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DATES SOCIAL: WINE TASTING
Chateaux Wine Market and Bodega Bar
(4514 Travis St Ste 101, Dallas)
6:00 to 9:00 pm Sunday, August 8
Something different - no riding, no meeting, no dinner – we’ll just socialize and taste wine
under the guidance of our own Wine Steward, Pete Holverson. If you would like to attend,
YOU MUST send email to john.mcmanus@yahoo.com with Subject: DATES WINE TASTING
and contents with your name and phone number (e.g. “John and Mary Smith, 214-1234567”). Sending the email does not commit you, but it does get you a reservation if you
decide to attend. So far 12 couples have expressed interest. After June 13, only those who
have expressed interest via email will receive information about the event.

DALLAS BIKE PLAN 2011
Participate in the Dallas Bike Plan via www.dallasbikeplan.org Through this web site you can
sign up for plan updates, give your feedback via an interactive map and complete a survey.
The more input the project gets from serious cyclists like us, the better the final plan.
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Ride & Pool Party

Swimming pool, hotdogs, apple pie, and tandems.
July 4, Meet at 8:00 am; Ride at 8:30 am

Hosted by Roane and Juanita Logan
3403 Summer Place Court
Farmers Branch, TX 75234
Get your red, white & blue on for a casual ride through Dallas on the 4th of July. The ride
passes through Preston Hollow and Highland Park for a 30 mile loop.
Cool off in the pool afterward and join us for hot dogs and fixin's. As for beverages, we will
provide soft drinks and water; please feel free to bring your own personal swill of choice. If
you have a favorite summer dish, please feel free to bring it. Just call to let us know what
you are bringing.
Directions: From I-635, exit Webb Chapel. North on Webb Chapel to Oakbrook. Right on
Oakbrook. Right on Gatwick. Follow Gatwick around as it curves to the left. Left on
Summer Place, which is a cul-de-sac. Please RSVP to juanitalogan@yahoo.com or 214-6865577 so we will have enough lunch.
We'd love to see you.

Lancaster Ride
Sunday, July 18
Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy
Date: Sunday, July 18
Time: Ride at 8:00 am
Location:
Lancaster Town Square, Highway 342 & Main Street in Lancaster, TX
Join Team HudsonCroy for the ever popular Lancaster Ride. Meet at Lancaster Town Square,
located at Highway 342 and Main Street in Lancaster, TX. We’ll ride promptly at 8:00 am.
We haven’t scouted the route yet, but we’ll be shooting for a short (about 30 miles), medium
(about 45 miles) and long (about 60 miles) route borrowing from prior Lancaster cue sheets
and GDB’s Lancaster Country Ride. These should be nice routes with relatively low traffic
and varied scenery. There are no restroom facilities at the start so take care of that
requirement before you get there.
We’ll also plan to eat lunch at Benevides after the ride if you are interested. Call Bruce or
Carol at 214-320-8708 (cell: 214-674-2610) for additional information.
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DATES Disclaimer Weekend – Copperas Cove
Labor Day Weekend
Saturday, Sept 4 – Monday, Sept 6, 2010
Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy

