy, so we hope that you come join us in
July.
Your hosts: John & Jean White
john.white01@sbcglobal.net
Rally Link: http://www.tandemsoftheozarks.com/

We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
If you would like to contribute something, please send
it to datesline@gmail.com by the 25th of the month
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DATES McKinney Ride
March 30, 2014

Report by Marc Mumby

Teams Andrea/Baggett, Bryant, Casteel, Dixon, Kailer, Mashburn, Mumby, Ronsko/Lee, and
Rudolph gathered in downtown McKinney on a beautiful spring morning. Our group also
included Mary Jackson and David Dres who were on their very first DATES ride.
Following group photography, we headed out on routes of 30, 38, and 50 miles. The first
section was the same for all and travelled north out of McKinney on Woodlawn and FM 2933
where we glided along with the aid of a southerly breeze. The short route turned east off of
FM 2933 onto small county roads to head to the rest stop in Princeton. The medium and long
routes continued north onto FM 545. From 545, the medium route turned south toward
Princeton and the long continued on to the town of Blue Ridge and first rest stop.
The Bryants, Dixons, Mashburns, Rudolphs, and team Ronsko/Lee joined Susie and me on
the long route. It was a great group and we clipped along at a steady pace taking turns
pulling into the wind. Memorable sections were the small country roads after leaving Blue
Ridge. They were scenic and provided a great way to avoid riding on busy Highway 78. Our
second rest stop was in Princeton. We are grateful to Jeff Lingo for his suggestions and help
with mapping routes. Unfortunately, the Lingos couldn’t make the ride that morning, but
were able to join us for lunch.
There are a few tidbits worth mentioning. Birds... It must have been mating season for
roadrunners (Beep, Beep!). We saw more of them than I’ve seen the whole time I’ve been in
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

May 2014

Page 9

Texas, at least a half dozen. Countryside... It was a too early for bluebonnets, but the grass
had started to turn green, which was a welcome change from the dull brown of winter. On a
sad note... it was the last DATES ride (at least for a while) for Alan and Renee Kailer (Board
members and newsletter editor) who are moving from Dallas back to Wichita. They were also
preparing to embark on a cross-country bicycling adventure. They will remain members of
the club, but we’ll miss seeing them on a regular basis. On a frustrating note... When the
long group got back to McKinney, the pizza place we chose for lunch was packed. After an
hour and a half we gave up and left without ever getting pizza. At least we had a nice long
opportunity to chat!

Glenn and Barb Rudolph
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Scott and Mindy Mashburn

Mindy, Susie and Barb
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Ronnie and Nanette Bryant

Rick and Anne Dixon

Beep, Beep! (courtesy of
the World Wide Web).
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Alan and Renee
chatting with Heather
Lingo, Warren Casteel,
Mellie Bagget and Rudy
Andrea

Lots of hungry cyclists... no pizza!
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Round and Round the Lake Ride
Wednesday, April 2nd

Hosted by Nancy & John Griswold
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
The second edition of the 2014 Round and Round the Lake Ride series happened to fall on a
day when skies were threatening. I was going to be riding solo this time around since Linda
had made plans with Brenda Cole to attend another event. Since John McManus and Brenda
Cole live so close to White Rock Lake, Linda and I drove to their house where I would then
drive to the Bath House where the ride was to start. When we arrived at John & Brenda’s, I
noticed John was in his DATES cycling kit. I had no idea John was going to join the ride on
his single so this was a pleasant surprise.
Once I got everything ready, John and I made our way to the Bath House on our bikes.
Within 15 minutes or so we were at the Bath House. Since Nancy & John Griswold live in the
White Rock Lake area, their commute was short as well. We also noticed that Kris & Chuck
Carlson were in the parking lot. As we were visiting, the skies decided to open up, so we
moved into the front entry of the Bath House. As we were monitoring the situation, we
noticed another tandem couple. Come to find out, it was the Provences. Jim & Cindy had
missed their regular Tuesday night ride and were getting a ride in that Wednesday.

