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DATES 2010
John McManus & Brenda Cole
We begin our 21st year with a great start: good attendance at the 20th Anniversary Ride, the
Annual Members Meeting and the Lonesome Dove Ride. Maybe Kevin’s weekly email is
working, reminding us to take time out of our busy lives and have fun on our tandems.
We have a lot to look forward to this year. Big events include:
• The DATES-run Southwest Tandem Rally April 23-35,
• Stoker Appreciation Ride – The Farewell Tour, May 22-23.
• Red River Road Kill Rally and DATES Easy Rider Event, June 5-6
• DATES Membership Meeting. June 13. Hosts needed.
• Federation for the Blind Ride, July 3
• Look for a club social (no riding) – maybe a wine-tasting – in August.
• Dates Membership Meeting, October 4. Hosts needed.
The Southwest Tandem Rally Committee (Linda Vinson, Chair, Kevin Vinson, Marc Mumby,
Janette Thompson, Mindy and Scott Mashburn, Ronnie and Nanette Bryant, Kris and Chuck
Carlson, Bruce Hudson and Carol Croy) have done an OUTSTANDING job in planning the
rally. Thanks to everyone on behalf of the club. We’re looking forward to the rally.
How can you help the club?
• Participate in the National Federation for the Blind ride July 3. This is a very important
civic function for our club; the blind participants love it and our members who have
participated in the past found it very satisfying. Contact Chuck Carlson at
c.carlson@sbcglobal.net or call 972-248-8481.
• Volunteer to host one of the membership meetings at your house. The dates have
already been set as shown above. To volunteer contact John McManus at
john.mcmanus@yahoo.com or 213-613-2507.
• You can also contribute to Pat and Charlie Jenkins Race Across the West. I hesitate to
recommend one charity when so many members participate in other events (e.g. Jim
& Rhonda Hoyt and Kevin & Linda Vinson ride for MS150) – but the Jenkins’ Tandem
Race is unique. Last year DATES members donated over $2,000 to their Race Across
America. See details on the DATES web site home page.
We have two upcoming rides. If Spring ever does appear, we’ll all want to get out of the
house. So, we hope to see you on the Azalea Ride, Saturday, April 3 and the Mesquite Ride,
April 18.
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SEARCH FOR AZALEAS
Saturday, April 3. 9:00 a.m.
Led by John McManus & Brenda Cole
Start at Albertson’s parking lot, Northwest Highway and Ferndale
Are the azaleas in bloom yet? Let’s find out. This residential ride takes us from East Dallas,
through Highland Park and Turtle Creek. We’ll have brunch on the patio of the Dream Café
in the Quadrangle. Then we’ll meander through the Arts District and downtown, returning
via Swiss Avenue.
This is a “NO DROP” Ride; e.g. “We leave no behinds behind.” The route is still being refined
but expect 26 to 28 miles. IDEAL FOR NEW MEMBERS. Got questions? Call 214-613-2507
or email john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

From Roane and Juanita Logan
(Correction from March DATESLine)
Dear DATES Members,
We absolutely enjoyed serving on the board. DATES is a great organization, and we feel like
we are lucky to be a small part of it.
Thank you for the parting gift – your generosity overwhelmed us.
See you on the road!
Roane & Juanita
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SWTR 2010 Update
We have far exceeded our expectations for attendance at the SWTR in Paris, Texas. We are
looking forward to a great rally!
For an advance look at the rally schedule and routes/cue sheets, please visit the SWTR
website at: www.swtr.doubledates.com
See you in Paris!

