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4th of July Ride, Cook-out and Swim
8:30 am start
Home of Roane and Juanita Logan
3403 Summer Place
Farmers Branch, TX 75234
What better way
to celebrate Independence Day
than with a bicycle built for two
and some red, white, and blue?
(I’ve attended the Captain’s school of poem writing.)
Join Roane and Juanita for a no-drop ride through Dallas on July 4. The ride starts at their
home and winds through Dallas and Highland Park, touching on the Highland Park 4th of July
parade, and a couple of other neighborhood parades along the way. The route is
approximately 30 miles in total.
Afterwards, we’ll dine on hot dogs and cool off in the pool. BYOBBS. That’s bring your own
beer and bathing suits.
Lots of kiddos are out riding their bikes on the 4th, and they really like seeing the tandems.
Decorate yourself and your bikes in red, white, and blue, and let’s show them how much fun
they can have when they grow up. Please RSVP 469-688-0070 or juanitalogan@yahoo.com.

DATES "Impromptu" Mesquite Ride
Leaders: Mindy & Scott Mashburn and Laura & Pete Holverson-Roberts
When: Sunday, July 10th
Meet Time: 7:30 AM
Start Time: As soon as everyone is ready
Where:
Lowes in Mesquite
4444 N. Galloway Avenue
Mesquite, Tx 75150
Mashburns & Holverson-Roberts will co-lead a DATES ride on Sunday July 10. Meet at
7:30 am at the Lowes on I-30 at the Galloway exit, and leave as soon as everyone is ready.
The routes are 37 and 57. We will have maps and cue sheets.
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Ride to Venus
Ride Leaders - Ronnie & Nanette Bryant
Date:
Time:
Contact:

Sunday July 24
Meet at 7 am ride at 7:30
817-925-6632

Routes of 23,42,61 and if the weather is perfect – 81 miles. Start at the Bicycles Inc store on
the Southeast corner of I-20 and Green Oaks Blvd in Arlington. The 42 goes to Lillian and
then returns. The 61 goes through Lillian to Venus and then returns. The 81 does an
additional loop from Venus and then returns. The routes have a lot of shade, low car count
and some pretty nice roads and a fair amount of hills.
Lunch at fuzzy's tacos after the ride.
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The Best Little Tandem Rally in Texas
The 21st Annual Southwest Tandem Rally
April 29 through May 1, 2011
La Grange, Texas

Rally review by Harry and Janette Thompson
This year’s SWTR was attended by 97 teams; the majority were from Texas but there were
also teams from 15 other states. The rally was hosted by our friends at the Houston Area
Tandem Society (HATS) in the rolling countryside of Central Texas in the old Czech Town of
La Grange. As usual, it was a three-day format with rides and attractions planned for each
day. The Czech Pavilion at the Fayette County Fairgrounds was ride central and where all
the functions were held.
Friday. Today was the pie ride with route distances of 17 to 51 miles. We got to town in
the early afternoon and the rumor was that HATS would stop serving pie at 4:00. Not
wanting to miss the pie experience we opted for the short ride. We hooked up with Chuck
and Kris Carlson at the Round Top town square to start the ride. The Carlsons have been
known to get lost when riding with us -- Janette and Kris start jabbering and they forget to
read the cue sheet. Today was no exception and we missed the first turn. Before we knew
it we were off route. Since we knew where we came from, we turned it into an out-and-back
ride. The weather was pleasant but it was very windy and the ride back took twice as long
as the ride out. Back in Round Top we found the pie. There was a large assortment from
Royer’s Café which has been written up in Texas Monthly. It was hard to pick from the many
choices but Harry took their legendary chocolate chip (it lived up to its reputation), and
managed to get a taste of Janette’s lemon coconut. It would have been difficult to choose
the best.
Friday Night. Social Hour was 6:00-7:00 with band, drinks, and snacks. Lots of beer and
wine was consumed and the keg of home-brewed Seveer did not last long. It was a good
time seeing old and new friends. Dinner was a stuffed baked potato buffet. After dinner an
old local guy gave us a talk about the historic churches in the area that we would be seeing
the next day. He was pretty interesting and told some “colorful” jokes. Bill McCready of
Santana Cycles gave a talk about recent innovations for tandem bicycles. The next big thing
seems to be electronic shifting.
Saturday. Ride Options of 33, 46, 66, and 87 miles. Route talks began at 8:15 but many
chose to start early. It was overcast but promised to be a hot, windy day. We rode with
Mitch and Leslie Frank, and due to Leslie’s love of architecture we may have seen every
church in the county . . . we even detoured twice (including an uphill into the wind) to see
churches not on the route. We’re really glad we did! We must say the churches in this area
are stunning. The exteriors are generally fairly simple, but the ornate interiors are as
beautiful as many that we have seen in Europe. While Harry grew up not far from La
Grange, he never knew these types of churches existed in this part of the country. The
countryside was typical Central Texas, rolling farmland, but it seems the current drought had
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eliminated most of the wildflowers. No bluebonnets were seen the entire day. One local
farmer told us they had not had measurable rain since October. The wind never let up, but
luckily the return into town was all downwind. Lunch was back at the pavilion, although the
87-milers had the option of eating their lunch somewhere on the route.