Date:
Saturday, Sept 4, 2010
Time:
8:00 am
Location: Copperas Cove City Park on FM1113 in Copperas Cove, TX
Join Bruce & Carol for Labor Day weekend in Copperas Cove, TX. We spent Memorial Day
weekend there and decided to try again (see article in this newsletter). We plan to drive
down on Friday night, ride on Saturday, Sunday and Monday morning and return on Monday
afternoon. We got our route maps from the Chamber of Commerce website and have
requested additional info from them. However, we have only ridden one of the routes, which
we really enjoyed, but we can’t vouch for the others. If anyone has recommended routes for
the Copperas Cove area or any other recommendations about lodging or restaurants or
anything else in Copperas Cove, please let us know.
We plan to stay at the Days Inn (254-547-1599; www.daysinn.com). I called them and they
said the facility was 2 years old so it ought to be ok. However, we haven’t checked it out.
There is also a Best Western or a Comfort Inn if you prefer.
We’ll come up with a restaurant suggestion for Saturday and Sunday dinner and make a
reservation for however many care to join us. We can discuss that during the ride.
The ride on Saturday morning will start at Copperas Cove City Park at 8:00 am. There were
no gas stations, convenience stores or any other kind of facilities on the one route that we
did ride, so come prepared with plenty of water and snacks.
If this sounds like the kind of adventure you’d like to enjoy over Labor Day Weekend, make
your hotel reservation and let us know that you plan to participate. We’d love to have you
join us. Contact us at 214-320-8708 or hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net for additional information.
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TROLS Ride
Jefferson, Texas
September 17 - 19
Hello, Fellow Furry Footed Friends! We are ready for the TROLS ride for 2010.
The following is the announcement that we are now officially taking registrations for the
TROLS Big Adventure of 2010.
Please pass the word on to your tandem club members and anyone else wishing to be a part
of our tandem weekend in Jefferson, TX, and we hope that you will join us for another
tandem weekend in Jefferson this September 17-19.
Visit our website at http://www.trols.org for more details. A registration form is included on
the next page to make registering easy for you.
Due to accommodation limitations, registration must be limited to 55 teams, so register early
to assure a spot.
Remember that the ride will also benefit the Percy R. Johnson Burn Foundation.
Hope you can make it!
Kelly & Jimmy Duval
214-493-9151

DATES Century Ride
Tom Shaddox
The century ride returns to the DATES ride calendar for 2010! The ride is set for Sunday,
November 7th, beginning in Van Alstyne, Texas, and will cover the beautiful back roads of
that undiscovered cycle touring gem, Grayson County.
The goal for the club is to have record participation. There will be distance choices of
course, but we want every team to feel a real sense of accomplishment. To that end, let's
air up the tires, oil the chains and get every club team out this May and ride enough to cover
25 miles in a single sitting comfortably. We'll be offering monthly goals and tips between
now and November, and you might just surprise yourselves and have a lot of fun doing this.
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TROLS 2010 Registration Form
NOTE: Registration must be limited to 55 tandem teams. Registration deadline is August 20, 2010.
Confirmations will be by email (unless snail mail is requested) within a few days of receiving form.
Cancellations will be accepted with full refund until August 20, 2010 after which no full refunds can be
guaranteed. PLEASE PRINT

Captain: _____________________________ Stoker: ______________________________
Mailing address: ___________________________ City, State, Zip: ____________________
E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________
Primary phone: (please circle: Home, Work, Cell) ______________________
Secondary phone: (please circle: Home, Work, Cell) ____________________
Emergency contact: ____________________________ Phone: ______________________
Check here if you need a special diet (i.e. veggie, GF, etc): Captain______ Stoker ______
Cost per team: ........................................................................................................ = $95
Two Saturday box lunches are included, and additional lunches are $10.00 each.
Additional Saturday box lunches......................................... $10 each times # ___ = _______
Total enclosed: ........................................................................................................ $_______
Release and Waiver of Liability
In consideration for the opportunity to participate in the TROLS Big Adventure '10 ("ride"), by signing
below I hereby waive, release, and discharge any and all claims for death, personal injury, or property
damage which I may have, or which may in the future accrue to me as a result of my participation in the
ride. This release is intended to discharge in advance the host club, its officers, members, volunteers,
and other participants of the ride from and against any and all liability arising out of or connected in any
way with my participation in said event, even though that liability may arise out of negligence or
carelessness on the part of the persons or entities mentioned above. I further understand that serious
accidents occasionally occur during bicycle riding and that participants in bicycle rides occasionally
sustain mortal or serious injuries, and/or property damage, as a consequence thereof. Knowing the
risks of bicycle riding, nevertheless, I hereby agree to assume those risks and to release and hold
harmless all of the persons or entities mentioned above, who (through negligence or carelessness)
might otherwise be liable to me (or my heirs or assigns) for damages. It is further understood and
agreed that this waiver, release is to be binding on my heirs and assigns. I will wear an ansi/snellapproved helmet while on the bike.

