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Ben Wheeler Ride

Ride Leaders: Nanette & Ronnie Bryant
Contact:
817 925-6632 ronnierbryant@me.com
Date:
Saturday March 19th
Time:
Meet at 9:30 am; ride at 10:00 am
Routes:
30, 40 and 60 miles
Meet in Ben Wheeler at the intersection of FM 279 and FM 858. Take I20 east to exit 523 TX
Hwy 64. Continue 4.5 miles to Ben Wheeler. Look for our Silver Mazda Van.
These very nice country road routes will visit Brownsboro, and Edom. The long route will
also visit New York and Moore Station.
We will eat after the ride at Moore's Store. Visit www.benwheelertx.com for more
information about Ben Wheeler.
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Notice:
April 2011 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: March 24, 2011
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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DATES Bluebonnet 100
When:
Where:
Ride Leaders:
Distances:

Apr 16, 2011, , meet at 8:00 a.m., rollout at 8:30 a.m.
Sunnyvale Town Park (356 E Tripp Rd, 75182) Sunnyvale, TX,
Mike & Sue Baker
51 miles, 77 miles, & 100 miles

If rain is expected or a strong north wind > 15 mph, then we will postpone til Sunday, April
17. These routes do not welcome a strong north wind due to the return routes.
Route Descriptions
51 Miler: This route will take you out thru Mesquite, Seagoville, then on out to Wilmer via
Beltline Rd and then back via Malloy Bridge Rd. If you did the Mesquite Rodeo Rally last year
then you will be familiar with some of this route. (sorry but I cannot guarantee that a
Bluebonnet display will be visible on the longer routes).
77 Miler: This route follows the 51 miler, but from Wilmer, will continue on to Ferris, then out
to the infamous “Sugar Ridge Rd” via FM 660. This is where the Bluebonnets should be in full
bloom. The route back to Ferris is along the lightly traveled I-45 service road. (unfortunately,
TxDot decided to repave with some pretty rough chip’n seal last year, but our tandems, with
their longer wheel base and 25mm to 28mm tires, handle this pretty well). Then back to the
Park along a similar route as the 51 miler. If you have done the Lancaster Rally (April 9 this
year), then you will be familiar with some of this route).
100 Miler: This route follows the 77 miler, but after Sugar Ridge Rd, it continues on to Ennis,
then back to Ferris via Palmer and Rockett. It then returns to the Park along a similar route
as the two shorter routes. If you have done the Lancaster Rally (April 9 this year), then you
will be familiar with some of this route).
There are restrooms at the start. Suggested rest stops will be listed on cue sheets.
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=356+Tripp+Road,+S
unnyvale,+TX&aq=1&sll=32.793449,96.563496&sspn=0.008947,0.019033&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=356+E+Tripp+Rd,+Sunnyvale,
+Dallas,+Texas+75182&t=h&z=16
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BAYOUS, BIKES AND BLUFFETT RIDE
Date:
Times:
Leaders:
Start:
Distances:

Sat. April 16 and Sunday April 17th
Sat- 8:30 am Sun-10:00 am
Brent and Becky Burt 318-393-7361(Brent) 318-272-3473 (Becky)
On Front Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana
Saturday 51.4 Miles (out and back to The Bayou Folk Museum and the Kate
Chopin House with a tour) Lunch back in Natchitoches at the Pioneer Pub 812
Washington St.
Sunday 33.8 Miles (out and back to Melrose plantation with a tour of the
plantation)
Accommodations: Bed and Breakfast Inns throughout town and several hotels available.
Visit natchitoches.net

Please RSVP to brent@showcasekitchenbath.com for restaurant and house tour
planning.

