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Team Coose – Garland, TX
Captain:

Ernie Coose

Stoker:

Regina Coose

Joined DATES: September 2012
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: A very long time, or so it seems
Stoker: Less than that
How long tandeming? 2 months
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? So we could
stick together regardless of who gets tired first, and so we could
be in talking distance without dodging traffic.
What kind of tandem do you ride? Co-Motion Speedster
How often do you ride? We’ve been riding a couple times per
week since we got the tandem.
How Far? We’ve enjoyed a couple of 40 mile organized rides, so
we’ll ride more of those. On our own, we ride 20 miles or so.
Favorite Ride? From home in North Garland to Hubbard’s Cupboard in downtown Garland
for breakfast, because it ends with food.
Usual route/area? A good ride from home is North on Garland Rd/Northstar/Los Rios, but
only with weekend-level traffic. Otherwise, we haul the bike to the Cottonwood Trail and
make a loop around White Rock.
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? There was a sticker on the tandem
we bought from Richardson Bike Mart.
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McKinney and Blue Ridge Ride
Saturday, November 10

Marc and Susie Mumby –Ride Leaders
This ride starts in McKinney and passes through the rolling countryside northeast of
McKinney. The long route will go through the town of Blue Ridge. Distance options will be 38
and 53 miles. Maps and cue sheets will be provided. We’ll plan on having lunch on the square
in McKinney afterward.
Date:
Time:
Location:

Saturday, November 10, 2012
Arrive at 8:30, rolling at 9:00 a.m.
Park in the city lot at the southeast corner of Davis and S. Tennessee streets in
McKinney (203 East Davis St.).
Distances: 38 and 53 miles
Leaders:
Marc and Susie Mumby

Pilot Point Ride

Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012
Leaders: Chuck & Kris Carlson
Time:
Meet at 8:15, ride at 8:30 a.m.
Start point: Town Square (gazebo) in charming Pilot Point located on US 377 eleven miles
north of US 380.
Distance options:
1. Short is 20 mostly flat miles through horse farm country.
2. Regular is 38 rolling miles through horse farm country and over the Lake Ray Roberts
Dam. Optional shortcut: Taking a route beneath the dam cuts 3 mi. but requires
lifting bikes over low gates at two points – a fun adventure.
3. Long can be up to 54 miles by adding a 9-mile eastern loop, a 5-mile western loop or
both.
To get to Pilot Point’s town square from US 377, turn left on Business 377 (aka S.
Washington) as you near Pilot Pt. The square is at S. Washington & W. Liberty. For
restrooms we recommend stopping on 377 before you get to Pilot Point.
This is a fairly flat, peaceful ride on quiet blacktops that takes us through horse farm country
and out to Lake Ray Roberts, where we ride across the dam. There is a rest
stop/convenience store at mile 12 (21 for long option) in Aubrey, where those wanting only
20 miles can begin their route back to the start. Those going on will discover a few curves, a
few hills and more pretty countryside. There is at least one additional restroom stop before
returning to the start. We’ll have a recommendation for a group lunch after the ride –
probably Raphael’s (Mexican) on US-380.
For more info, call Chuck at 972-679-1200 cell, or Kris Carlson at 214-577-5591 cell.
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Annual Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday, December 9
Meet at 5:00 PM / Ride at 5:20 PM
Leaders: Kevin & Linda Vinson
We’ll meet in the Crate and Barrel parking lot at Knox and McKinney at 5:00 pm, December
9th. The ride will start at 5:20 pm. Headlights and tail lights are required and decorative
lights are always welcome. It’s an easy pace through the most stunningly festive streets in
the Park Cities! We will try to limit the ride to 60 minutes of slow riding, or less if it's cold.
Dinner after the ride will be at Chuy’s Mexican restaurant which is one block south of where
we are parking. A white elephant gift exchange is optional, but fun. Please RSVP so we have
a headcount for dinner and/or to let you know of changes due to inclement weather.
RSVP to Kevin and Linda ~ 214-455-6110 cell, 972-625-6110 hm, vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
A map of the Knox Street shopping district is provided below so you can find the meeting
place:
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Post-Thanksgiving Ride
DATES has scheduled a post-Thanksgiving ride (Fri., Sat. and Sun.) for several years. These
have been either in the Hill Country or East Texas. There was no ride last year due to lack of
interest.
This year we are planning on going to Winnsboro, Texas again. Winnsboro, in Wood County,
is great for cycling because of the many, many paved Farm to Market and County roads and
the relatively few cars. We’ll have shorter rides on Friday and Sunday, with a longer ride on
Saturday.
So, make your plans, and send email to john.mcmanus@yahoo.com so we know you’re
coming, or call John or Brenda, 214-613-2507.