EACH RIDER MUST SIGN
Captain's signature: __________________________________ Date: _______________
Stoker's Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

Make checks payable to TROLS and mail to:
Kelly Duval, 1806 Lake Travis Dr., Allen, TX 75002
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Uptown TOTS (Tour Of The Stars)
Sunday, October 17, 2010
TIME: TBD
LEADERS: Lee & Beckie Wilson
CONTACT: TheWilsons@purelyonline.com or 972-977-9686
START: Behind Chili’s at the NE corner of Travis and Knox – in the Uptown area near Travis
Walk (mapsco 35Q)
DISTANCE: 31.70 miles
ROUTE: TOTS Route - Uptown Edition
http://www.mapmyride.com/ride/united-states/tx/dallas/655124511185052498
LUNCH: After the ride at... TBD
DESCRIPTION: An interesting look at North Dallas – not just another urban ride. We’ll ride
past the homes of celebrities and local personalities as we crisscross an area with the highest
concentration of disposable income in the nation. Why drive to the country to ride when
Dallas has all this to offer? You’ll pedal through well known neighborhoods and at other times
not even believe you’re still in the city. Who says Dallas is flat?
POINTS OF INTEREST:
Carl & Peggy Sewell, car dealerships - 4726 Drexel ($2.3 Million);
Jerry Jones, owner Cowboys - 4400 Preston ($14.2 Million);
Karen Katz, CEO Neiman Marcus - 4369 San Carlos ($712k);
Hexagon house by Frank Lloyd Wright - 9400 Rockbrook ($6.2 Million);
Former home of Raymond Nasher, sculpture gardens - 4701 Miron Drive ($4.9 Million);
Robert Schlegel, owner Pavestone - 4404 Valley Ridge ($10 Million);
Tom Hicks, owner Rangers - 5555 Walnut Hill ($35 Million);
Former home of Norman Brinker - 10235 Strait Lane ($4.2 Million);
Ross H. Perot - 10444 Strait Lane ($16 Million);
Charley Pride, legendary country music artist - 5476 Northhaven ($2 Million);
George & Laura Bush - 10151 Daria Place;
Future home of George W. Bush Presidential Library;
Kalita Humphreys Theater - designed by Frank Lloyd Wright;
Former home of Stevie Ray Vaughan, legendary Blues guitarist - 4344 Travis
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DATES MEMBER MEETING – JUNE 13
We had a well attended (over 30) and energetic meeting in June. Did anyone notice that as
the meeting continued, the energy increased in proportion to the number of empty wine
bottles? Significant actions and or decisions include:
•

We will pass on to the SWTR 2011 the same seed money as we received from SWTR
2009.

•

Agreement of incorporating the club as a non-profit corporation.

•

The club graciously accepted Linda Vinson’s offer to lead SWTR 2013.

•

Took the first step in amending the by-laws (Section 5.3) to remove the restriction
that a current officer cannot serve on the nominating committee. Final approval will
be requested at the next member meeting.

•

DATES will become club members of Bike Texas (Texas Bicycle Coalition) and Bike
DFW.

•

Approved the Wine Tasting social at Chateaux Wine Market and Bodega Bar (4514
Travis St Ste 101, Dallas) from 6:00 to 9:00 on Sunday, August 8. We will have the
whole facility. The club is contributing $75 and each attending member will pay $10
(e.g. $20 per team). This wine bar has received great reviews; one critic acclaimed
“One of Dallas' most comprehensive fine wine collection with over 1,500 labels to
choose from.”

•

The next member meeting will be October 24 at Linda & Kevin Vinson’s.