What To Wear?
For the Southwest Tandem Rally, we suggest you wear your DATES jersey on Saturday and
the SWTR 2005 rally jersey on Sunday. Don't have a DATES jersey? Well you NEED one.
Check this out:
http://www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=71:datesjerseys&catid=37:membership&Itemid=60
For ALL club rides, we suggest you wear the DATES jersey. Italian clubs ride every Sunday
from every town, all dressed alike - not just jerseys but also shorts and gloves. We can do
as well as them. Our jersey is colorful, a very comfortable material and very inexpensive! Get
one today. Wear it on the next club ride.
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DATES EASY RIDER Ride of Southern Oklahoma
Sunday, June 6th, 8:30 AM
READ WHAT DATES MEMBERS SAY AFTER 2008
RED RIVER ROADKILL RALLY AND THE ANNUAL DATES
EASY RIDER – DAY AFTER ROADKILL RIDE
ARDMORE, OK
“Why was there such a great turnout for a DATES ride that involved a 100-mile drive?
Answer: Mixing Ardmore’s Roadkill Rally with Rick and Kay Watson’s hospitality and ride
planning experience creates a great weekend of riding, eating and laughing!”
“The Roadkill Rally was one of the best-supported rides we’ve done in a while. It started
with a ride packet loaded with goodies, including a really cool little LED flashlight; a sane
start time of 8 a.m. following the door prize raffles; well-stocked rest stops every 10 miles; a
beautiful route through Oklahoma countryside; and ended with free beer and food in airconditioned comfort. All that for $40/team?! We felt well-rewarded, even though none of us
won the free bike or any of the generous gift certificates from local sponsors.”
Here’s How You Can Be Part of the Fun This Year:
DATES EASY RIDER Ride of Southern Oklahoma – Sunday, June 6th, 8:30 am –
Lead by DATES Members Rick and Kay Watson, Ardmore, OK, 580-223-8180 or
cw7540@cableone.net . The ride starts at Cedarvale Fried Pie Restaurant parking lot, just
north (and over the mountain from famous Turner Falls).
Directions to Sunday Ride start: Take I35 North of Ardmore to Exit 51, then go left on Hwy
77 across the Interstate (west) – to restaurant parking lot on the left. Total Ride distance is
approximately 45-50 miles.
We will ride by beautiful Lake of the Arbuckles and Veterans Lake in the Chickasaw National
Recreation area park. We will lunch in or near the park before heading back.
What to do the Day Before the Easy Rider Ride?
We invite DATES members to come to Oklahoma one day earlier and join us for one of the
“Best little pay rides in Oklahoma or Texas” on Saturday, June 5, 8:00A.
Red River Roadkill Rally, Ardmore, Oklahoma (less than 100 miles North of Dallas on
I35).
Routes are 20-40 & 60 miles, early entry (postmarked by May 29) - tandem $40, single $35,
child under 12 $15; later entry – tandems $45, single $40, child $15.
Start location Santa Fe Depot on East Main at the RR tracks – call 580-226-6246 or email
mainstreet@ardmore.com for registration form and information.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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National Federation for the Blind Ride
July 3, 2010
Attention DATES members!
Have I got a deal for DATES members! On Saturday evening, July 3rd, the National Federation
for the Blind will be in Dallas at their annual convention. This will be their 3rd trip to Dallas. We
have always taken blind stokers on our tandems around White Rock Lake. This is fun, and will
make you feel good about yourself!
Chuck Carlson is pulling this together with help from Kevin Vinson and I. We are trying to be
sure we have enough Captains before we hard commit to them, which we have to do very
soon. We need around 20 + tandems. Right now we have five (5). Can you make it?
We have done this ride for several years and it has become a big success with our club and
with the National Federation for the Blind (NFB). The ride is held in conjunction with the NFB
national conference which comes to Dallas every other year.
The blind stoker ride is a highlight for many of the participants of the NFB conference and they
will be sad indeed if we cannot hold up our end of this long-running partnership. The
participants will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of the NFB at the conference.

2008 National Federation for the Blind Ride
We are starting to round up captains this early this year since some of our club members
travel around the 4th of July.
What's in it for you? Riding with a blind stoker is an enlightening and rewarding experience.
Blind stokers love riding around the lake. Although it's a good idea to provide a bit of
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narrative about the surroundings as you pedal, your stoker will probably amaze you with their
own description of the sounds, smells and other sensations of being on a bike circling the lake.
I guarantee it will include more than you can see!
Although some of the stokers will have slim experience on the back of a tandem, some own
and maintain their own tandems. Ron Burzese races his tandem (with guest captains) and
provides regular race reports on Tandem@Hobbes. He will be at the ride and will be a strong
stoker for whomever he teams up with. Last year I rode with a woman from Washington D.C.
who also owns her own tandem and we pretty much flew around the lake.
We need all sizes of tandems to accommodate the riders that opt for the ride, so you are all
qualified to participate. The more bikes, the better.
Please let me know that you're interested in volunteering for this event, which includes a
group dinner afterward.
Chuck Carlson
972-679-1200 cel
972-248-8481 hm
mac.carlson@mac.com
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Cycling Gear
Swap
Benefiting the Race Across The West (RAW) – Team Jenkins