DATES TOTS (Tour Of The Stars) Ride –
Downtown Edition
Hosted by Beckie & Lee Wilson
October 7th, 2012
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson

The TOTS ride has become a very popular and well attended ride since its debut several
years ago. This year’s edition was no different. It was a beautiful day for tandem cycling in
and around downtown Dallas.

In year’s past, the TOTS ride focused on the “Uptown” area of Dallas. Beckie & Lee decided
to change things up a little bit and add the “Downtown” area of Dallas. Wait a minute,
something isn’t right here. The pictures above don’t seem to be what I remember on Sunday
morning, October 7th, 2012.
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Now that’s what I remember about that Sunday morning, October 7th. For some reason, my
mind was focused on the 2010 TOTS ride. I wonder why? Could it have been the beautiful
weather we had during the 2010 TOTS ride? I have a feeling that was the case.
As you can see, the weather for this year’s TOTS ride didn’t deter five teams from a tour of
the stars! The team you see on the far right is Regina & Ernie Coose. This was their first
DATES ride. They just started tandem cycling about 3 months ago and recently joined
DATES. Welcome Regina & Ernie!
After ride logistics and group photos were taken, we made our way west on Knox Avenue.
The first part of the ride took us through Highland Park. It doesn’t matter how many times
you cycle through the Highland Park area, it’s always eye-opening seeing the beautiful
homes. For Linda, it’s the landscaping. From Highland Park we made our way south via
Turtle Creek towards downtown Dallas.
We toured through Reverchon Park where we picked up a trail that took us to the Katy Trail.
From there, we continued south towards Victory Park and the American Airlines Center. It’s
always neat seeing all of the walkers, runners, and cyclists on the Katy Trail. Due to the
weather, we didn’t see many cyclists but there were a lot of walkers and runners.
From Victory Park, we meandered through the West End. Come to find out, we weren’t the
only “club” that gathered for an event. It just so happened that a large contingent of
motorcyclists were meeting down in the West End. They were kind enough to allow us
through the barricades that had been set up. From the West End, we continued south to
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Main Street. We took Main Street east to Olive Street. It was a good time to be on Main
Street since it was a Sunday morning and motorist traffic was very light.
Our next destination was the Arts District. We had an impromptu rest stop in the Arts
District. Once back on the tandems, we rode over to the deck park above the Woodall
Rodgers Freeway. Unfortunately, we weren’t allowed to ride through the deck park due to
continuing construction. Getting back on course, we made our way back to Uptown. We ran
into another change of plans with the route when we came upon an Hispanic festival which
was set up on a segment of the route. We improvised by walking the tandems through the
main artery of the festival.
Even though the weather was sort of dreary, the festival goers were having a great time.
Once we made our way through the festival, we got back on the tandems and headed back
to Turtle Creek. It was here that a conversation took place between Linda and Brenda Cole
on how cold it was and that we still had 19 miles of a 30 mile route to go. Since we were
backtracking to Highland Park, someone shouted out to Lee & Beckie to ask how far we were
from the start on Knox. It just so happened that our route would be taking us near the start,
so it was decided we would just ride back to Knox Avenue.
The ride ended up being shortened from 30.8 miles to 11.5 miles. LOL! I don’t think anyone
was disappointed. After loading up the tandems, all 5 couples walked over to Fernando’s for
a very nice brunch that included great Mimosas. The food was very good. We had a great
time socializing and getting to know Regina & Ernie. All of us walked back to the parking lot
behind the Container Store and called it a day. Many thanks to Beckie & Lee for leading us
on a great ride and suggesting Fernando’s for a great brunch.

