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Annual Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday, December 9
Meet at 5:00 PM / Ride at 5:20 PM
Leaders: Kevin & Linda Vinson
We’ll meet in the Crate and Barrel parking lot at Knox and McKinney at 5:00 pm, December
9th. The ride will start at 5:20 pm. Headlights and tail lights are required and decorative
lights are always welcome. It’s an easy pace through the most stunningly festive streets in
the Park Cities! We will try to limit the ride to 60 minutes of slow riding, or less if it's cold.
Dinner after the ride will be at Chuy’s Mexican restaurant which is one block south of where
we are parking. A white elephant gift exchange is optional, but fun. Please RSVP so we have
a headcount for dinner and/or to let you know of changes due to inclement weather.
RSVP to Kevin and Linda ~ 214-455-6110 cell, 972-625-6110 hm, vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
A map of the Knox Street shopping district is provided below so you can find the meeting
place:
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The Hilly Chili Ride
Ride Leaders - Donna & Steve Bishop
When:

Tuesday January 1st, 11:00a.m.

Where:

Donna & Steve Bishop’s house.

How far:

38 mile loop or 22 mile loop.

Road type: 6 miles of frontage road, the rest rural/residential.
Directions: Take Hwy 67 south through Cedar Hill to Mt. Lebanon Road. Exit and turn right
onto Mt. Lebanon.
Turn right onto Texas Plume (just past large white house).
At the first stop sign, turn right onto Lake Ridge Parkway.
Turn left onto Park Ridge. (Turn is marked with signs for Valley Ridge Park and
Tangle Ridge Golf Course).
Pass the park on your left and the golf course on your right.
At the second opportunity, turn left onto Line Drive.
At the second opportunity, turn right onto Muirfield.
At the first opportunity, turn left onto Royal Lytham Court.
Lunch:

Chili, cornbread, soft drinks and beer at Donna and Steve’s house. Sports on
TV.

Other:

Showers available
Non-riders welcome

Please RSVP for Lunch and bring a side or dessert.
Contact Info:

Steve and Donna Bishop – (972) 293-7687
thebishops6@sbcglobal.net
1016 Royal Lytham Ct
Cedar Hill 75104
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DATES Annual Meeting
Please Save The Date: Sunday evening, January 27, 2013 for the DATES Annual Meeting (&
dinner, of course).
Details to follow. That's the weekend before the Super Bowl.

Calling All Potential Ride Leaders!
From Ride Coordinators
Scott and Mindy Mashburn
We have had a great 2012 with a record number of rides led by all our fantastic volunteer
ride leaders. I want to encourage all of you to think about leading that favorite ride of yours!
All you have to do it decide a route, a date, and get the info to me at
smashfamily@sbcglobal.net.
Thanks in advance!
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Halloween Ride

October 27 & 28, 2012
Ride Led by Scott & Mindy Mashburn
Report by Susie Mumby
What a beautiful weekend for cycling! Nine tandem teams had a chilly but sunny, crystal
clear start from Purtis Creek State Park for this year’s self-supported, two-day Halloween
Ride. Our choices were a 47 or 57-mile route to Tyler carrying our overnight gear over
rolling hills with lots of trees and green pastures. Ride organizers Mindy & Scott Mashburn
supplied us with not only maps and cue sheets, but also zucchini bread to get us off to an
excellent start.

Those of us who took the longer
route were surprised to find that the
tiny town of Ben Wheeler was
packed full of cars with music in the
air. Unexpectedly we had come
upon the Fall Feral Hog Festival. As
we slowed to make a turn, we
spotted none other than the
beautiful 2012 Hog Queen herself!
Keri Bloomer and Stuart Rogers will
not soon forget the Hog Festival as
they had their photo taken with the
queen in her full regalia. (See photo
on cover). For more information
about the festival, go to
http://www.benwheelertx.com/imag
es/stories/correct%20hog%20fest.pdf
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Both cycling routes joined at the
Shed restaurant in Edom where
we enjoyed a tasty lunch. We
needed the added fuel to
continue pedaling our bikes,
panniers and trailers along
beautiful hill and dale to Tyler.
Before checking in at Comfort
Suites, many of us added a
couple of extra miles by detouring
to KE Cellars for wine tasting and
purchase (in this otherwise dry
town). At the hotel we had very
spacious rooms to easily
accommodate the tandems. After
a rest and a dip in the hot tub
(for a few of us), we gathered for
Happy Hour of contributed snacks and drinks.
Everyone walked to dinner at either Outback Steak House or Wasabi for Japanese fare.
Following dinner it was no surprise that we were all ready to turn in. Sunday dawned
another brisk, crystal clear morning to start our ride through beautiful brick-paved
neighborhoods before heading out to the countryside for our trip back to Purtis Creek State
Park. In addition to the vistas, I especially enjoyed spotting American Beauty Berry as we
pedaled along FM 279 toward Edom.
Once back at the park, Scott
had to dash to the airport for
work but Mindy stayed to
provide ample picnic supplies
that she had prepared and
Team Vinson brought out drinks.
Brenda Cole shared a delicious
chocolate candy dessert.
Everyone enjoyed lunch
together in the lovely setting
near the lake before packing up
and parting ways after two days
of fun and fellowship. We are
grateful to Team Mashburn for
their efforts to bring us together
for such a wonderful get away
weekend.
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DATES Pilot Point Ride