Sunday, April 25, 2010
1 p.m. — 5 p.m.
Performance Bicycle/Dallas
9665 N. Central Expressway. (Walnut Hill & Central)
It’s time to clean out the garage or closet of those unused cycling parts, bikes or
equipment and sell them at the Cycling Gear Swap on Sunday, April 25th.
•
•
•

Come & sell your own items and keep 100% of the proceeds ($15 booth fee).
Let a JDRF racer sell your items for you & split the proceeds (½ goes to you, ½ goes to JDRF).
Or donate items to Team JDRF. We will sell them & apply the proceeds to our race expenses.
No charge to browse & shop.

Funds will go towards Team JDRF / Jenkins’ race expenses as we compete on our tandem as solo RAW.
If you are selling your own items, you are responsible for pricing the items. All proceeds go into your
pocket. This event is OPEN to all clubs and cyclists who want to sell, swap, buy and browse.
If interested, a tax‐deductible donation to JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation) through Team
JDRF is welcome on the day of the event or through our website: www.teamjdrf.org
THANK YOU for your sincere consideration to help sponsor Team JDRF!
What is Race Across the West (RAW)? RAW is one of the most challenging bicycle races in the World.
RAW pushes racers to their limits, both physically and mentally. RAW is a single stage race. The race is
essentially a time trial—a race against the clock. “The Race of Truth”. Unlike the Tour de France, solo
racers are not allowed to draft or take shelter from the wind. Once the clock starts in Oceanside, CA, it
doesn’t stop until the racer reaches the finish line in Durango, CO.
860 miles, 4 states, 40,000 feet climbing, all in 90 hours or less. Our personal goal is 72 hours.
Questions and Contact Information:
Pat and Charlie Jenkins
Email: sk8erbyker@gmail.com
Phone or Text: 903.624.1200
Website: www.teamjdrf.org
Note: Event will take place rain or shine. All transactions are solely the responsibility of the buyer/seller.
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“Little Rick” to “Big Rick” Century Ride
Friday, June 5th, 2009
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
As all of you can see by the date in the title, I’m a little behind on this ride report. It’s a good
thing my brain cells are working (somewhat as you will see later in the report). The cleverly
titled “Little Rick” to “Big Rick” Century Ride was the kickoff to a wonderful weekend of cycling
in Ardmore, Oklahoma. The first weekend in June is when the Red River Roadkill Rally takes
place. This is a pay ride that has become a very popular pay ride for cyclists from the DFW
area.
For years, Linda and I had been participating in the Mesquite Rodeo Ride. We always enjoyed
this ride but we noticed that as this ride was getting larger, the logistics were becoming a little
tougher in regards to motorist traffic. Several years ago, we decided to switch gears and
participate in the Red River Roadkill Rally in Ardmore, Oklahoma. We had heard about this
ride through Kay & Rick (Big Rick) Watson. Kay is involved in the Ardmore Main Street, the
association that puts on the Red River Roadkill Rally.
Linda and I were told that not only was the Red River Roadkill Rally (Saturday) a great event
but also was the post Red River Roadkill Rally DATES ride (Sunday) led by Kay & Rick. The
weekend of cycling in Ardmore, Oklahoma lived up to the hype. Linda and I had such a great
time that we have been spending the first weekend in June in Ardmore ever since. One of the
things that caught my interest was hearing about Herb Bloomer, Rick (Little Rick) Dixon, and
John McManus riding up to Kay & Rick Watson’s house on that Friday.
From the time I heard about this Friday ride, it was my goal to join Herb, Rick, and John.
Well, 2009 was the year. Linda and I discussed it and she told me to go for it. After asking
Herb, Rick, & John if I could join them, Linda and I discussed the logistics. Since I would be
taking that Friday off from work and cycling up to Ardmore, Linda took on the responsibility of
driving up to Ardmore with all of our things including her single for the Saturday pay ride and
our tandem for the Sunday ride.
The plan called for all of us to meet at Rick Dixon’s house in McKinney that Friday morning. I
was not the only newcomer to this ride. Herb & Sandra’s daughter, Keri (my apologies to Keri
if I have misspelled her name) was also doing this ride for the first time. This was going to be