Please remember to send your ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter,
by the 25th of the month if possible!
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Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 12-14, 2012

Harry and Janette Thompson
Twelve tandem teams from DATES converged on Clarksville, Texas for the 6th annual
Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour. Registration was at the Chamber of Commerce,
hosted by Diane Peek, and as usual we were staying all over town. Four teams were at the
historic Courthouse Inn, two at the Oaks House, three at the Red River Inn, and three at the
cabins by the lake. Clarksville is an historic town near Paris in East Texas. It is rich in
history, being the cotton capital of the United States for many years. It is aptly named the
Gateway to Texas. Davy Crockett stopped here on his way to the Alamo.
Friday’s ride was on your own, 24 miles through the countryside. Janette and I rode with
Chuck and Kris and took it pretty easy. It was cool and threatening rain and some teams
reported showers on their ride. Unfortunately, Carlos and Brenda Nieves had a crash. They
were riding with Mike and Sue Baker just a mile from their start when they hit a piece of
metal in the road. The metal lodged in the spokes of the front wheel. When the wheel came
around it sheared the fork off right below the brakes. (Yes, it completely sheared off the
fork.) Carlos took the brunt of the fall, dislocating his shoulder and breaking some ribs. Alan
and Renee Kailer were driving to their cabin and came upon the accident. They took Carlos
to the emergency room. At last report (2:00 a.m. Saturday morning) Carlos had been
transported to a hospital in Dallas, had his shoulder fixed, and was at home. We wish him a
speedy recovery. This is the first accident in the history of the tour.

Saturday morning and we are off behind
the Police escort
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After riding, we all
convened at the 101½
Saloon for happy hour.
It was good to see
everyone and talk to
our hosts: Rob and
Kay Rowley, James
Vaughan, and Diane
Peek. A drawing was
held and Nanette won
a complimentary
massage. The saloon
is a wonderful old
building with all sorts
of pictures of the
Clarksville of
yesteryear. After a
sufficient amount of
wine and beer had
been consumed, we all
made our way two
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blocks to the Rio Verde restaurant. The service is always quick for this large group, and the
Mexican food is pretty good. And the beer and wine continued.
Saturday morning start time was 9:30. This is
a little late for DATES but we did not hear any
complaints, perhaps because of the happy
hour the night before. After the obligatory
group pictures and route instructions, we got
a police escort out of town. There were three
ride options ranging from 40 to 80 miles.
Only one team chose the long option and
several teams rode an “unauthorized” route.
Clarksville is an excellent place to ride.
Country roads, very little traffic, flat, and
pretty. The highlight of the ride was the stop
at Diane Peek’s ranch. It was an excellent
photo op and we got to feed watermelon rinds

And away they go
to her pet longhorns. We humans ate the
watermelon.
After the ride, some of us took naps. Others
spent part of the afternoon shopping at the
new cowgirl boutique on the square. At
dinner some were sporting their new outfits
and jewelry.

Country roads with little traffic

Happy Hour on Saturday was back at the
Saloon. It was Sue Baker’s birthday and we
celebrated. After the appropriate amount of
socializing, celebrating, and happy houring,

we had dinner catered from the Italian
Bistro. It was a cyclist’s meal of salad,
pizza, lasagna (meat and vegetarian), bread,
and birthday cake. As we were leaving it
was threatening rain and the forecast called
for a front to come in before morning.
The front did indeed arrive in a big way with
thunder and lightning around midnight. I
was awakened at the Courthouse Inn when
the roof starting leaking on my face.
Janette awakened to see a trash can in the
middle of our bed. There was a lot of rain
and noise. By morning it was over and the
skies were clear.
The best rest stop ever, @ Diane's ranch
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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The ride on Sunday started at 8:00 a.m. We
were all assembled and ready to go after
sharing stories about the storm the night
before. Our route man, James, had already
driven the route and reported some wet spots
on the roads but they were generally clear and
ready for riding. The ride was 28 miles through
the same beautiful countryside we had ridden
the two days before.
This is a great rally thanks to the hard work
done by our friends in Clarksville. They go to a
lot of effort to make sure everything is perfect.
If you have not been to a Gateway to Texas
Get-a-Way Tandem Tour, make plans to attend
next year, October 11-13, 2013. You will not
be disappointed.
Our special thanks go to the people who made
it possible:
Making friends with the local
bovines

Rob Rowley, tour promoter, organizer, and
chief worker. This tour has been his idea from
the beginning and he makes it work.

Kay Rowley, the woman behind the man who makes it work.
Diane Peek, from the
Chamber of Commerce.
She is the face of
Clarksville and winner of
the best rest stop award.
James Vaughan, route
master. He is like a
mother hen making sure
all the routes are perfect
and sweeping the routes
continually during the
ride.
Babe Higgins, official
photographer.
Don Pearce, piano player.
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DATES New Member Ride and Cookout
Hosted by Leslie & Mitch Frank
October 21st, 2012
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson

The DATES New Member Ride and Cookout gives the club an opportunity to introduce and
meet the new members. As of this writing, there have been ten new members this year.
The last several years, this event has been held at the Flag Pole Hill Pavilion at White Rock
Lake. The plan was for everyone to meet at 10:00 AM for a 10:30 AM ride start. Riders had
the option to ride one to two loops around White Rock Lake and then ride back to the
pavilion for cookout/potluck lunch.
The turnout for the DATES New Member Ride was great. In total we had 16 teams with 4 of
those teams being new members. Below are the new members who were in attendance.





