May 2011

Volume 22, Number 5

Pictures From the 2010 DATES Easy Rider Weekend in Ardmore
Join Us Again This Year - June 3 - 5!!
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Rick to Rick Ride
DATE:
START:
TIME:
LEADERS:

Friday, June 3
405 S. Village Dr., McKinney
7:00 AM
Rick Dixon and Rick Watson

Once again we invade Oklahoma to enjoy one of the best weekends of cycling on our
schedule. The ride begins at Texas Rick’s home and finishes nearly one hundred miles later
at Oklahoma Rick’s estate. The ride is a non-competitive, semi-casual, down wind affair (we
hope) that is fully supported by much appreciated stokers. It is gently rolling terrain with a
few longer hills as we approach the end. We finish under a large shade tree at the estate to
discuss the adventures of the day. This ride is followed by the Road Kill Rally and Sunday’s
Club ride. It is a weekend of perfect rides, lots of miles, and some great companionship.
We will meet at Rick Dixon’s home in McKinney at 405 S. Village Dr. at 7 AM. We stay
together as a group and plan at least 3 stops with food and drink available. The support
vehicles will be able to carry anyone who encounters any mechanical or physical problems.
This ride gets bigger every year- Lets Make This One the Biggest Yet.
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2011 Red River Roadkill Rally
June 4, 8:00 AM
Santa Fe Depot - Ardmore, Oklahoma
This pay ride sponsored by the Ardmore Main Street Association has become a traditional
part of a DATES weekend with the Rick to Rick Ride on Friday and the DATES Easy Rider
Ride on Sunday.
Routes are 20-40 & 60 miles. The start location is at the Santa Fe Depot on East Main at the
RR tracks.
For more information regarding the 2011 Red River Roadkill Rally, please visit the
http://www.ardmoremainstreet.com/ website.

Notice:
June 2011 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: May 25, 2011
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter

DATES EASY RIDER Ride of Southern Oklahoma
Sunday, June 5
DATES EASY RIDER Ride of Southern Oklahoma – Sunday, June 5.
Lead by DATES Members Rick and Kay Watson, Ardmore, OK. The ride starts at Cedarvale
Fried Pie Restaurant parking lot, just north (and over the mountain from famous Turner
Falls).
Directions to Sunday Ride start: Take I35 North of Ardmore to Exit 51, then go left on Hwy
77 across the Interstate (west) – to restaurant parking lot on the left. Total Ride distance is
approximately 45-50 miles.
We will ride by beautiful Lake of the Arbuckles and Veterans Lake in the Chickasaw National
Recreation area park. We will lunch in or near the park before heading back.
More details will be available on the DATES website.
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Ride

Sunday, June 19
Cedar Hill

Alan and Renee Kailer
Date:
Time:
Location:

Sunday, June 19
8:30 am
Cedar Hills, TX

Alan and Renee Kailer will
lead the fifth edition of a
ride following the routes
of the Cedar Hill “Head for
the Hills” rally held earlier
in the year. Meet at the
Shopping center on
Beltline, just East of
Highway 67 (From
downtown Dallas, go
South on I-35, bear right
on U.S. 67, exit at Beltline
and turn left onto
Beltline). There are 64
mile and 41 mile routes.
For those interested, after
the ride we can eat at one
of the Mexican
restaurants located
nearby.
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DATES Bluebonnet 100 Ride
Hosted by Sue & Mike Baker
April 16th, 2011
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
This was the inaugural DATES Bluebonnet 100 Ride and it lived up to its name. Sue & Mike
put together 3 great routes for this ride. They offered up routes of 51, 77, and the first 100
miler of 2011. Seven couples and one single met at the Sunnyvale Town Park. The single
rider was a friend of Sue & Mike’s from Irving. There were riders for all 3 routes. The hosts
were joined by Carlos & Brenda Nieves and Craig (the single rider) for the 100-mile route.
Linda & I opted for the 77-mile route and we were joined by the Bryants, Mashburns, &
Holverson-Roberts.
It was great to see Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy out on their tandem. We had not seen Bruce
& Carol since the DATES New Year’s Day Ride. We met at 8:00 AM for an 8:30 AM start.
Once Mike & Sue went over route logistics, we took a moment for a group photo.