Hosted by Chuck & Kris Carlson
Ride Report by Linda Vinson
November 18, 2012
On the way to the Pilot Point Ride, the sun quickly gave way to cloud cover but it didn’t deter
9 teams from showing up at the town square in Pilot Point. Amazingly, all the teams planned
to ride the medium route since some of the teams were worn out from longer rides or from
riding the Denton Turkey Roll the day before.

If you’ve never ridden in Pilot Point before, the routes are low traffic, scenic and even
smoother due to new blacktop in several areas. Under some threatening dark clouds to the
east, we meandered our way through town and were soon enjoying the new blacktop along
St. John. The wind was a bit chilly and blustery through the early miles, but it warmed up
nicely later on. We admired the many impressive horse ranches on the early part of the
route. Soon we had reached the 1st rest stop and we all stopped to take a nature break or
have a quick snack. After leaving the rest stop, we were only about a block away when I saw

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

December 2012

Page 8

that John McManus and Brenda Cole had pulled over and Brenda was standing along the side
of the road. John had forgotten his helmet back at the rest stop and he raced off to retrieve
it.
John and Brenda rejoined the group and we made our way through the “hilly” part of the
route. We enjoyed another stretch of newly laid blacktop in an area that had previously
caused us to double flat a few years ago. As we made our way to Lake Ray Roberts, the
group split into two groups. Those that wanted to go under the dam and those who wanted
to ride over the dam. Herb and Sandra Bloomer led us to the lower dam crossing. The Bakers
and the Carlsons rode over the dam and across Lake Ray Roberts. Going under the dam
requires some cyclocross maneuvering since the road is sometimes closed off by a metal
gate. We lifted our tandems over the gate we had a nice climb back up to the main road.
What’s a climb without a dropped chain? Alan and Renee Kailer had the misfortune to be
downshifting and the chain went all the way down. They were soon on their way.
It was short ride back to the town square and everyone arrived safely. Lunch was planned at
Raphael’s Mexican Restaurant and we were soon seated at a very long table and enjoying
chips and salsa. It was great day for riding and socializing and many thanks to Kris and
Chuck for hosting this ride!