So there we were, 3 tandems and 2 singles waiting out the weather. As for the Provences,
they had forgotten about the Round and Round the Lake Ride. They were on their last loop
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when they joined us for shelter from the rain. Once the rain had started to lighten up, the
Provences made their way out. As for the rest of us, we waited until the rain had subsided.
It ended up being about 15-20 minute delay. No big deal! The logistics were pretty simple,
2 loops around the lake and then a post-ride dinner at Café Alligator.!!
It was very quiet on the lake since the weather was threatening. As for our ride, all 6 of us
were taking advantage of the light traffic on the lake and enjoying ourselves in conversation.
For me, I was getting the scoop behind Nancy & John’s current house project. For those of
you that don’t know Nancy & John Griswold, they were long-time members of HATS
(Houston Area Tandem Society) and, before that, they were residents of the DFW area.
Linda and I first met the Griswolds at a Southwest Tandem Rally. These “Round and Round
the Lake Rides” have been a great opportunity to meet some of the new members that have
attended in the past.
Getting back to the ride, it wasn’t long before we had finished our first loop. John split off
from the group to make his way back home. John had already ridden 51 miles (if memory
serves me correctly) earlier in the day. And then there were 5! At this point I positioned
myself back and between the 2 tandems so that I could listen in on the conversations.
After the 2nd loop, the Carlsons made their way to the Bath House parking lot, the Griswolds
made their way back to their house and I made my way back to John & Brenda’s house to
load up the bike, change my clothes and make my way to meet everyone at Café Alligator.
During the ride I had heard that Janette & Harry Thompson would be joining us for dinner.
It would be nice to see Janette & Harry and also see first-hand how Harry was doing with his
recovery from double-knee replacement. When I arrived at Café Alligator, everyone was
there, including the Thompsons. It was great catching up with Janette & Harry and also
seeing how well Harry was doing.
As for Café Alligator, I had never been there and had no idea of the cuisine. I was pleasantly
surprised to find out it was Cajun cuisine, which I love. The food was very good. I had the
crawfish etouffee, and it was very good. Another nice surprise was that Linda and Brenda
also joined us after their event. It was a very nice way to end a nice ride around the lake.
Many thanks to Nancy & John for leading the ride! As of this writing, they are planning on
leading another edition of the Round and Round the Lake Ride on May 7th.
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Round and Round the Lake Ride
Wednesday, April 23rd

Hosted by Regina & Ernie Coose
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
Like the 1st edition of the Round and Round the Lake Ride series for 2014, Linda and I took
off work early so we could get down to White Rock Lake and get in a “warm-up” loop. The
starting location was the parking lot for Alfonso’s Italian Restaurant on Buckner. It just so
happens that Alfonso’s is one of Linda’s favorite restaurants and the post-ride dinner was
going to be at Alfonso’s. Linda already knew what she was going to have for dinner. LOL!
We were on the tandem and on our way shortly after 5:00 PM.
We had a very nice ride around the lake. The lake traffic was still light since we left work
early. We also included Loving hill and the two other hills that are part of the long running
Tuesday night lake ride. During our warm-up loop, we saw two single riders coming off the
White Rock Creek Trail onto the new path that runs parallel with Northwest Highway. We
were behind these two singles and the gentleman on the right looked very familiar. I quickly
figured out it was Roane Logan (current DATES member) which led me to believe the other
rider was Tom Chambers (former DATES member).
It had been years since I last saw Tom, since he was in London, England for 5 years for
work. According to Tom, he has been back in the states for about 3 years. Linda and I rode
with Roane & Tom all the way back to the Bath House where we split off. It was great
seeing Tom and Roane and getting a chance to visit with them while we were riding. We
were back to the beginning of the route with plenty of time before the 6:15 p.m. start. This
edition had a great turn out. We had 6 tandems and 2 singles at the start. We departed the
parking lot right around 6:15 p.m.
Attendees at the start:
1. Regina & Ernie Coose – Ride Leaders
2. Nancy & John Griswold
3. Brenda Cole & John McManus
4. Judith Gelwix & Patricia Marsolais
5. Debbie & Henry Livingston
6. Linda & Kevin Vinson
7. Mindy & Scott Mashburn (they were on their singles)
We had ridden about a mile when we came across Keri Bloomer & Stuart Rogers waiting for
us. That gave us 7 tandems and 2 singles. Even though it was windy, it was a great
evening for riding around the lake. We had a very nice double pace line going on the first
loop. As is always the case with these “Round and Round the Lake” rides, there was a lot of
conversation going on. We pretty much stayed on the road and avoided the trails due to the
number of tandems we had.
After the first loop we had a few teams split off and head back to Alfonso’s. The rest of us
continued on the 2nd loop. Like the 1st loop, all of us really enjoyed the tailwind we had on
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the west side of the lake. The remaining group made its way back to Alfonso’s for a much
anticipated dinner. LOL!