Notice:
July 2010 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: July 24, 2010
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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Stoker Appreciation 2010
Report by Juanita Logan
This was one of the most beautiful Stoker Appreciation
Rides. The wildflowers lined the roads for almost the
entire route, and the scenery was fine-looking Texas hill
country. Tom and Brenda obviously spent some time
and effort planning this ride because they managed to
find good quality, smooth roads with little traffic for
much of the route.
After receiving instructions from ride hosts Tom and
Brenda Shaddox, 14 couples started the ride Saturday
morning from Cleburne, in prime cycling conditions - not
much wind and plenty of sun. Tom and Brenda hosted a
road-side rest stop at about the 20 mile mark. Even the
rest stop was idyllic – at a small country church, which
just happened to be celebrating their 75th anniversary
that Sunday.
We took off again
and found a nice,
long downhill, which was promptly followed by a really
steep, short uphill. Our bike computer registered 14%
on the uphill. Funny, how we never think to look at
the angle of descent.
We missed one turn, and ended up reaching the lunch
stop later in the day than planned. By then, the day
had turned pretty hot, and I had a tough time
adapting. Thanks to
Harry and Janette for
waiting on us.
The lunch stop was at
Fossil Rim Wildlife
overlook. We always
ride to eat, but this
time we had to climb
to eat. Fossil Rim is a really cool place for a lunch stop –
you can eat while gazing out over a valley where giraffes
(Renee Kailer’s favorite) and other wild animals wander free.
We ate our fill and took off again, cooled off and ready for
the last leg of the journey to Glen Rose. At this point, the
ride split into short and long routes. We took the short
route, which was mostly downhill into Glen Rose. I heard
the long route had some challenging hills, which our more
hammerheaded (is that a word?) members conquered.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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The hotel was a welcome site, even if it did
have a 12% gradient uphill entrance. I don’t
think we finished first, but like Roane always
says, it’s not a race. Oh, wait - maybe it’s me
that says that.
Dinner at the Riverhouse Grill was delightful.
The restaurant is located in a renovated 100
year old house. The service and food was
excellent, and we highly recommend it for a
fine dining experience in Glen Rose.
Finally, the highlight of the weekend had
arrived. Poetry reading time. Ah - the romance. Bicycle captains AND poets, what diverse
talents our guys possess. They proved that real men are not afraid of poetry! With wine in
hand, each captain took a turn, stood proud, and fearlessly read his poem to his stoker. And
one by one, we stokers were swept off our feet. And finally, off to bed with romance in our
heads!
Sunday morning arrived sunny, and already
warm at 7am . Having experienced the heat
on Saturday, we were all ready to get an
early start. Once again the route was
outstanding – small roads with little to no
traffic. A portion of the 45 mile route
meandered along a river, which made it an
enjoyable interlude. The final 20 mile leg
made up for it though; it was a long, steady
uphill climb into Cleburne. All in all, a great
ride.
Stoker Appreciation has become a special occasion for many of us. Roane and I celebrated
the 10th anniversary of our engagement – he proposed to me in his poem on this ride in
2000. And a Happy Anniversary to Rick and Ann Dixon, who celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. Rick presented Ann with a beautiful anniversary ring. Congratulations to you
both.
Thanks to the Richardson Bike Mart for
providing a SAG van which doubled as the
luggage carrier.
One final thought – the ride notice in the May
Datesline specifically stated “Saturday’s alldownhill ride…” and then later, “Sunday’s alldownhill return…” Such an obvious and
shameless attempt at coercion. And Tom,
you should know better - it’s not nice to lie to
the Stokers on the Stoker Appreciation Ride.
Perhaps you can make it up to us next year.
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Rick to Rick Ride - ARDMORE June 4, 2010
Report by Rick Dixon
I began this ride as a lone rider preferring to ride his bike to RBTC club events held at Lake
Murray Lodge. A few years later, I had the company of another rider who shall remain
nameless. He is now a convicted murderer serving a life sentence. Things went downhill
from there as Herb and John joined in the rides to Road Kill Rallies. Thanks to the Watson’s;
this ride has become a 3-day event that should not be missed. When else can a Captain ride
his single for a hundred miles and his tandem for a hundred miles in three days? This ride
was by far the best because of the company of eight hardened riders from the Texas side
and five from the Oklahoma side, plus four very special stokers. This ride started on a
coolish morning in McKinney and ended under the shade of giant pecan trees on the
Watson’s estate. The ride in between was completed by all those who started, without
incident, at a pace not for the faint at heart. Perhaps it was captains trying to impress
stokers, husbands trying to impress wives, fathers trying to impress daughters, or maybe it
was just the watermelon. This is the posse that I would go into battle with anytime:

JOHN MCMANUS (CAPTAIN ENERGIZER) – Looks like he is done at mile 10 and is there at
mile 100. Never stops regardless of pace or conditions, so it is no surprise that he has
logged those 50,000 tandem miles. I hope that I grow up to be just like him.
HERB BLOOMER (CAPTAIN SURVIVOR) - Neither age, disease, or a 30 lb steel bike can slow
him down. He is a survivor and has completed this ride several times under much harder
conditions. Herb serves as a great example, not only to his daughter, but to us all.
KERI BLOOMER (PINK FLAMINGO)- Resplendent in pink, she rode toe to toe with all
captains. She was a rose among the thorns. I kept her pink Trek at my house on Thursday
night and it kept me up all night.
KEVIN VINSON (CAPTAINS’ CAPTAIN) – As strong as he is dependable. He has the qualities
of leader and the demeanor of a friend. He will not let you down.
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CHUCK CARLSON (CAPTAIN CRUNCH) – I would want him in the trenches with me. He will
keep you on track, on course, and on time while drawing very little attention to himself.
SCOTT MASHBURN (CAPTAIN TERMINATOR) – Do not let the quiet demeanor, pleasant
smile, and mild disposition fool you. There’s a leg killer lurking in there somewhere.
RICK WATSON (CAPTAIN SMOOTH) – Hardened rider, consummate host, and future
Governor of Oklahoma. He was even smart enough to know all great Oklahoma rides start in
Texas.
DAN HOPF- (CAPTAIN WHITE KNIGHT) – He did not even own a road bike 2 years ago,
much less a tandem. Now look what he has done! He was resplendent in all white until he
was told that white shorts look like painted on “tidy whities”. He was smart enough to
change and strong enough to finish.
RONNIE BRYANT (CAPTAIN ALL) – He can go long, go short, go fast, or go slow. Amiable
and versatile, you will not find a better riding companion or friend.
SCOTT WILSON (THE SCOUT) – Need someone to ride ahead and come back? Need
someone to ride back and then catch up? Need someone to drive the pace? Need someone
to draft into the
wind? Need
someone to escort
the ladies? Need
mechanical advice?
Want to drool over
new bike bling? He
is your man.
LINDA VINSON
(THE COUNTESSCO-CAPTAIN) – She
has the demeanor
of royalty and the
will of a soldier. Her
strength and skill on
a bike qualify her
for a promotion.
She’s cute too.
MINDY MASHBURN (THE DUCHESS-CO-CAPTAIN) – Strength disguised in elegance. Carries
herself like a Porsche but rides like a Mustang. More than worthy of promotion. She’s cute
too.
BRENDA COLE (THE QUEEN-CO-CAPTAIN) – The power to stoke John all over the world, the
strength to ride her single anywhere John or any other captain can go, the tenacity to live
with John everyday, and the ability to maintain her charm through it all. She’s cute too.
ANN DIXON, SANDRA BLOOMER, KRIS CARLSON, CAROL HOPF (ANGELS OF MERCY) – They
have brought stoker appreciation to a whole new level. They are beautiful! Thank you.
RICK DIXON (CAPTAIN LUCKY) – Lucky to still be riding. Lucky to have these friends. Most
of all, lucky to have been married to his stoker for 40 years on 06/06/2010.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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Dates Easy Rider Ride of Southern Oklahoma
Sunday, June 6, 2010
Ride Report by Harry Thompson
This is the third day of a glorious cycling weekend in Ardmore, Oklahoma hosted by Kay and
Rick Watson.
I should really start my report the night before the ride. Tandem teams too numerous to
count (maybe 15) met for dinner at Café Alley in Ardmore. Food, drinks, and camaraderie
were good and in abundance. We all had a hot, hard ride at the Red River Road Kill and
were tired. That didn’t seem to dissuade anyone from visiting the Watson’s beautiful home
on the outskirts of Ardmore for desserts afterwards. Per tradition, Scott gave a tour of his
famous Bike Room. This year Kay added a coconut surprise to her usual chocolate,
strawberry and banana pudding creations. This type of meal makes it hard to get up the
next morning for a bicycle ride.
A whole gaggle of tandems and a few single bikes met on Sunday morning at the Cedarville
Fried Pie Restaurant in the Arbuckle Mountains. Fried pies would have to wait until after the
ride. The plan was to ride to the Chickasaw National Recreation Area, take a spin around the
park and return via a Mexican Restaurant.
Rick had thoughtfully placed most of the climbing at the beginning of the ride. It could not
have been a better route with low traffic and good pavement. We did have a few mechanical
problems with too much torque and two bikes breaking chains. Luckily a well prepared
captain had a
chain tool and
we were back
on the road
with little
interruption
each time.
By the time we
got to the
park, we were
all spread out.
Some had
made the loop
and some had
not. Due to
some delays,
we were a little later than anticipated and were worried about our lunch. My team made the
consensus decision to skip the loop and head for Mexican food.
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Lunch was at our traditional stop, Las Cascadas in Davis. We all drifted in at different times
but shared a long table
down the center of the
restaurant. Despite
being in Oklahoma, the
food was good TexMex.
The last few miles back
to the start were with a
tailwind. This was not
enough for a few brave
souls who could not be
content until they had
climbed up the big hill
to Turner Falls. After
loading up on fried
pies, we said our
goodbyes and headed
back across the Red
River.
This weekend is gaining
momentum every year with good reasons. The area around Ardmore is a great place to ride
with low traffic and country roads. Rick Dixon has created a following for his Rick to Rick
ride (see his write-up elsewhere in this edition) on Friday. And most importantly, Kay and
Rick Watson pull it all together organizing meals, hosting dessert, leading the Sunday Ride
and leaving
nothing to chance.
It will be on my
calendar every
year.
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Mexican Food Ride
June 20, 2010
Ride Report by Harry Thompson