Ernie & Regina Coose
Chuck Hampton & Amelia Noriega
Howard & Rita Maher
Chris Merz

The other members that were in attendance were:












Leslie & Mitch Frank (our hosts!)
Sue & Mike Baker
Kris & Chuck Carlson
Kelly Duval
Lynette & Jim Edenfield
Janet & Chuck Kirklen
Mindy & Scott Mashburn
Brenda Cole & John McManus
Susie & Marc Mumby
Janette & Harry Thompson
Melody & Jim Yuhn

Kris & Chuck Carlson, Chris Merz, and Janet & Chuck Kirklen assisted Leslie & Mitch with
setting up the pavilion while the rest of us would make our way to White Rock Lake. Before
departing, Leslie & Mitch went over the logistics and then the traditional group photo was
taken (Photo courtesy of Chuck Carlson).
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For those of you not familiar with the White Rock Lake area, the Flag Pole Hill pavilion is
located north of the lake. As a matter of fact, it is north of Loop 12 (Northwest Highway).
For the past couple of years, the segment of Northwest Highway that runs between Flag Pole
Hill and White Rock Lake has been under major construction. For the most part, that
construction is completed, and what a nice change.
Getting from Flag Pole Hill to White Rock Lake was so much easier this year than it was last
year. With the new construction being nearly completed, we were able to cycle down Flag
Pole Hill and catch Lawther, where we are able to hop on the White Rock Creek Trail and ride
under Northwest Highway. The ride around White Rock Lake would be in a clockwise
direction. Since we were on the west side of the lake on the trail, we made our way over to
the east side via the pedestrian bridge.
From there it was business as usual in regards to cycling around White Rock Lake. It just so
happened that there was a 5K and 25K running event earlier in the morning. Since the
running event started at 7:30 AM and the DATES New Member Ride didn’t start until 10:30
AM, we timed it perfect that we didn’t encounter any participants from the running event.
With that being said, there was still a lot of activity around the lake. The east side of the
lake was much more crowded than the west side which is usually the case. No matter, it’s
always nice being down at White Rock Lake. When you see all of the runners and cyclists, it
really makes you feel good that you are out there with everyone.
For the first loop, Linda & I rode with Melody & Jim Yuhn, Janette & Harry Thompson, and
Lynette & Jim Edenfield. We really enjoyed visiting with everyone during the first loop. Once
we got on the west side of the lake, it was so much easier for all of us to ride and socialize.
It took some convincing from Jim, Melody, and me to get Linda to do a second loop around
the lake. LOL! I think Linda was craving a grilled hot dog.
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The second loop around the lake seemed to be a little harder since the wind was starting to
pick up. It sure was nice on the west side when we had the wind at our backs. We caught
the White Rock Creek Trail and made our way back under Northwest Highway to Lawther.
We had one last climb back up to the Flag Pole Hill Pavilion. Once we got the tandem put
away, we sat down to a very nice lunch. Everyone brought a side dish or dessert while Mitch
cooked up some great hotdogs.
For Linda and me, we were able to meet the new members prior to the New Member Ride.
It was nice being able to visit with them again and also catch up with some DATES members
we hadn’t seen in a while. Thank you to Leslie & Mitch for hosting the New Member Ride
and also thank you to everyone that attended.
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DATES Business Meeting
Sunday, November 4th
Time: 5:30 PM
Hosted by: Jim and Rhonda Hoyt, 1309 Dumont Drive, Richardson, TX 75080
The next DATES business meeting will be held at the home of Jim and Rhonda Hoyt.
We will have a potluck dinner before the meeting, so please plan to arrive at 5:30 pm so
that we can get the buffet organized and socialize during dinner. Chuck and Kris will start the
business meeting at approximately 7 PM.
Recommended side items to bring: snacks, salads, desserts, and your beverage of choice.
Hope to see you there!
Please RSVP to Rhonda at rhonda@bikemart.com.
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BikeDFW MEETING
October 22, 2012