The dinner was very good. Linda loves the lasagna at Alfonso’s. In the past Linda and I
would make the drive down to Alfonso’s from The Colony for dinner. It’s definitely worth the
drive. The entire evening was very nice. You can’t go wrong cycling around White Rock
Lake. Many thanks to Regina & Ernie for leading the ride! They have already announced
that they are leading another edition on May 21st. Looking forward to it!
!
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Lancaster Ride Report
Saturday, April 19
Ride Hosts and Report By Mike & Sue Baker
Six tandems joined ride leaders Sue & me for rides of 45 & 63 miles through some
scenic areas just south of Lancaster on Saturday morning. Everyone arrived ready to ride,
and after our group photo at the Gazebo, we promptly rode out at 9:00 a.m. Also joining
us and taking the group photos was our son Kyle (on a single bike). We had a much
smaller (but still good) turnout this year (22 teams in 2013) since a large number of DATES'
teams were in Fredericksburg this same weekend.
It was a clear, sunny day with temps starting out in the mid-60s and warming to mid 70's by
the rides end. Absent were the strong winds we had recently been experiencing.
All but two teams opted for the 45 mile route; team Nieves and Team Baker (us) did the
longer 63 mile route. We all stayed pretty much together, with a couple of regrouping
areas. We got scattered a bit on the hills along Sugar Ridge Road, but regrouped again for
the "group bluebonnet photo op" on Sugar Ridge Road. After that, Team Nieves and us left
for the longer route, while the others stayed awhile longer to further enjoy the scenic
surroundings.
There were no glitches (flats or mechanicals) that I am aware off. After the ride, Sue & I
and Team Nieves joined Teams Coose & Sherf at a nearby Chili's. The Cooses & Sherfs were
already there with a table, enjoying their appetizers while waiting for our arrival.
Special note: The Sherfs came all the way from Ardmore, Oklahoma.
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Interesting Article
John McManus passed on this link to an article about a “Supersonic Divorce Machine”:
http://www.bikerumor.com/2009/12/30/specialized-shiv-carbon-fiber-tandem-aka-thesupersonic-divorce-machine/
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DATES Pilot Point Ride
Sunday, April 27th

Hosted by Kris & Chuck Carlson
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
As all of you know, the DATES Pilot Point Ride was originally scheduled for Sunday, April 6th,
but Mother Nature had something to say about that and the Carlsons made the wise decision
to postpone the ride until the 27th. On the 26th we were starting to wonder if the DATES Pilot
Point Ride was jinxed from a weather standpoint. The forecast did not look good, but Kris &
Chuck made a command decision that the ride was going to be on. So, the 27th rolled
around and things were dry when Linda and I got up at 5:30 a.m. We checked our phones
to see if there were any messages from the Carlsons, and there weren’t.
Making our way up to Pilot Point for the 8:15 meet-up, the skies were looking okay. When
we got up to US 380, we felt very good about the ride taking place. When we arrived at the
square in Pilot Point there were 3 vehicles already parked. Kris & Chuck along with Regina &
Ernie Coose and Larry Ronsko (we missed you Cindy!) were already there and we knew
Nanette & Ronnie Bryant were on their way since we had exchanged text messages with
them, and also Sue & Mike Baker since we saw them stop at the McDonald’s in Pilot Point.
Thing were looking good!
Everyone was getting their tandems (and Larry’s single) ready when Nanette noticed on her
iPhone app that a pretty large front was moving in. Ronnie made a quick decision that he
was not going to ride since he had done plenty of wet riding in recent weeks. After Nanette
showed Chuck the front that was coming through, Chuck thought it might be a good idea if
we not ride. Everyone was in agreement. Poor Sue & Mike, they drove all the way from
Sunnyvale and they were making their way back home. As for the rest of us, we stuck
around and visited as shown in the picture below. Picture is courtesy of Kris Carlson.
As you can see, the weather
wasn’t keeping us from
enjoying ourselves. This
picture was taken just as it
started raining. In Chuck’s last
e-mail notice to the club
regarding the status of the ride
that went out on Saturday,
Chuck suggested we could all
go have coffee somewhere if
we didn’t ride. So, we stuck to
Chuck’s plan and all of us drove
back to Clint’s BBQ in Aubrey
along US 377. We had noticed
it was open for breakfast and
Linda & I had been there before
for lunch after a gravel grinder
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ride with the Bryant’s, Lingos and MC-squared (Diane McGuire & Scott McPherson).
Driving down to Clint’s BBQ, the skies opened up and it rained hard while the winds picked
up as well. We were relieved to know we had made the right decision. When we arrived at
Clint’s BBQ, the rain was letting up. It wasn’t busy at Clint’s so we were seated immediately.
As all of us were talking and looking at the menu, we noticed the rain had stopped.
Comments were being made about maybe having a 2nd breakfast and then making our way
back up to Pilot Point.
As we were ordering, we noticed the sun was trying to come out. That was even more
encouraging. It was at that point that I decided on the short stack even though I had
oatmeal, fruit and chocolate milk at 6:30 a.m. LOL! It ended up that everyone ordered
breakfast, and it was good. Even Clint came out and visited with us. He obliged us by
joining us for a group picture taken by our waitress.