Keri’s first century if memory serves me correctly. Before I forget, Sandra Bloomer would be
joining by providing SAG support. Once everyone had arrived and had their bikes ready, it
was time for us to make the journey north to Ardmore. Ann & Rick Dixon live just south of US
380 and east of Custer.
Joining us on this ride would be Rick Watson and Brenda Cole on Rick’s tandem and Kay
Watson’s son, Scott Wilson. They would be meeting us when we crossed the Red River. The
weather was perfect for riding a century. The skies were clear and the temperatures were
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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pretty mild for June. We didn’t have the south wind we were hoping for but the northerly
wind we did have was fairly calm. We started from Rick’s house and made our way through
Stonebridge Ranch. Leaving Stonebridge Ranch, we were on US 380 heading west for a very
brief moment.
We turned right on a country road that wound through some very nice rural estates. There
was no traffic and the road offered up some nice turns and Texas rollers. This road took us
over to Custer Road (FM 2478). We took Custer Road north to Prosper Trail. Making our way
west, we came across some new developments including the Gentle Creek Golf Club. It
amazes me how much development is taking place up and around Prosper. Fortunately, the
traffic was very light.
It wasn’t long and we made a right on Coit Road heading northbound again. We caught FM
1461 and made our way west towards Preston Road (SH 289). Once we hit Preston Road, we
headed north to Celina. This is where my memory is playing games with me. I don’t
remember if we veered off of Preston Road onto Business 289. I keep thinking we took
Business 289 to get us off of Preston Road for a little while.
No matter, we made our way north through Celina and on to Gunter. It was in Gunter that we
had our first rest stop. Sandra was waiting for us in Gunter to make sure we had everything
we needed. Once we fully utilized the rest stop, we resumed our trek. Our next segment was
supposed to be FM 121 (not SH 121, LOL!). According to reports, there was extensive road
construction on Wall Street Road which would have taken us from FM 121 north to FM 902.
Instead, we continued on Preston Road north until we caught FM 902.
We made a left on FM 902 and headed west. This segment was great for cycling. Very little
traffic, sweeping curves, and gently rolling hills. It was definitely wide open spaces. We had
a short stop in Ethel where Sandra was parked alongside of the road checking up on us. We
continued north on FM 902 until we hit FM 901. Like FM 902, FM 901 offered up some great
riding. Unlike FM 902 which takes you in all four directions, FM 901 pretty much goes north
and south.
We had to take an eastbound jaunt along SH 56 until we could resume our ride on FM 901.
We crossed under US 82 on our way to Sadler. Passing through Sadler, we continued north.
It wasn’t until we hit Gordonville that we began making our way west to US 377. Sandra was
waiting for us in Gordonville. FM 901 ends at US 377. It’s at this point that we are just south
of the Red River. I’ve driven across the US 377 bridge but I have never cycled across it. It
definitely seemed much longer on bike than it does in a car.
Once we had crossed the Red River, we were scheduled to meet up with Rick Watson, Brenda
Cole, and Scott Wilson. We spent about 20 minutes at the convenience store where we all
met. Once we refueled, we continued north on US 377. Our next segment was E2110 Road.
We made a left onto E2110 Road and headed west. Like FM 901, this was a very quiet road
with curves and rollers.
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E2110 Road turns into Powell Road. Continuing north through a very rural area until we hit
Sliger Road. I had no idea where we were at. I didn’t even know what direction we were
heading in. The conversation was lively at this point. It usually is when Rick Watson is
around. LOL! It wasn’t long when we made a right on N3440 Road. This segment would
take us to Highway 32. Even for this segment being a highway, traffic was very light.
It was nice having the majority of this route to ourselves. We headed west on Highway 32.
Our last rest stop was in the little town of Lebanon. Sandra was waiting for us at what used
to be a service station. Below is a picture (courtesy of Sandra) of Herb holding court with the
rest of us.