Saturday night. Again we had social hour from 6:00 to 7:00 with more drinks and snacks.
There was another keg of Seveer beer and plenty of wine. Dinner was ham and turkey in
the Texas barbecue style. Everyone seemed to get plenty to eat. After dinner, Kristen
Lindner, a comedienne from Houston, got the audience laughing with her jokes. While not a
tandemist, she had done her homework and had some interesting observations about
tandeming. The night concluded with door prizes from various tandem and bike shops.
Sunday. Routes of 17, 32 or 40 miles. Due to checkout times, many opted for short routes.
Again the wind was blowing, but unlike Saturday we had a headwind on the home stretch.
The routes were nice through the countryside with not much traffic. Lunch was back at the
pavilion with some very good barbecue sandwiches. Afterwards, everyone lingered while
saying their goodbyes.
Our helmets are off to HATS for a great tandem rally. We know that Hugh and Becky Reeves
had a lot of help, but they deserve our thanks for pulling it all together. The list of teams
that contributed is too long to mention but special kudos to Teams Fondren and Curtis for
the fabulous routes. Also, we’re sure that all the attendees appreciated the SAG support by
Ric and Marcia Becker of House of Tandems; it was good to know they were there.
TxCATS announced that next year’s SWTR will be April 27-29, 2012 at the Inn of the Hills in
Kerrville, Texas. We will see you there!
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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DATES Rick (Texas) to Rick (Oklahoma) Century Ride
Friday, June 3rd, 2011

Ride Leader – Rick Dixon
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
Boy, the last 12 months sure have flown by fast. It doesn’t seem that long ago that the 2010
edition of the DATES Rick to Rick Century Ride took place. I’m going to have a hard time
surpassing Rick Dixon’s ride report from last year’s ride. This year’s edition saw 9 people
taking on the challenge (see the list below).
Rick Dixon
Harry Thompson
Scott Mashburn
Chuck Carlson
Kevin Vinson

John McManus
Dan Hopf
Nanette Bryant
Alan Kailer

We began gathering at Rick Dixon’s house around 6:30 AM. Ann Dixon was kind enough to
have bagels and fruit for the riders. As was the case in years past, we were going to have
the luxury of SAG support. This year Ann Dixon, Carol Hopf, and Renee Kailer provided SAG
support. At approximately 7:00 AM, we were on our way to Ardmore, Oklahoma.
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This year’s route pretty much followed the same route as last year except for the beginning.
We took South Village Drive to Virginia Parkway. We made a right onto Virginia Parkway.
Heading east on Virginia Parkway, we had a very short ride to N. Lake Forest Drive where we
made a left and headed north.
The weather for this year’s ride was perfect. Winds out of the south and temperatures were
not going to be as warm as they were the last couple of years. Lake Forest Drive is a
popular cycling route. It’s a 4-lane divided road with a very smooth surface. We stayed on
Lake Forest Drive all the way to US 380. We continued across US 380 on Lake Forest Drive
which is also FM 1461.
This segment of Lake Forest Drive was real nice since we had the 2 northbound lanes to
ourselves for a little while since construction on Lake Forest Drive has not been completed
north of US 380. It wasn’t until we were near the road that takes you back to Erwin Park
that we lost our isolated lanes. We actually lost the 4-lane divided road altogether and
resumed on the original FM 1461 2-lane road.
At a certain point, FM 1461 switches direction to the west. It was at this point that we
veered to the right and continued north past the Collin County Youth Park. At one time, this
was the venue for the Collin Classic. Many DATES rides have been hosted out of Erwin Park
and went right by the youth park as well. Just past the youth park, we reached a “T”
intersection. We made a right on CR 168 and headed east. Up to now, traffic had been
fairly light.
CR 168 connects into FM 543. We made a left on FM 543 and made our way north towards
Weston. Most people reading this probably already know this but for those that don’t, the
little town of Weston is the oldest town in Collin County. Linda and I have ridden through
Weston many times over the years. Once we rode through Weston, FM 543 connects into
FM 455. We continued north on FM 455 for less than a mile. We veered left onto CR 175
while FM 455 continued east towards US 75.
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CR 175 is great road with a very smooth surface. This is a night and day difference from FM
543 and FM 455 and the chip-seal. CR 175 turns to the west and turns into CR 134. CR 134
is another great road with a very smooth surface. CR 134 goes all the way to Preston Road
(SH 289). The entire segment of CR 134 is nothing but “Texas rollers”. It’s a great road for
tandems. Linda and I always incorporated this segment into the DATES ride we would host
out of Erwin Park.
The fairly new Celina High School is located at the intersection of CR 134 and Preston Road.
We made a right-hand turn onto Preston Road and headed north towards Gunter. Preston
Road has a very nice wide shoulder. We were able to ride two abreast along the shoulder.
We also had a very nice tailwind. Our first official rest stop was in Gunter at approximately
the 20 mile mark. Ann, Carol, and Renee were waiting for us in an empty lot along SH 289.