I have to include one more picture that Kris took of what must have been either her
blueberry pancakes or Larry Ronsko’s blueberry pancakes.
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The pancakes
were really
good! I’m glad I
ordered the
short stack
because they
were very filling.
Now that we
were all hyped
up on sugar, we
were ready to
make our way
back to the Pilot
Point Square. It
was around
10:15 a.m. when
we started, and
the roads were
drying nicely. All
of us agreed that
the 38-mile route
was the preferred route since we were getting a late start and some people had
commitments in the afternoon.
The 38-mile route
is a clockwise
loop through
horse country.
The Pilot Point
ride is always a
popular ride with
the DATES
members. Not
long into the ride
Kris Carlson was
experiencing a
nose bleed that
wouldn’t stop.
This continued
until we reached
the rest stop in
Aubrey. Chuck &
Kris decided they
would ride back
to the start since
Kris’ nose bleed
wouldn’t
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completely stop. Poor Kris had to ride with one hand on the stoker bar and one hand holding
tissue to her nose.
We were down to 3 tandems and 1 single. The route really takes on a whole different look
once you get through Aubrey heading southwest. Prior to Aubrey, the route is fairly flat with
some rolling terrain. Once you get west of Aubrey, it becomes even more scenic and the
rolling terrain turns into some hills. The descent down into the valley where FM 428 runs is
really nice. Larry Ronsko kept commenting how much he loved the route. He had no idea
how nice the cycling is in and around Pilot Point.
A very strange thing occurred when we turned north off of FM 428. Up to this time, the sun
was out and we had a southerly wind. Making the left onto Zachary and heading north, we
reached a point where all of a sudden, the clouds rolled in, the wind changed direction and it
became really cool. We were thinking we were going to get wet. Fortunately, it never
happened. We think we hit that dry line that was going through the area. That was really
bizarre.
For both routes out of Pilot Point, riders have the option of staying with the route and riding
across the dam on Lake Ray Roberts or riders can stay below the dam on the south side.
Linda was not real thrilled about riding across the dam thinking the winds were going to be
our enemy. I kept trying to tell her that with the change in wind direction we just had, we
would have a tailwind across the dam. She didn’t believe me. Go figure! LOL! Anyway, the
group decided we would take the lower road below the dam.
It had been awhile since I last been on the lower road. We had no problem finding the Lake
Ray Roberts Dam Road, which wound around until we came to a short gate. The last time I
had been on that road, we had to lift the bikes over the gate. I was so focused on lifting the
tandem over that gate that I didn’t realize the side gates has been removed and we could
walk around the gate across the road. Doh!
As for the road, it was in much worse condition than I remembered. We were now in
cyclocross mode. Also, Linda finally realized I was right about the tailwind. Again, go figure!
All of us made it safely to the next gate across the road. This time we had to lift our bikes
over the gate. No walk around! Once we were back on the bikes, we made our way out of
the Greenbelt valley up to FM 455. All we had left was the segment through the Stagecoach
development and then it was back to Pilot Point.
The last long segment on the route is a north-south route. Starting out from Pilot Point we
had a headwind to contend with. Now, heading north on the same segment, we had a head
wind. It wasn’t bad! We all made it back to the square in Pilot Point in one piece. All of us
were glad we stuck it out and were able to get the ride in. It was well worth the wait.
Thank you to Kris & Chuck for hosting the ride and providing the pictures. Looking forward
to the next Pilot Point ride.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Southwest
Tandem Rally

May 2-4

--

Little Rock,
Arkansas

Rob &
Teresa
Hernandez

501-247-7125

--

See www.swtr2014.com for
details and registration

Round and
Round the Lake
Ride

Wednesday,
May 7

Ride at
6:00 p.m.

Bathhouse
Cultural Center

John and
Nancy
Griswold

713-202-2115
grampa.griswold@yahoo.com

10 & 20
miles

Dinner at the Alligator Café
afterwards
See Newsletter

DATES Ride
Oklahoma
Weekend

May 16-18

--

--

Rick & Kay
Watson;
Rick Dixon

Kay Watson
email: cw7540@cableone.net
text or call: 580-504-7537

--

See Newsletter
Please RSVP to Kay Watson

Meet at
6:00 p.m.;
Ride at
6:15 p.m.

Alfonso's Italian
Restaurant,
718 N Buckner
(at Northcliff),
Dallas

Ernie &
Regina
Coose

571-259-1454 or 214-803-8945
erniecoose@verizon.net

10 & 20
miles

Dinner at Alfonso's Italian
Restaurant afterwards
See Newsletter

--

--

john.white01@sbcglobal.net

--

See Newsletter
www.tandemsoftheozarks.com

Round and
Round the Lake
Ride

Wednesday,
May 21

Southwest
Missouri
Tandem
Weekend

July 11-13

John &
Jean White

Get the most recent information on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
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