Y'all come on over here to lovely Louisiana for a fun-packed weekend this spring.
Natchitoches (pronounced Nakatush) is the oldest town in the whole Louisiana Purchase (est.
1714). This charming town is full of history*, good food and great shopping. The weekend
includes two great out and back rides within the Cane River National Historic Area with two
tours of historic homes. Saturday after the ride will be lunch at the Pioneer Pub (think
poboys, gumbo, crawfish). Then either explore this interesting town or just step across the
street to the Natchitoches Jazzfest. The Friday and Saturday Festival lineup includes
Louisiana's own LeRoux (remember New Orleans Ladies?) Big Sam's Funky Nation, a New
Orleans band guaranteed to get your groove on and for all you Parrot heads its Bluffet. Not
Buffet but a fantastic Buffet tribute band.
So get your "fins up," your bikes tuned, come hungry and get yo self on over here for a good
time on the bayou.
*See http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/caneriver/index.htm for more.
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2011 Southwest Tandem Rally
The Best Little Tandem Rally in Texas
April 29, 30 and May 1, 2011 in La Grange, Texas
Texas is a big state, with long distances between major cities and their airports. When you
find a place central to Houston, San Antonio, Austin, Waco, Ft. Worth and Dallas, and it has
charm, low trafficked roads with good surfaces and beautiful scenery, you have a location
perfect for a tandem rally. And though the name Paris conjures up ooh-la-la, and the last
SWTR was full of fun and frivolity in Paris (Texas), how about someplace with a naughty
reputation this year? Someplace known for something salacious...like the Chicken Ranch?
Come join the Houston Area
Tandem Society in a weekend of
Ooh La La in the Texas town
known for excitement - La
Grange!!!
The Houston Area Tandem
Society (HATS) is proud to invite
you to La Grange, Texas, for a
weekend of wholesome cycling
through lovely rolling hills packed
with historic "painted churches",
bluebonnets and Texas's most
beautiful scenery. Central to all
of Texas's major cities, La
Grange is just a little over an
hour from Houston, Austin and
San Antonio, and just a couple of
hours from the intercontinental
airport of Dallas/Fort Worth.
Leave winter behind and come
enjoy Spring in the wildflower
capital of Texas...La Grange.
And bring your swimsuit if you
are from above the Mason Dixon
- the pool will be open.
The 2011 Southwest Tandem
Rally will be hosted in La
Grange, Texas, by the Houston
Area Tandem Society (HATS) on
the weekend of April 29th, 2011.
Y'all come join us!
See web page for information and registration:
http://www.tandem-hats.org/swtr2011/index.html
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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Valentine's Ride 2011
We rode. We ate. We loved it.
Heikkinens, Carlsons and the Gibbses followed short route leaders – the Thompsons – out of
the Marriott Solana parking lot at approximately 9:37 a.m. And the Bryants and Wheelers
went long, which means they rode with us for a few hundred yards and then took off to ride
farther and faster than we did so they could be back for brunch at about the same time as us
slower folks. They were only a few minutes late!
But before we get to the subject of brunch, we have to discuss the hills. There were a few.
Some a bit steep. Fortunately, all were relatively short. (No Italian style 11% climbs running
several kilometers.) Was there grumbling? Well, some, but it didn’t last long. I think that
the thought of the awaiting brunch flattened the steeper parts, and miracle upon miracle,
every up was followed by a down.
Befitting a Valentine ride, nobody suffered a flat, or a mechanical, or even one drop of rain,
and the finish featured a tailwind. Kudos to Ronnie and Nanette for great weather planning!
Now, for the brunch. It was quite lovely, in part because we got there very near closing and
almost had the place to ourselves. The cook-to-order omelet chef did a fantastic job creating
each omelet precisely to our wishes. And then there were the eggs benedict, which my
stoker said were the best she has had in a long time. She was especially pleased that they
were not dripping in mayo-rich sauce.
One team skipped the brunch because they had to rush off for massages they had scheduled
right after the ride. Not a bad plan! But, as usual, no one complained about eating. There
were Happy Valentines all around.
Kris and Chuck Carlson
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DATES SECOND WINE TASTING: FEBRUARY 26
Report by John McManus
Note: This report is by a wino, not a sommelier.
The last time we were at the town square in McKinney must have been 5 years ago for a
DATES ride. It was probably led by Rick and Ann Dixon or Warren and Audre Casteel. Like
most squares in Texas towns these days, it was pretty dead. So we were more than
surprised to see the town square now looks like Dallas’ West Village. The whole place was
alive. Restaurants, bars, galleries, people walking around. WOW, this place was rocking and
it was only 4:00 in the afternoon.
Landon Winery has
won many awards,
including being
named “Best Winery
in Texas” by WFAA Alist competition.
Owner and
winemaker Bob
Landon led our
DATES wine-tasting
event. We
experienced both
white and red wines,
alone and in
conjunction with other
tastes, such as sour. Most of us learned a lot from this and were surprised to see how the
taste of the wine is influenced by what we’ve eaten. And this helped explain why some
wines and certain foods might be good if paired together. Bob’s explanations were clear and
to the point; not filled with words from the wine-snob-world. I heard one person state that
she’d been to many wine-tastings and this was the best one ever. I have to agree.
Our scheduled 6- wine tasting grew as Bob became enthusiastic – passionate is a better
word – about his subject. I lost count but think I tasted at least 10 wines, including some
still in the barrel. And at the end, we bought several bottles. In fact, last night we had the
Landon Unoaked Chardonnay with Brenda’s shrimp and arugula risotto, an excellent
combination.
Another unique feature of Landon Winery is that many of the employees are cyclists. In fact
they have their own jersey and it is for sale at the store. Although we were at the McKinney
facility, they also have one in Greenville which includes a restaurant. Dates Wine-Tasting
Coordinators Chuck and Janet Kirklen are talking about a DATES ride with dinner and wine
tasting at this facility. Let’s hope they follow through and plan it.
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DATES Rides and Activities
DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

March 19

Meet at
9:30 am;
ride at
10:00 am

Ben Wheeler at the
intersection of FM
279 and FM 858

Nanette &
Ronnie
Bryant

817 925-6632
ronnierbryant@me.com

30, 40 & 60
miles

See Newsletter for Details

DATES
Bluebonnet 100

April 16

Meet at
8:00 am;
Ride at
8:30 am

Sunnyvale Town
Park (356 E Tripp
Rd, 75182)
Sunnyvale, TX,

Mike & Sue
Baker

--

51, 77 &
100 miles

See Newsletter for Details

Bayous, Bikes and
Bluffett

April 16 - 17

-

Natchitoches,
Louisiana

Brent &
Becky Burt

318-393-7361(Brent)
318-272-3473 (Becky)

-

See Newsletter for Details

Easter Hill Country

April 22 - 24

-

Kerrville

-

www.ehct.com

-

See website for details

La Grange, Texas

Houston
Area
Tandem
Society

-

See website for details

RIDE

Ben Wheeler Ride

Southwest
Tandem Rally

April 9 - May 1

-

http://www.tandemhats.org/swtr2011/index.html

See more rides on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 75202-2785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES is affiliated with or a member of the Tandem Club of America, the League of American Bicyclists, BikeTexas and BikeDFW.
_____________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.613.2507 (h)

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972-985-7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Tom & Brenda Shaddox

972-517-4534 (h)

res1rrzj@verizon.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

_____________________________
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

kris365@sbcglobal.net

www.doubledates.com
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