Six brave teams assembled on Sunday morning at the defunct Minyards in Cedar Hill for this
perennial favorite ride hosted by Alan and Renee Kailer. It would be tough to bear the
beating heat, but we all knew that one thing would make it worthwhile; Mexican Food.
Since the Minyards was
no longer open, we all
made the pre-ride
pilgrimage to the
convenience store across
the street. We had to
wind our way through
the smoke filled store,
past all the video poker
games (who gets up on
Sunday morning for this;
but then again, maybe
they were leftovers from
Saturday night) to our
relief station.
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After Renee’s famous oatmeal
cookies, it was easy to talk one
team out of the long route. We
were all off on the short route at
8:30 or so. This route had some
climbing at the beginning and the
temperature heated up quickly. It
included Texas Plume Rd. that as
the name implies is a great
downhill. All the roads were good
and the traffic was light. We
managed to evade the one police
officer that was hidden trying to
catch stop sign offenders.
We had several impromptu rest
stops and at 20 miles Alan had
thoughtfully hidden a cooler with
bottles of water. At least one
captain had stowed a few oatmeal
cookies. We lingered while the
stokers went exploring past the
railroad tracks. The next stop was at McDonalds at 31 miles with french fries and diet cokes.
From there it was 12 miles in
with a tailwind. We didn’t beat
the heat; it was hot!
As our old Mexican Restaurant
had changed hands, we tried a
new place. Azteca was a
charming restaurant that was
built in the shape of the Alamo
and very close to our ride start.
Before our food came we were
served nachos which no one
had ordered. We inquired but I
am not sure we got a good
answer. We decided that it was
because we were special and
this was our new favorite
Mexican Restaurant. Good
friends, atmosphere, free
nachos, and the food was pretty
good.
I am recommending this ride anytime Alan wants to put it on.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