This stop gave us a chance to refuel and take care of other business. We resumed our
adventure making our way north towards Sperry where we would catch FM 902. This is my
3rd year of doing this ride and I have always enjoyed the FM 902 segment. FM 902 runs east
and west but has turns that take you north and south. It’s lightly traveled and offers up
some nice rollers with some scenic vistas. Shortly after leaving Gunter we had our first
mechanical. Scott Mashburn had a flat with his rear tire.
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Chuck, Rick, and I stayed back while the other five continued on. Our SAG support stopped
by and we were able to use the pump Chuck had in the back of his van that was being driven
by Ann Dixon. Once Scott had the tire changed and ready to go, the four of us set out to
make up time on the other five so we started doing a rotating pace line. It took us a while
but we finally caught the other five. Needless to say, I had my first interval training of the
ride.
All 9 of us continued on FM 902. Our next segment was FM 901. At approximately 40 miles,
we made a right onto FM 901. Like FM 902, FM 901 offers up the same luxuries such as a
smooth surface and light traffic. FM 901 took us through the small town of Macomb. At the
48 mile mark, we made a right onto SH 56. It was here that our SAG support was waiting
for us. This was a good place to stop since SH 56 had a nice wide shoulder. This was a
quick stop as compared to our previous stop.

Here’s a rare sight, Rick Dixon walking his bike up a hill.
We continued east on SH 56 for about a
half a mile where we made a left on FM
901 and continued north. We crossed
under US 82 into Sadler. This was a rest
stop for us last year. It was in
Gordonville and made a right onto
Gordonville Road where we met the
group that was riding down from Rick &
Kay Watson’s house in Ardmore,
Oklahoma. This group included the
following riders.
• Scott Wilson (Kay Watson’s son)
• Keri Bloomer (Herb & Sandra
Bloomer’s daughter)
• Ronnie Bryant
• Mindy Mashburn
• Jesse (friend of Keri’s)
• Barry (friend of Keri’s)
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

July 2011

Page 10

Speaking of Keri Bloomer, Herb & Sandra did not participate in this year’s Ardmore weekend.
Herb & Sandra have participated in this cycling weekend for a long time. Herb was an
original on the McKinney to Ardmore ride. We missed Herb & Sandra this year. Now we had
15 riders heading north towards the Red River. We took Gordonville Road north. At the 62mile mark, we made a left onto Cedar Mills Road. Within a matter of seconds, we were at US
377.
At the 62.1 mile mark, we made a right onto US 377. Two miles down the road we made a
right into the Juniper Point Park entrance for the picnic.

Besides the 15 of us, we had 3 more riders from
Ardmore.
•
•
•

Rick Watson
Brenda Cole
Linda Vinson

The tally was at 18 riders at this point. We had
a very nice picnic courtesy of Ann, Carol, and
Renee. After about 30 minutes, all of us
mounted back up to make our way to our destination of Ardmore and Rick & Kay’s house.
We had about 35 miles ahead of us.
The next 5.1 miles on US 377 was the roughest part of the ride. Even though there is a nice
wide shoulder along US 377 in Oklahoma, the surface is very rough. All of us were glad once
we made a left onto S. Powell Road at the 70.7 mile mark. It was so much more relaxing
once we got off of US 377. From this point until we hit US 70, we traveled on rural roads.
Very rural roads.
Our next rest stop was in Lebanon at the 78 mile mark. Our SAG support was waiting for us
at an old gas station along SH 32. This rest stop really hit the spot. It was starting to get
hot and we had access to cold towels and plenty of ice water. We weren’t on SH 32 very
long when we made a right-hand turn onto Durwood McMillan Road and headed north.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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Durwood McMillan Road turned into McMillan Road and took us through the tiny town of
McMillan. This was our last segment before hitting US 70.
At the 87.5 mile mark, we turned left onto US 70 and made our way west. US 70 has a nice
wide shoulder and is very smooth. US 70 also has a lot of “Oklahoma rollers”. These are
bigger climbs and descents than “Texas rollers”. LOL! This segment of the ride was 7.2
miles. The SAG support was parked along US 70 but I decided to pass on this last rest stop.
At this point, all 18 of us were separated.
At the 95.7 mile mark, we made a right onto Dogwood Road heading north. This was the
last segment before turning left onto McClain Road and Rick & Kay’s beautiful home. It
wasn’t long and everyone had arrived. The total mileage for the ride was just less than 99
miles. Everyone had a great time. I’ve done this ride 3 years in a row and I really enjoy it.
Riding a century is much easier when you are riding with good friends and also have SAG
support.
Many thanks to Rick Dixon and Rick Watson for putting this ride together. Many, many
thanks to Ann, Carol, and Renee for providing outstanding SAG support. I told Linda that I
would be happy to provide SAG support next year if she would like to ride the century.