This ride report focuses on the 77-mile route. All routes stayed together for the first 20
miles. Early on, we cycled through Sunnyvale, Mesquite, & Kleberg going in a southeasterly
direction. The longest stretch of the first 20 miles was on Belt Line Road. During this
segment of the ride, Linda and I got a chance to chat with Craig. Craig was on a very nice
Serotta.
It was at our first rest stop in Wilmer that the 100-milers split off from the 51 and 77-milers.
It was also at this point that we had the northerly wind at our backs. Needless to say,
everyone enjoyed this segment of the ride. It wasn’t long and we were in Ferris. We took a
left onto FM 660 and made our way east under I-45. FM 660 goes east for a very short
segment before switching direction to the south. I really enjoyed this segment. FM 660
offers up a nice shoulder, smooth surface, and light traffic.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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The Bluebonnet festival was going on in Ferris and the Bluebonnet Trail is a big part of that
festival. It just so happened that the Bluebonnet Trail is also a part of the 77-mile route. At
the 32.3 mile mark, we made a right onto Sugar Ridge Road. This is a two lane road that
winds through farm land. It reminded me of California with the rolling terrain and scenic
vistas. Sugar Ridge Road is the main segment of the Bluebonnet Trail. At about the 34-mile
mark, we came upon a vista that included bluebonnet covered hills. This became an
unofficial rest stop for all of us. Photos courtesy of Nanette Bryant!

The view was incredible and the bluebonnets were in full bloom. Almost as good as hill
country. We spent about 30 minutes taking in the sights. At the same time, Laura Roberts
visited with a couple of horses. They were very friendly. After the Kodak moment, we
resumed our way along Sugar Ridge Road. The Sugar Ridge Road segment was almost 3
miles long. The traffic wasn’t too bad along the stretch.
At the 35.1 mile mark, we made a right onto FM 813 and headed west back to I-45. Back at
the first rest stop, Laura was looking over the route and noticed that we were going to riding
back north along the I-45 service road. In the newsletter write up for this ride, Mike had
noted that TxDOT had decided to repave the service road with “some pretty rough chip’n
seal last year”. Laura suggested that, instead of traveling along the I-45 service road, we
could ride into Palmer and catch Palmyra Road which would take us north, parallel to I-45.
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As we were making our way along FM 813, Laura reminded us that we would be continuing
over I-45 into Palmer where we would catch Palmyra. The ride along Palmyra was very nice,
very little traffic and a good road. After about 5.5 miles on Palmyra, we came to a “T”
intersection. We made a right onto CR 983. We were on CR 983 for about 2 miles where we
were back in Ferris. We decided that Ferris would be our second rest stop.
While at this rest stop, I happened to glance towards the direction we were heading and
noticed a group of single riders. There was probably about 8-10 riders going in the same
direction as we would be going. At the time, I didn’t think much of it. After about 15
minutes, we were back on our tandems and continuing our way back to Sunnyvale. We were
back on route with the cue sheet. Laura told us that our alternate route would probably add
about 2-3 miles to the route. Looking at my computer and the cue sheet, I noticed that we
were about 7-8 miles ahead of where we were at on the cue sheet. LOL!
It was on this segment that Pete picked up the pace. Remember that group of single riders I
told you about? Well, I think it was Pete’s goal to catch those single riders and drop them.
LOL! It wasn’t long and there was a gap starting to build between the Mashburns &
Holverson-Roberts and the Bryants & us. I saw the Mashburns & Holverson-Roberts catch
the group of singles. The gap kept growing. Eventually, the Bryants and then Linda & I
caught up with the single riders. According to the cue sheet, we were supposed to make a
right-hand turn onto Malloy-Bridge Road at the 49.1 mile mark. According to my computer,
we were at 57 miles. The Malloy-Bridge Road segment took us east for 9.4 miles.
This seemed like a much longer stretch. LOL! We also lost sight of the Mashburns &
Holverson-Roberts. The Malloy Bridge Road took us east to Seagoville. Ronnie & Nanette
and Linda & I decided to take an impromptu break in Seagoville. It hit the spot after the
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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long segment on Malloy Bridge Road. During this break, Ronnie decided to see if his Garmin
GPS could come up with another route back to the Sunnyvale Town Park. We still had about
14 miles back to the park from Seagoville.
We got back on out tandems and made our way down Kaufman Street. As we were
approaching the Kaufman Street – US 175 service road, we all heard what sounded like a
gun shot. Come to find out, it was the front tire on Ronnie & Nanette’s tandem. The
blowout of the tube was so strong that it blew a portion of the tire off the rim; the tube had
about a 4” rip. After a quick change of the tube, we were back on the road.
Believe it or not, the last 14 miles went by pretty fast. We did take one more break at the
official 3rd rest stop along Stark Road in Seagoville. It was at this rest stop that we saw the
100-milers. A lot of short segments taking us from Seagoville through Mesquite and back to
the Sunnyvale Town Park. It wasn’t long and we were back at the Sunnyvale Town Park.
Our ride ended up being just less than 87 miles. When we made our turn onto East Fork
Road, we got a call from Pete Holverson. He wanted to make sure we were alright.
The Mashburns & Holverson-Roberts teams finished with 83 miles. When we arrived at the
park, the 100 milers had arrived a few minutes earlier. After getting things put away and
changing clothes, we all had a late lunch/early dinner at Chili’s in Mesquite.