Harry Thompson
(DATES BikeDFW liaison)
BikeDFW held its semi-annual meeting on Monday, October 22, at REI in Dallas. Despite
competition from the Major League Championship Series (Giants vs. Cardinals), Monday
Night Football (Bears vs. Lions) and a Presidential debate, it was well attended with 50-60
participants. For those not familiar with BikeDFW, the mission statement from its website
states “We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit advocacy organization working for healthy, sustainable
communities throughout North Texas by promoting bicycling for transportation and
recreation.”
Marc Mumby (President of BikeDFW) was the host and did a good job introducing important
bike people from all over the Metroplex, including DATES coordinators Chuck and Kris Carlson
and Warren Casteel, who is education coordinator for BikeDFW.
A few comments were made by Marc about the Safe Passing ordinance that BikeDFW is
trying to get passed in Dallas. It appears that maybe everyone on the Dallas City Council is
not yet onboard and the proposed ordinance still needs some work.
There were speakers from the two bike-friendliest cities in DFW, Richardson and Fort Worth.
Dave Carter, Assistant Director of the Richardson Traffic and Transportation Department,
gave a really detailed plan about how the city’s bike plan has evolved from 1962 to today.
The city has some good ideas and it sounds like they get a lot of planning help from the
BikeMart. The city’s theme is connecting suburbs without highways.
The second speaker, Mary Ann Means, Deputy Chief of Staff for Mayor Betsy Price, gave
opening comments for Fort Worth. She noted that it helps when your mayor has rolling town
meetings on a bicycle every Wednesday night. Julia McCleeary, Senior Planner in the
Transportation and Planning Division, talked about the Fort Worth bike plan, which was only
initiated in 2010. Since that time the city has made a lot of progress and has really big ideas
for the future. She also commented that the mayor is an avid cyclist, and the two speakers
showed us lots of good photos of the mayor riding her bicycle.
The third presentation was from a Fort Worth club called the Night Riders. Three guys spoke
about different aspects of getting the community involved in bicycling, and it was obvious
they are passionate about making Fort Worth a bicycle friendly city.
This was my first BikeDFW meeting and it was worthwhile to hear about what is happening in
the DFW area to make it a better place to ride your bicycle. You may not know that DATES
is a sponsor and our logo was prominently displayed on the presentation screen, and it is
also on the home page of their web-site. They have a very informative web-site and you can
join right there. The tax deductible dues are $25 for individuals and $35 for families. I
recommend membership.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE OR
ACTIVITY

DATES Business
Meeting

DATE

Sunday, Nov. 4

McKinney Blue
Ridge Ride

Saturday,
Nov. 10

Pilot Point Ride

Sunday,
Nov. 18

START
TIME

START PLACE

HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Arrive at
5:30 p.m.
for dinner
with
meeting at
7:00 p.m.

1309 Dumont
Drive, Richardson
75080

Jim and
Rhonda
Hoyt

rhonda@bikemart.com

--

Please RSVP to Rhonda at
rhonda@bikemart.com

Park in the city lot
at the southeast
corner of Davis
and S. Tennessee
streets in
McKinney (203
East Davis St.).

Marc &
Susie
Mumby

smumby@mcmumby.com

38 and 53
miles

We’ll plan on having lunch on the
square in McKinney afterward

Town Square
(gazebo) in Pilot
Point located on
US 377 eleven
miles north of US
380.

Chuck &
Kris Carlson

20, 38 & 54
miles

See information in newsletter

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com or
214-613-2507

Short rides
on Friday
and Sunday,
longer ride
on
Saturday.

Please call or email to let us know
you are coming

vinsonkj@sbcglobal.net

Arrive at
8:30 a.m.,
Rolling at
9:00 a.m.

Meet at
8:15, Ride
at 8:30
a.m.

Post-Thanksgiving
Ride

Nov. 23-25

--

Winnsboro, Texas

John
McManus &
Brenda
Cole

Christmas Lights
Ride

Sunday,
Dec. 9

Meet at
5:00 p.m.,
Ride at
5:20 p.m.

Crate and Barrel
parking lot at
Knox and
McKinney

Kevin &
Linda
Vinson

Chuck at 972-679-1200,
or Kris at 214-577-5591

Ride through Highland Park and
dinner afterward at Chuy's.

Get the most recent information on the DATES website:http://www.doubledates.com
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DATES-LINE is generally published monthly by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem community and may be
copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right to edit all submissions.
Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be included in the next
issue. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com
kris365@sbcglobal.net

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Scott & Mindy Mashburn

214-395-9565 (c)

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972.985.7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Carol Croy & Bruce Hudson

214.320.8708 (h)

hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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