Brenda, Rick and Linda’s Big Adventure
By Linda Vinson
The ride from Rick and Kay Watson’s house in Ardmore, OK to the lunch stop just south of
the OK/TX border started off warm and windy. For those who have never done the Friday
event of the Ardmore weekend, a number of us had dropped off our significant
captain/stoker at Rick Dixon’s house in McKinney and then drove the 90 miles to the
Watson’s. The assembled group at the Watson’s consisted of DATES members, a few GDB
riders and Kay’s son, Scott, who would escort our group to the lunch stop to meet the group
headed north from McKinney.
I had such a good time riding and chatting with
Brenda Cole last year that I decided to ride with
her again. Pretty soon, a gallant Rick Watson
decided that the two ladies needed a big strong
man along to keep them safe! Our little group
of 3 rolled through the quiet, scenic Oklahoma
countryside. The roads were like ribbons gently
rising and falling over the hills. All of a sudden
our route was interrupted by a semi truck
trailer lodged in the ditch at a T intersection.
The truck cab and trailer had totally blocked
the roads in all directions. We had no other
option but to crawl under the truck trailer with
our bikes. As we greeted the truck driver on the
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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other side, I was so tempted to
say “You stuck?” but thought
my joke may not be
appreciated. A small tractor was
lining up in front of the truck
cab in an attempt to pull the
trailer out of the ditch. All we
could think was it wasn’t gonna
happen!
We continued our trek and
Brenda and I were engrossed in
conversation. Rick was riding
ahead, scouting the route for
danger. Out of nowhere, two
mid-sized dogs ran into the
road after Rick. As Brenda and I
approached, Rick dismounted from his bike and used it as a shield to fend the dogs off.
Brenda and I rode by unharmed. How brave he was!
After all this excitement, we were ready for a cold drink at around mile 20. We stopped in at
a small store and visited with the clerks. Refreshed, we continued on our way to the lunch
stop. The next 15 or so miles were uneventful until we came to the US 377 bridge that
crosses the Red River. The bridge is only two lanes and it is approximately a mile long. The
wind was very gusty over the river and for me, it’s scary when cars are passing and you are
trying not to get blown over. I started to daydream as I watched Rick cycling ahead of me. I
wondered what I would do if he got blown off the bridge. Would I go in after him? Do I take
off my cycling shoes and helmet before I dive in? Where is the closest shore? Like I said, it is
a long bridge. Fortunately we all made it across unharmed.
We were greeted at the lunch stop by the other cyclists from the north and south and the
lovely SAG ladies (notice I did not say “the lovely SAGGING ladies!”) had a wonderful picnic
lunch set up for us. It was time to refuel and enjoy the conversation before riding back as a
group to Ardmore. Thank you Rick and Brenda for a wonderful morning of cycling!
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2011 Red River Roadkill Rally
Saturday June 4th, 2011

Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
The Red River Roadkill Rally is the second day of the Ardmore cycling weekend. For those of
you that are looking for something different from the Mesquite Rodeo Ride, this ride is for
you. From a participant standpoint, this pay ride is not as big as the Mesquite Rodeo Ride
but is just as good in regards to the routes. Every year, the ride organizers offer up routes
of 20, 40, and 60 miles. For more information regarding the Red River Roadkill Rally, visit
the http://www.ardmoremainstreet.com/roadkill-rally.html website.
From a DATES club standpoint, we had a great turnout of club members. The couples that
rode their tandems were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rick & Kay Watson
John McManus & Brenda Cole
Rick & Ann Dixon
Pete Holverson & Laura Roberts
Dan & Carol Hopf
Alan & Renee Kailer
Marc & Susie Mumby
Scott & Mindy Mashburn
Jeff & Darla Hollansworth
Harry & Janette Thompson

We also had DATES members that elected to ride their singles.
•
•
•

Chuck Carlson (Chuck was solo all weekend since Kris joined her mother in Illinois for
a recognition event)
Ronnie & Nanette Bryant
Kevin & Linda Vinson