Please remember to send your ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter,
by the 25th of the month if possible!
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Southern Tandem Rally
St. Augustine, Florida
October 18 – 21
Report by Alan Kailer
Renee and I had planned for this year to be our year to go to tandem rallies – the
Southwest, Midwest and Southern. We had to cancel out of the Southwest and Midwest
rallies at the last minute, but were finally able to make it to the Southern rally in October. It
was held at the World Golf Village resort outside St. Augustine, Florida, which is about 1,000
miles from Dallas. My sister lives outside Orlando, and we had to take some stuff to her, so
we decided to drive. This also allowed us to avoid breaking down the bike and to have a
safe and convenient place to keep it while we were at the rally.
After a late start on the drive and visiting my sister on Wednesday night, we spent most of
the day Thursday driving up the Atlantic coast to St. Augustine. Daytona was also
sponsoring their annual Biketoberfest motorcycle rally this weekend, so we saw lots of
motorcycles on the way. The entire main street of Daytona was closed to all but motorcycles
and the hotels and restaurants all had signs out with “Welcome Bikers.” I figured that
included us as well. As we were driving through New Smyrna Beach on Highway 1, I noticed
a quilt shop; so of course we had to stop there. At that shop there was a poster for a “shop
hop” that was scheduled for a couple of weeks later, and it listed a number of other quilt
shops in the area, so we also had to stop at shops in Bunnell, Palm Coast and, on Friday, St.
Augustine.
We arrived at the hotel
for the rally about 4:00
p.m. Thursday. The
hotel was the
Renaissance Resort at
the World Golf Village.
The World Golf Village is
the home of a couple of
very nice courses, the
World Golf Hall of Fame
and the PGA Golf School,
among other things. The
grounds were beautiful.
The hotel is, as it
promises, a resort hotel
with full dining and
meeting services. Our
room was very nice, with
a balcony overlooking
some of the golf facilities and a lake that is the centerpiece of the golf village. The room
rates for the rally were surprisingly low for the quality of the hotel - $124 per night, with a
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full buffet breakfast included. The first official event was a social at a nearby microbrewery,
Milemarker Brewing. The brewery had a large menu of beers and some wine available, and
the hosts had arranged for a barbeque food truck to be onsite as well. The beer and the
barbecue were quite good. Generally, the organization of the events was pretty good, but
this evening was one of the weak points. All 130 teams showed up at about the same time,
the brewery had only two people taking orders for beer, the food truck had only one person
taking orders for food and there were only about five very small tables available for
everyone. We did not know anyone else there, so we introduced ourselves and talked to a
couple of other teams and left pretty early.
Friday morning, as we did every morning, we had a great breakfast at the hotel, choosing
from scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits, gravy, cereal, oatmeal, melon balls, muffins,
croissants, chocolate
croissants (I just had a
couple), as well as unlimited
coffee and juice brought to
the table. Despite the crush
of people, the wait staff was
very helpful and attentive.
We were also able to grab a
couple of chocolate milks to
take to the room for after the
ride. All the ride starts were
at 9:00 a.m., meeting at 8:45
for the usual preliminaries.
Unlike other events we have
been to, the Friday ride was
handled just like the Saturday
ride, with an early start.
Friday’s ride options were for
25, 37 and 52 miles, which were
all essentially the same loop,
with the longer rides just going
out farther on the same roads.
We did the 37-mile route. The
last half of the ride was along
the St. Johns River. The rivers
in Florida are not like the
Trinity; the St. John was over a
mile wide in this area. Many of
the houses along the river were
large mansions, and Spanish
moss hung from all the trees. It
was a beautiful setting. There
was a rest stop at a park on the
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river. They had a “special STR treat”, of Oreo cookies with peanut butter and a banana slice
on top. Everyone liked them so much that they ran out, but promised to restock for the next
day. The temperature at the start was about 60 degrees; it warmed up to about 75 degrees
by the end of the ride and there was little wind. All in all, it was a beautiful day of riding.
We got back to the hotel a little
before noon, cleaned up and went
in to St. Augustine. St. Augustine
is billed as the oldest city in the
U.S. Ponce de Leon landed near
there in 1513 and the city itself
was founded in 1565 as a colony
of Spain. One of the highlights for
sightseeing is the Castillo de San
Marcos, a fort that was originally
built in 1672 and occupied at
various times by Spanish, British,
U.S. and Confederate troops. It is
now a national historical
monument. We toured the fort for
a couple of hours. The interpretive staff, dressed in costumes of the revolutionary era, were
very good and entertaining and the tour itself was very interesting. After the fort tour, we
walked around the rest of the historic area of St. Augustine. There are several old houses
from the 18th and 19th centuries, a schoolhouse from the early 1800s, and a cathedral
originally built in the late 1700s. The streets are generally very narrow; St. George Street is
the principal tourist shopping street; it is pedestrian only. After the snacks on the ride, we
weren’t really hungry until about 3:30 p.m. and tried a couple of the better rated regional
restaurants in the historic area, but discovered that they were generally closed from 3:00 to
5:00. So we had lunch at the Barley House, an Irish pub, which had quite a gourmet menu
that was very good, and went well with my pint of Guinness.
After lunch, we were required to
find the quilt shop, which
happened to be across the street
from one of the recommended
sights in town, the chocolate
factory. Perfect! So while Renee
was in the quilt shop, I had to try
some gelato. The organizers of
the rally included in the goodie
bag at check-in a nice looking
black T-shirt with the STR logo
on it. The logo is in the shape of
a tandem with the two riders
each composed of the letters
STR. Renee and I were wearing
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those T-shirts while we walked around town. While I was sitting in front of the chocolate
shop, another couple from the rally walked by with the T-shirts on, so they stopped and
talked a while. They were Jim and Martha Gullo, from New Jersey. Martha is also a quilter