We had a very nice time at Chili’s. Many thanks to Sue & Mike for a great ride. As a side
note, Linda and I were so impressed with the bluebonnets along Sugar Ridge Road that we
took Linda’s parents back the following Sunday. For anyone interested in seeing the pictures
from our return visit, please visit the following website.
http://bluebonnetttrail.shutterfly.com/
Visit the website below to see the entire collection of photos that Nanette Bryant took during
our stop along Sugar Ridge Road.
http://datesbluebonnet100ride.shutterfly.com/
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BAYOUS, BIKES AND BLUFFETT RIDE
Sat. April 16 and Sunday April 17th
Ride Leaders Brent and Becky Burt
Ride Report by Chuck Carlson
Natchitoches (pronounced NACK-uh-tish) is a
really fun weekend spot. We hit it big with
the annual Jazz/R&B Festival happening
Friday and Saturday and two days of
smooth, dry, flat, though windy riding.
Brent and Becky Burt planned our Bayous,
Bikes & Bluffett Weekend and everything
was excellent. Thank you Brent and Becky!
When we arrived in downtown Natchitoches
Friday evening, several bands were
performing along the river. And as we
discovered, the music we heard Friday was
just the warm-up for the headliners to follow
Saturday night. Laissez les bon temps rouler!

Brent Burt, and us. We hadn’t
known that the Bowers would
be there, so it was a great
surprise. We soon headed out
to the east and south of town
along the Cane River, or what
used to be the Cane River.

Saturday morning we all met on Front Street
in downtown Natchitoches. We had five
teams – Linda and Reggie Bowers, Marsha
and Paul Heikkinen, Karen and Barry Zajac
(DATES members formerly of Dallas now
living in Baton Rouge) ride leaders Becky and

Most of you have been to
Jefferson and know about the
Great Red River Raft that
affected Jefferson’s river traffic.
It was a big snarl of natural
debris that dammed up the Red
River for a hundred miles
upstream from Shreveport until
it was removed in 1874. Well,
that same Great Raft caused
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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the Cane River to become the Cane
River Lake – 35 miles long, 100
yards wide. We rode along the
Cane River Lake both days. It is a
beautiful area, rich with trees,
shrubs, fields of crimson clover and
flowers, especially honeysuckle,
which was blooming all along the
“river,” prompting Reggie to
exclaim as we rode along, “This is
the best smelling ride I’ve ever
been on!”
Along with the fragrant roadways,
we discovered some of the oldest
and biggest Live Oak trees we had
ever seen. The Melrose Plantation has one that is 250 years old and another 325 years old.
The older one has a canopy that stretches out 45 yards in diameter. But those trees are just
one of the stories at Melrose, for the plantation played instrumental roles in the development
of the Creole culture, the Metoyer family (Franco-African), and several Louisiana artists and
writers. The historical sights we visited were fascinating and we could have easily spent more
time touring.
After Saturday’s ride, we had a late lunch at the Pioneer Pub. (Sadly, this meant we missed
Bluffett, the Jimmy Buffett tribute band, which was a major sacrifice by our “Parrot Head”
hosts.) That night, a few of us had dinner at The Landing, which included a front seat for the
evening’s fireworks display over the water. You could see them easily from the restaurant’s
front window and you could hear it all no matter where you were! After dinner, we watched
Big Sam’s Funky Nation
on the Main Stage – a
fun show that rocked the
riverfront until they quit
at around 11:00.
If we’ve piqued your
interest, mission
accomplished. We hope
you’ll join us on a future
ride weekend in
Natchitoches. It’s a trip
that will surely be
repeated. The Burts
planned a winner. Parrot
Heads unite! Fins up!
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Rick to Rick

June 3

7:00 am

405 S. Village
Dr., McKinney

Rick Dixon
& Rick
Watson

radixon@tx.rr.com

Approx.
100 mi.

See newsletter

Red River
Roadkill Rally

June 4

8:00 am

Santa Fe Depot
on East Main,
Ardmore, Okla.

--

--

20, 40, 60
mi.

www.ardmoremainstreet.com

DATES Easy
Rider

June 5

TBD

I35E Exit 51,
Oklahoma

Rick & Kay
Watson

--

Approx. 50
mi.

See DATES website

8:30 am

Shopping center
on Beltline, just
East of Highway
67 in Cedar Hill

Alan &
Renee
Kailer

41 -64 mi.

See newsletter

Mexican Food
Ride

June 19

214-914-2335
akailer@aol.com

See more rides on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 75202-2785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.613.2507 (h)

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

c/o Alan & Renee Kailer

kris365@sbcglobal.net

1445 Ross Avenue

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

Suite 3700,
Dallas, TX 75202-2785

______________________________
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972-985-7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Tom & Brenda Shaddox

972-517-4534 (h)

res1rrzj@verizon.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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