It was a very nice surprise to see Jeff & Darla Hollansworth. They made the trip to Ardmore
from Hot Springs, Arkansas. They were traveling in style as well in their new RV. We also
had Keri Bloomer and her two cycling friends on singles as well. I can also tell you that we
weren’t the only ones representing the state of Texas at this event.
This rally starts from the historic Santa Fe Depot in downtown Ardmore. There were several
hundred riders lined up for the start. As for a route of choice, there were some of us on the
singles that were not sure whether we would do the 40 or the 60 mile. Personally, I was
leaning towards the 40 mile route since I did just less than 99 miles on Friday. In the past, I
have done the 60 mile route. You can’t go wrong with either the 40 or 60 mile routes.
All routes start out from the Santa Fe Depot and we do a loop through the downtown area
before making our way out into the surrounding rural area. It doesn’t take long to get out of
the Ardmore city limits. Both the 40 and 60 mile routes are clockwise loops that take you
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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around Lake Murray. There are some good climbs in the first 20 miles of the ride. I always
forget how hilly the early part of the ride is for both routes.
The first rest stop for the 40 and 60 mile routes is just south of US 70 in Lake Murray State
Park. Ardmore is located north of US 70 along I-35. We don’t have to cross I-35 but we do
have to cross US 70 twice. Almost everyone (tandems and singles) gathered at the first rest
stop to discuss distances. Several of us were still trying to decide which distance to do.
Once we resumed the ride, we had two tandems and eight singles in our group. We had
about 5-10 miles to decide which distance we were going to choose. As we came upon the
split off, three singles went straight while everyone else made the left-hand turn. Then, all
of a sudden, two of the singles decided to make a U-turn and chose the 40 mile route. LOL!
So, at this point, it was Linda, Nanette, Ronnie, Chuck, and I riding as a group. The
conversation was lively and the ride was very enjoyable. The 40-mile route pretty much
circles Lake Murray while the 60-mile route goes east away from the lake, then south, and
then west back to the lake. As we were making our way around the southern part of the
lake, we came upon two cyclists. They decided to join our group.
On the west side of the lake, there is a small dam that also acts as a roadway. This section
of the route is in a valley. Basically, you descend down onto the dam, ride across the dam,
and then make your way back up on the other side. I would estimate the dam section to be
about 75-100 yards long. As we were approaching the descent onto the dam, we were
riding two abreast.
I remember the road surface of the dam being a little rough so I yelled out that there was
rough surface ahead. As we make our way onto the dam, we are riding along at about 18
MPH. As we hit the dam, I was focusing on the road ahead since it was rough in areas. All
of sudden, I heard a loud thud. I looked in my mirror and saw one of the riders that joined
us down on the ground. I yelled out to Ronnie and Chuck that a rider was down.
We immediately stopped. Linda took my bike while I ran back to check on the rider. As
Ronnie and I approached the rider, we noticed he was moaning and groaning and was also
bleeding from his ear. It just so happened that a lady was behind us in an SUV. She saw
everything. We asked her to call 911 while we attended to the rider.
Another rider came upon the scene and immediately took charge in regards to checking out
the downed rider. Linda and Nanette joined in while Ronnie and I directed other cyclists to
slow down and move to the left side of the road over the dam. It appeared that the rider
was in pretty bad shape. The rider did not have any identification on him and his cycling
buddy seemed to be in shock because he didn’t provide a lot of information at the start.
Linda and Nanette were great with tending to the downed rider. Chuck was there with Linda
and Nanette while Ronnie and I kept an eye out for the emergency vehicle and also
instructing oncoming cyclists to slow down and move to the left. What we think happened
was, that rider was in the left-hand line of the two lines we had formed. As he hit the dam,
he caught himself in a crack and immediately went down.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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The lady driving the SUV stated that he didn’t even slide. It hit all of us pretty hard. Finally,
a state trooper arrived on the scene. Linda and Nanette were working on keeping the rider
stable and also talking to him. They did an excellent job of keeping him cool with a wet
towel and shade. The state trooper was trying to get his name. As time went on, he started