and had visited the quilt shop across the street earlier in the day. When Renee returned, we
had quite a long, enjoyable talk with them.
Neither lunch nor dinner was
provided on Friday, but there was
an ice cream social Friday night at
the World Golf Hall of Fame. In
addition to the ice cream, we had
free admission to the hall of fame
exhibits. This is the combined hall
of fame for all of the PGA, the LPGA
and several other world golf
associations. The ground floor had
a large exhibit on Bob Hope, who is
a member of the hall of fame, and
the second floor has exhibits on the
history of golf and golf equipment, a
wall of portraits of the members of
the hall of fame, and golf lockers for
each of the members containing memorabilia from their careers. For a golfer it was pretty
interesting, but nongolfers were not too impressed. The organizers had a scavenger hunt set
up where we were looking for specific details in several of the exhibits. The people who
turned in a correct list first received some small prizes from the sponsors. We completed it,
but were not one of the first, so instead of the sponsors prizes, we received our choice of
bike posters and chose one of an old Schwinn ad.
Saturday’s routes were 35, 43, 52, 63 and 107 miles. All but the longest route went south
from the hotel and, again, returned along a different portion of the St. Johns River. Renee
and I rode the 52 mile route. There was a stop at St. Ambrose Church, a small catholic
church built around 1900, and lunch at the Outback Crab Shack. As with the brewery on
Thursday, the staff at the restaurant seemed overwhelmed by the large group of riders and
some waited well over an hour for their food, even though we were restricted to a limited
menu. Renee and I sat with a couple from Florida who had planned on riding the 107 mile
route, but because only two or three couples had indicated they were riding that route, all of
them decided to do the 63 mile route instead. We waited about 45 minutes for our food,
which was served at picnic tables outside on paper plates, but was pretty good. Renee and I
were pretty proud of our average speed; it seemed we kept getting with groups that were
going faster than we planned, but we joined on and kept up with them. However, one group
passed us pretty quickly. As they went by, we recognized Barry and Karen Zajac, who we
had met on the Natchitoches ride in April. Renee and I sped up to catch them, going about
25 mph on the flat, and talked to them for a few seconds before we had had all we could
take, then drifted back to our group. We got back to the hotel about 1:30 and were pretty
tired, so lazed around until the reception at 6:00 p.m.
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The reception and dinner were held on the patio of the hotel. Each couple had two drink
tickets that could be used for beer, wine or soft drinks. Toward the end of the reception, as
the sun went down, it was getting quite cool, so I went up to the room and changed into
jeans. We sat with the Gullos, who we had met on Friday, and with Greg and Angela Knecht,
who mentioned that they knew Kevin and Linda Vinson with DATES. It turns out that Greg
and Angela are friends of Roger
Strauss and Eva Kofsky, who were
also at our table. Roger and Eva
organize the Georgia Tandem Rally.
Kevin and Linda have told us many
times that the GTR is one of their
favorite rallies and have been there
several times. The dinner was served
banquet-style and was decent
enough. The highlight, though, was
a chocolate cheesecake for dessert.
After dinner, there were
announcements about the Florida
Tandem Rally to be held 100 miles
away the next weekend, next year’s
Georgia Tandem Rally and the
location of next year’s STR, as well as prizes for the oldest (162 years) and youngest (58
years) teams. There was special recognition of a quad team, which had a combined age of
220 years (including a cute redheaded
girl about 5 years old), and another quad
team that included two blind riders.
Sunday’s ride options were 29, 34 and 46
miles, southeast from the hotel around
the Twelve Mile Swamp Conservation
Area. It was a bit chilly starting out,
probably about 55 degrees, but again it
warmed to a comfortable temperature by
the end of the ride. On all the days, the
roads were a combination of state
highways with a good shoulder or bike
lane and county highways. All the roads
were fairly busy, and Florida law provides
that if there is a bike lane, bikes are
restricted to the bike lane. So for most of
the time, we were not able to ride side by
side. Most of the folks were leaving on
Sunday, many going to the Florida
Tandem rally the next weekend. Renee
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and I were staying another night. We went to lunch at the Murray Bros. Caddyshack, owned
by Bill Murray and his brothers, which contained a lot of golf memorabilia and articles from
the movie of the same name. The restaurant was just outside the hotel and part of the
World Golf Village. The food was good enough that we went back there for dinner later that
night. After lunch, we then took a drive along the coast to St. Augustine and did some more
sightseeing.
We were glad that we were finally able to make it to one of the tandem rallies this year. The
weather for this one was perfect. The hotel was very nice and they did a good job with the
meals. Although rain threatened on Friday, it never happened and the temperatures were
ideal. The organizers themselves did a great job organizing things. The only difficulties were
a result of third party providers not having enough staff available to handle everyone at
once. We had a great time and plan on going to more rallies in the future, God willing and
the creek don’t rise, as they say.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Christmas Lights
Ride

Sunday,
Dec. 9

Meet at
5:00 p.m.,
Ride at
5:20 p.m.

Crate and Barrel
parking lot at
Knox and
McKinney

Kevin &
Linda
Vinson

vinsonkj@sbcglobal.net

TBD

Ride through Highland Park and
dinner afterward at Chuy's.

Tuesday,
Jan. 1

11:00 a.m.

1016 Royal
Lytham Ct., Cedar
Hill 75104

Donna &
Steve
Bishop’

(972) 293-7687

Please RSVP for lunch and bring a
side or dessert

thebishops6@sbcglobal.net

22 & 38
miles

Sunday,
Jan. 27

TBD

TBD

--

--

--

Details to come

The Hilly Chili
Ride
DATES Annual
Meeting & Dinner

See Newsletter for additional
details

Get the most recent information on the DATES website:http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com
kris365@sbcglobal.net

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972.985.7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Carol Croy & Bruce Hudson

214.320.8708 (h)

hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com
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