July 2010

Page 18

Adventure in Copperas Cove, TX
By Carol Croy
Back in April, Bruce and I started looking for an inexpensive riding weekend for the long
Memorial Day weekend. We found a super deal at the Super 8 in Copperas Cove and the
decision was made. We’d never been to Copperas Cove before, but we knew DATES has had
several weekend rides there that were very favorably received. So we were excited and
looking forward to it.
The plan was to drive to Copperas Cove on Friday evening, ride Saturday, Sunday and
Monday and return Monday afternoon. We got several route maps ranging from 26 miles to
100k from the Chamber of Commerce website. We were ready.
Then about 45 minutes into the trip to Copperas Cove, we realized we forgot our camelbaks.
The forecast is for mid 90’s or higher all weekend so this is not good. It’s rush hour, going
back to get them would cost us almost two hours and it’s already 6 pm. So we decide to
continue and make do without them. We should have realized that might be a harbinger of
things to come in our weekend.
Saturday morning comes early. The chosen route is 51 miles billed as “Intermediate/
Advanced, very hilly and rural scenic. Wow!” We’re on the road by 8 am and the route is
really looking good. At first it seemed like the road (FM1113) from the starting point (City
Park) was pretty busy. But as soon as we got out of town, all traffic disappeared and it was
lovely – challenging, but lovely.
The first 9 miles or so were on farm-to-market roads that were smooth and wonderful with
very little traffic. And what little there was gave us wide berth and were very polite. Then
we turned onto CR3240 – a tiny little lane – sometimes no more than a car’s width. It was
delightful. No traffic, lovely rural scenery and vistas, unending rolling hills – but also
potholes.
As always, ever vigilant Bruce was doing a great job of avoiding them, but then we crested a
hill and started a short descent and he didn’t see one in the shadows and we hit it dead on
with both wheels. The rear tire immediately flatted and our weekend started going downhill
from there.
So we’re fixing the flat and I’m trying to pump up the bad tube to find the hole and I
discover the thingee that you insert the stem into on the pump is falling apart. I don’t think
we’d used the pump since Minnesota (last fall). Apparently the vibration from being on the
bike caused the piece that held it all together to fall off. We figured out that with enough
hands we could hold it together sufficiently to get air to go into the tube. But we were only
able to get about 60 lbs into it and then couldn’t hold it together any more. So we decided
we better head back to town to buy a new pump rather than proceeding. Lesson learned:
Always inspect your equipment regularly to make sure it is in good working order. (I know.
You all already know that. But some of us have to learn the hard way.)
It was definitely a different ride on our bike than we’re used to. Squishy on the back wheel
and strange to look down and see the wide tire hitting the road. We even stopped once
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because I’d never seen it that fat before and thought it must be flat again. But it was
holding – not as hard as we’d like, but certainly not flat. So hopefully, we can make it back
to the City Park.
There were a couple of really challenging hills on the way out. Not sure what to expect on
the way back. But then Bruce says something is wrong with the front wheel. Apparently our
encounter with the pothole did something to the front wheel – nothing that we could see got it a little out of round or something. All these new experiences! But we didn’t have a lot
of choice but to keep going and try to get back to City Park. And we made it without further
incident.
Now – how do we fix the problem? Out on the route we’d seen exactly one other cyclist
going in the opposite direction. Now as we’re leaving the park, there he is. So we drive
ahead and stop so we can ask him where we can find a bicycle shop. Of course, we have to
drive to Killeen. But we got a new pump. However, they couldn’t even look at our front
wheel, but at least we can ride again tomorrow. Or at least we’re going to try.
The plan for today is to try yesterday’s route again. We made it past the point of problem
and identified one or two potholes that might have been the cause of our distress. The rest
of the route was exactly as promised – lovely rural scenery, unending hills and very little
traffic.
Then Bruce decided to deviate from the official route and take FM116 all the way back in to
town. It might cut a couple of miles off the route and he was hoping it would eliminate the
hills. As luck would have it, it was almost all up with never enough of a downhill that you
could even catch your breath – never steep, but always up. It just about did us both in.
We finally made it into town – none too soon for either of us and stopped at the first
available place for cold water (water bottles just don’t work as well as a camelbak). Just glad
to have made it back to town.
So we make the last turn onto the road to City Park and suddenly Bruce is braking on these
little bitty downhills which I don’t understand at all. “What’s the matter?” I yell. He says
“The front wheel just started wobbling horrendously.” I guess we really did do some damage
when we hit the pothole yesterday. Thank heavens it didn’t start really showing up until we
were about a mile from the finish.
But there’s nothing we can do about this on Sunday or Memorial Day Monday so riding
tomorrow is out. We discussed leaving today, but decided against it. We’ll go out for dinner
tonight (we didn’t find any restaurants to rave about, but certainly adequate) and sleep in
Monday morning – not all that bad a way to end a holiday weekend if riding is not an option.
We were entirely impressed with the potential of the riding in the Copperas Cove area
(although we actually only rode one route, which was great) and we plan to go back on
Labor Day Weekend. If you are interested in joining us, let us know and we’ll plan it for a
DATES weekend.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