responding to questions.
The next vehicle to arrive was a park vehicle. Finally, the ambulance arrived. Come to find
out, the two gentlemen that joined our group were from Wichita Falls, Texas. This was their
first time riding the Red River Roadkill Rally. Once the paramedics arrived, they began
working on getting the rider stable and placed him on the stretcher. We loaded his bike in
the back of the park ranger’s truck. Once the emergency vehicles left, we continued on.
We were all pretty stunned by what took place and what we saw. That was the topic of
conversation for the next several miles. There was another rest stop just south of US 70 at
the entrance of The Lodge at Lake Murray. We were joined by the Watsons and McManusCole teams. While at that rest stop, we saw the teams of Holverson-Roberts, Mashburns,
and Hollansworths. After our break, we resumed the final leg of the ride.
At the US 70 intersection, Ronnie, Chuck, and I decided to wait for Linda and Nanette. We
pulled off towards this service station on the south side of US 70. As Linda and Nanette were
approaching, the 3 of us started to take off. As I was taking off, somehow, I got myself
caught in a crack and could not get unclipped.
I wrestled with the bike to keep it up while I tried to unclip. As I am doing this, a family in a
Jeep pulling a trailer with ATVs wanted to pull into the service station we were parked near.
As I am fighting my bike, the family was looking on with curiosity and a lot of patience. Also,
Chuck and John & Brenda were watching as well. Anyway, I veered toward that Jeep still
struggling with my bike. Finally, I had no more momentum and I just tumbled over to my
left.
I did a perfect tuck and roll. The bike did not touch the road. There I was, flat on my back
with my bike above me and I’m still clipped in. The guy driving the Jeep had a big smile on
his face while his son had a look of shock in the backseat. Finally, I got myself unclipped and
got back on my feet all in one piece except for my ego.
Brenda came running over to make sure I was alright while John and Chuck were laughing.
After what we had witnessed back on the dam, seeing me fall over on my bike and laying
there on the ground laughing was good therapy. We definitely had a lot to talk about when
we got back to the Santa Fe Depot. With everything that happened, we all had a good ride.
The post-ride was very nice. Pizza, salad, soft drinks, and beer.
We all hung out there for quite some time. Eventually everyone got back to the Santa Fe
Depot. It turned out to be a very nice social gathering. We plan on going back to Ardmore
next year. As for the downed rider from Wichita Falls, his name is Hank Rugeley. We had
heard he was taken to the Marietta Hospital. At that time, that was all the information we
had.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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When we got back home on Sunday, Linda took it upon herself to do some research on Hank
Rugeley. She started by sending Larry Pond, a DATES member who lives in Wichita Falls, an
e-mail asking if he knew of Hank Rugeley. Larry responded back with some helpful
information. Chuck followed that up with more research and found out quite a bit of
information regarding Hank Rugeley. Below is a copy of Chuck’s e-mail to Linda.
** Begin Message**
I called his partner in his law office, D'Lyn Davison, and talked with him for 10-15 minutes.
The hospital in Marietta diagnosed a skull fracture and care flighted Hank to Wichita Falls,
where they did a CT scan and didn't see any fracture. So they held him overnight and since
Hank's wife is an RN, they released him. So he is now at home. He has a broken collarbone
and sore ribs, which are giving him the most pain. He is also having headaches. And of
course he has road rash.
His partner is concerned about the head trauma and was glad to get more info. He has
encouraged Hank to go see someone here in Dallas regarding the head injury, but Hank says
he's already been seen by two doctors and that's enough.
Hank's partner, D. D'Lyn Davison, took my contact info and expects that Hank will email me.
He said Hank is an "emailer."
**End Message**
That message was
back on June 7th.
As of this writing,
I don’t have any
further
information. We
were all relieved
to hear the news
about Hank
Rugeley.
To the left is a
graphic image of
the 40-mile route.
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DATES Easy Rider Ride
Hosted by Rick and Kay Watson
Ride review by Janette Thompson
On this third day of cycling in and around Ardmore, Oklahoma, we were ready for a
scenic low-key Sunday ride with friends, and that’s just what our ride leaders had planned.
At 8:30 a.m., 13 teams and 2 singles began the ride at the famous Arbuckle Mountain Fried
Pie store, about 20 miles north of Ardmore, OK.

We rode mostly rural roads and at 20 miles we entered the Chickasaw National
Recreation Area, named to honor the Chickasaw Indian Nation, original occupants of this
land. The park has two lakes, the Lake of the Arbuckles with 36 miles of shoreline, and
Veterans Lake which is much smaller. We cruised through the park and part of the ride was
on the brand new bike trail around Veterans Lake; it was quite pretty.
On two separate occasions outside of the park, the wild animal patrol rescued two big
turtles that were trying to cross the road. The highlight of my ride may have been learning
how to pick up a turtle without getting bitten. Harry wanted to take one home to either put
into the swimming pool or use in soup. (How quickly do you think I vetoed those ideas?!?)
Most of the teams stopped for lunch at Roma’s Italian Restaurant in Sulphur, where
the service was fast and the food delicious. It was the perfect place for our big group to eat.
The only downside was that we started on the last leg of our trip, 14 miles back to the fried
pie store, with very full stomachs and decidedly dead legs. The total ride was a fun 44 miles.
In keeping with DATES tradition, many folks bought fried pies to eat then, or to take
home. I never have developed a taste for fried pies, but the other member of my household
savored every bite of his two pies later that evening.
An Ardmore weekend just wouldn’t be complete without scenic rural roads, a ride
through the Chickasaw National Recreation Area, turtle rescues, and a couple of fried pies.
Once again, Rick and Kay Watson gave us a very special weekend in their home state.
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Three Days Cycling in Oklahoma
By Harry Thompson
Well, maybe it was only two and one-third days in Oklahoma because it all started at
the Dixons’ in McKinney on Friday, June 3. A group of nine intrepid riders were to ride the
100 miles to Ardmore, Oklahoma; meet our stokers/captain; ride the Red River Roadkill Rally
on Saturday; and then do a tandem ride on Sunday.
Besides Rick Dixon and yours truly, Scott Mashburn, Alan Kailer, Chuck Carlson, Kevin
Vinson, Dan Hopf, John McManus, and the lone stoker, Nanette Bryant were off shortly after
7:00 a.m. on Friday for the epic adventure. This was my first time on this ride, but most of
the others had done it previously. We had great support from a caravan of sags. Ann Dixon,
Carol Hopf, and Renee Kailer provided the much needed nourishment and encouragement at
many stops along the way. We ate lunch at a park on Lake Texoma (67 miles) and were
joined by a large contingent of riders (including some stokers) that had ridden down from
Ardmore and would return with our group. It was generally a good route along rural roads
with sometimes a slight tailwind. The small group I was riding with was the last to arrive in
Ardmore but that did not seem to damper the welcome we received. It was a hard, hot ride.
Dinner on Friday night was at the Watson homestead. The menu was catered fajitas
with desserts by Kay Watson (“better than sex”) and Brenda Cole (brownies and cookies).
There was plenty of fellowship as well as beer and wine. A good time was had by all.
On Saturday, the 18th Annual Red River Roadkill Rally was the usual ride through the
hills and countryside around Lake Murray. After Friday’s ride, Janette and I decided on the
40-mile route as did many of the tandems. Afterwards, we all had pizza and beer at the
finish.
Saturday’s dinner was at Café Alley in Ardmore. We had our own room and a large
crowd of tandem riders. The food was good and Kay had brought banana pudding and
strawberry delight for dessert. I think everyone got plenty to eat.
Sunday was the traditional fried pie ride. It started at the Arbuckle Mountain Fried Pie
place on IH 35 north of Ardmore. We rode 44+ miles through a national park, around
Veteran’s Lake, and through the town of Sulphur where we stopped for lunch. Prior to
leaving for home, we had to buy the obligatory fried pies to take home.
Thanks go to the Dixons for coordinating Friday’s ride. Also thanks to the Watsons for
dinner Friday night and setting up the other events.
It was a great tandem weekend!
In case you were wondering, I ate those two fried pies (lemon and blackberry) while
watching the Mavericks and the Heat after we returned home Sunday night. Although the
outcome of the game was crummy, the pies were really yummy.
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Cedar Hill Mexican Food Ride
Ride Report by Chuck Carlson
Here are the options that were
offered to us: no wind, no
heat, big fun. We got to pick
one so we all picked the last
one. Good choice!
The eight of us - Thompsons,
Vinsons, Kailers and Carlsons soon headed south into the
teeth of a strong wind under a
blazing hot sun. It didn't take
us long to figure out that
drafting was a good idea. The
ride started with a plunge down
the Texas Plume and the climb back up Lake Ridge Parkway to the US 67 access road. One
point of interest on the Texas Plume was the "U.S. Open of Frisbee Golf" - excuse me - that
would be Disc Golf. A quick visit to Disc Golf Review revealed that the Lester Lorch Park
Coyote Disc Golf course where the event was held is highly rated (4.32 discs out of 5)
despite the 2 big cons listed: "poison ivy and poisonous snakes." (I didn’t realize that sport
included risk of death or disfigurement.) Since the parking lot was packed, they were
obviously having fun with their own version of the U.S. Open on the same day as the USGA
event.
Our route of choice, the 44-miler, followed quiet roads with minimal traffic. We only had to
alert one oncoming driver to the fact that driving on the left side of the road isn't kosher.
Fortunately he was in a convertible with the top down and responded quickly to a whistle.
We also surprised a roadrunner when we rounded the corner onto Bryson Lane but it needed
no prompting to get out our way. (The picture is not the roadrunner we saw, but it’s a good
picture anyway)
Since this ride has no services until about mile
32, Alan and Renee had stashed a cooler filled
with icy cold bottles of water at mile 21. It was
a shady stop that everyone seemed to
appreciate. Since there were no modern
bathroom facilities, we then set our innate GPS
systems on mile 32, where we hit a McDonalds.
Kris and I (mostly I) made short work of 3
chocolate chip cookies and a Coke, while some
unnamed people went for fries.
Somewhere along the course we had started to work our way north and that meant tailwind,
no, make that TAILWIND. What a treat to ride up a tough hill at 20+ without doing much
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work! The smooth stretch on Tar Rd. didn't last long enough for me. It's a non-straight,
non-flat piece of road that is really fun to ride under normal conditions, but with a 30 mph
tailwind, it's addicting.
When we got back to the start, we all agreed that we had burned off every calorie we had
consumed at McD's, so we went directly to Azteca for Mexican fare. It was yummy, but I
was so hungry that I would not be a good judge. I did notice many clean plates, though.
Now that the ride is behind us, I'm really glad that we all picked the "big fun" option. I can't
remember much about the headwind or the heat, but the fun part is permanently locked into
my memory.
Thanks, Kailers, for a great ride!
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Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts (DATES)
Business Meeting & Social, Sunday, June 12, 2011
Minutes
LOCATION: Home of Roane & Juanita Logan
ATTENDING OFFICERS: John McManus & Brenda Cole, Alan & Renee Kailer, Chuck & Kris
Carlson, Kevin & Linda Vinson, and Chuck & Janet Kirklen
ABSENT OFFICERS: Tom & Brenda Shaddox
ATTENDING MEMBERS: Tony & Colleen Herring, Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy, Roane &
Juanita Logan, Marc Mumby, Rusty Tether & Allen Walker, Harry & Janette Thompson
OFFICERS REPORTS