Federation for the
Blind Ride

Saturday,

Independence
Day Ride & Pool
Party

Sunday,

Lancaster Ride

DATES Disclaimer
Weekend

July 3

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

3:30 pm

Bath House, White
Rock Lake

Chuck
Carlson

972-679-1200 cell
972-248-8481 hm
mac.carlson@mac.com

-

See newsletter for details

3403 Summer
Place Court,
Farmers Branch

Roane &
Juanita
Logan

juanitalogan@yahoo.com
214-686-5577

30 miles

See newsletter for details

Meet at
8:00am

July 4

Ride at
8:30 am

Sunday,

Ride at
8:00 am

Lancaster Town
Square, Highway
342 & Main Street
in Lancaster

Bruce
Hudson/
Carol Croy

214-320-8708 or
214-674-2610
hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net

30 - 60
miles

See newsletter for details

8:00 am

Copperas Cove City
Park on FM1113 in
Copperas Cove

Bruce
Hudson/
Carol Croy

214-320-8708 or
214-674-2610
hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net

TBD

See newsletter for details

-

Jefferson

Kelly &
Jimmy
Duval

trolsride@gmail.com

-

Visit http://www.trols.org for
more details

6:00 pm

Chateaux Wine
Market and Bodega
Bar

Pete
Holverson

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

-

July 18
Labor Day
Weekend
Sept. 4 - 6

TROLS Ride

Sept. 17 - 19

Dates Social:
Wine Tasting

Sunday,
August 8

See newsletter for details;

4514 Travis, #101

RSVP to email address for
reservations

Uptown TOTS

Sunday, Oct. 17

TBD

Chili’s at the NE
corner of Travis
and Knox

Lee &
Beckie
Wilson

972-977-9686
TheWilsons@purelyonline.com

32 miles

See newsletter, additional details
to come

DATES Century
Ride

Sunday, Nov. 7

TBD

Van Alstyne

Tom
Shaddox

res1rrzj@verizon.net

100 miles

Details to come

See more rides on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 752022785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.460.3275 (h)

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

______________________________

kris365@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972-985-7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Tom & Brenda Shaddox

972-517-4534 (h)

res1rrzj@verizon.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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