Secretary: In the absence of official minutes from the annual meeting, John read a summary

of the business proceedings as he remembered them. He requested additions and
corrections from the group. None were forthcoming and his summary was approved as read.

Treasurer: Chuck Kirklen presented the Treasurers Report. (Attached in its entirety in the

official version).

Ride Leaders: Kris reported:

We have had 14 rides so far this year versus 8 at the same time last year.
Currently have rides on the calendar for June 19 and July 4.
Looking for additional ride leaders thereafter.
A summary of the rides and events through June 19 is attached to the official version..

DATES-LINE Editor: Alan reported he needs ride reporters and reminded ride leaders to get
a volunteer to write up each ride.

Membership Coordinators: Kevin reported:
Currently 66 member teams
10 nonrenewals from last year all of whom were sent reminders
OTHER REPORTS

Website: The web is up.
BikeDFW: Marc reported:

BikeDFW is a partner in the City of Dallas Parks & Recreation Departments Happy Trails
safety and awareness campaign for the hike & bike trails in the Dallas area. He invited us to
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get involved by visiting the City of Dallas Hike & Bike Trails Facebook page and take the
“Happy Trails” Pledge.
The Dallas City Council passed the Bike Plan.
They are working on Safe Passing in Dallas, Plano and Frisco.
NEW BUSINESS

New Secretary: Tom and Brenda indicated they were unable to fulfill the responsibilities of

their office. Therefore in the best interest of the club, we voted to elect Team Hudson/Croy
as the new secretary team.

White Rock Lake Pave the Way Campaign: John suggested we contribute by purchasing a

brick which will be inscribed with the club name (or whatever other message we choose
within the space constraints) and will be used to pave the new White Rock Lake Spillway
Plaza . We decided to buy a $500 brick.

DATES Ride Participants: Following much discussion concerning members versus nonmembers and singles versus tandems, we agreed:
The primary objective is to protect the club from lawsuits.
All riders (members and non-members) should be required to sign a waiver at each ride.
The Ride Coordinators will prepare the waiver form to be available for the next ride and
include for each participant name, emergency phone, email and whether or not they are a
member. PBA currently uses such a form.
If costs for the ride are incurred by the club, non-member riders should have to contribute.
The Ride Leader determines who can participate. Ride notices should include if it is members
only or not and cost to non-members, if any.
DATES Banner: It was suggested that when participating in a pay ride, members should take

the DATES Banner and display it prominently to advertise our presence and encourage new
membership. John will get the banner to the Ride Coordinators.

Dallas Mavericks Paraphernalia: In honor of the sixth and potentially last playoff game

tonight where the Mavs could cinch the championship, Juanita & Roane had a drawing for a
Mavericks antennae cover (Vinsons), Mavericks bottle coozie (Kirklens) and Maverick T-shirt
(Hudson/Croy).
The meeting was adjourned about 7:00 pm
Submitted by Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy, DATES Secretaries.
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New DATES Waiver Policy
At the club meeting on Sunday, June 12th, members in attendance discussed the use of ride
waivers for all future club rides. Most of the other established cycling organizations in the
DFW area (PBA (Plano Bicycle Association), GDB (Greater Dallas Bicyclists), and FWBA (Fort
Worth Bicycling Association), require signed waivers for their rides. Waivers are signed by
members and non-members alike, and emergency phone numbers have also been requested.
After talking about various safety and liability issues, the members voted to initiate a new
waiver policy for DATES, effective immediately. Ride leaders for future club rides will be
expected to have all ride participants sign the release and supply an emergency contact
number. Non-members will be asked for an e-mail address (not required, though), so we
might follow up with them later to encourage them to join the club.
Kevin Vinson will be posting our new waiver on the DATES website, where ride leaders can
find it and print it prior to their event. Ride Coordinators will also email the form to ride
leaders as a reminder before the ride date. Although it may take some time for the new
procedure to become a habit, starting this new approach is a positive step for the club.
Thanks, in advance, for your cooperation.

Notice:
August 2011 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: July 25, 2011
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE
4th of July Ride,
Cook-out and
Swim

"Impromptu"
Mesquite Ride

Ride to Venus

DATE

Monday, July 4

START
TIME

8:30 am

Meet at
7:30 am
Sunday, July 10

Sunday, July 24

Ride
when
ready

Meet at 7
am ride
at 7:30

START PLACE
3403 Summer
Place
Farmers Branch,
TX 75234
Lowe's
4444 N.
Galloway Ave.
Mesquite, Tx
Bicycles Inc store
on the Southeast
corner of I-20
and Green Oaks
Blvd in Arlington

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

Roane &
Juanita
Logan

469-688-0070 or
juanitalogan@yahoo.com

30 miles

Mindy &
Scott
Mashburn
and Laura
& Pete
HolversonRoberts

--

37 & 57
miles

817-925-6632

23,42,61
and if the
weather is
perfect –
81 miles

Ronnie &
Nanette
Bryant

Cook-out and swim after ride
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Lunch at fuzzy's tacos after
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See newsletter
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 75202-2785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.613.2507 (h)

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

c/o Alan & Renee Kailer

kris365@sbcglobal.net

1445 Ross Avenue

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

Suite 3700,
Dallas, TX 75202-2785

______________________________
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972-985-7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Carol Croy & Bruce Hudson

214-320-8708 (h)

hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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