As you can see from the picture, the weather warmed up nicely. Having to leave the comfort
of his throne in the shade, Herb led us out to our final destination. We weren’t on Highway 32
very long before we made a right onto Durwood Mcmillan Road heading north. Scott Wilson
was leading us the rest of the way. We took Durwood Mcmillan road all the way to US 70.
Making a left onto US 70 and heading west, this was probably the hardest segment of the
route. There are no flat sections of US 70. This is pretty much up and down. Even though
this is a US highway, we had a nice wide shoulder to ride on. For some reason, this segment
was much longer than I had expected. LOL! We made a right on Dogwood and made our
way north where we caught McClain Road and the beautiful residence of Rick & Kay Watson.
I really enjoyed riding with Herb, “Little” Rick, John, Keri, Brenda, “Big” Rick, and Sandra.
Many thanks to Sandra for providing SAG support. It was a great start to a great weekend of
cycling in Ardmore. I highly recommend the Red River Roadkill Rally on Saturday and the
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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DATES post-ride led by Rick & Kay on Sunday. The cycling is great up in the Ardmore area. I
plan on doing the Friday ride again this year. For anyone interested in the ride report from
that weekend, check out Juanita Logan’s ride report in the August 2009 edition of the DATESLine Newsletter.
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Lonesome Dove Loop Ride Report
Sunday March 14th, 2010
Led by Nanette & Ronnie Bryant
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
This was the second edition of the Lonesome Dove Loop Ride. Linda and I missed last fall’s
inaugural event. We heard all good things about this ride so we were very excited to be able
to join everyone this time around. The schedule called for everyone to meet at the “closed”
Circuit City parking lot in Southlake. This particular Sunday was the day of the time change so
Linda and I made sure we had our alarm clock set forward on Saturday night so there would
be no mishaps.
When we arrived at the parking lot, we were pleasantly surprised to see such a great turnout.
The following teams took part in this ride.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team

Bryant (Ride Leaders)
Carlson
Thompson
Logan
Baker
Francis
Lingo
Holverson-Mashburn (Pete Holverson & Mindy Mashburn)
Wheeler-Settles
Vinson

It was a great day to be out on the tandem. Once everyone was ready, Kris Carlson was kind
enough to take a picture of all of us. We need to start bringing a tripod to our rides so no one
is left out of the picture.

As you can see, it was a crystal clear day but a little chilly at the start. This ride offered up
two routes of 30 miles and 56 miles. Both routes would be taking us north. Linda and I chose
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the 56-mile route (we thought 50, you’ll see later). This route would be taking us as far north
as Robson Ranch just south of Denton and west of I-35W.
This route incorporated parts of the always popular Valentine’s Day Ride (led by Tom & Diane
Glenz), the Grapevine Lake ride (led by Mitch & Leslie Frank), and one of the first club rides
Linda and I did, the Flower Mound Cross Timbers ride (led by Roane & Juanita Logan) several
years ago. This part of the DFW area offers up some great cycling. The first part of the ride
took us north to Meadowmere Park near Grapevine Lake. The park was very active with
soccer matches. What a great location for a park. It offers up a great view of Grapevine
Lake.
From the park, we began making our way west towards Trophy Club. At about mile mark 7,
we are making our way north on White Chapel Boulevard and we past this castle-like home
that we have seen numerous times before when cycling in this area. We never knew who
lived there until this ride. As we were riding by the castle, Jeff Wheeler and Diane Settles told
Linda and I that DeMarcus Ware of the Dallas Cowboys lived there. It all made sense since he
is in the top 5 in yearly salaries among defensive linemen. It’s a beautiful home.
Just past the DeMarcus Ware castle, we made a left onto Clariden Ranch Road. This took us
through a beautiful development. The homes were very large and were situated on very nice
lots. I found myself looking to the left, then to the right, then back to the left, and so on. We
exited out of the Clariden Ranch development and made our way south back towards SH 114.
Making a right onto Plaza Drive and riding parallel to SH 114, we made our way to Trophy
Wood Drive. Making a right onto Trophy Wood Drive, we entered the Trophy Club area.
For those of you that have ridden the Valentine’s Day ride, Trophy Club is nothing but rolling
hills. There’s nothing like experiencing the descents and then using that momentum to make
our way up the ascents. The thing I like about cycling through Trophy Club, besides the
rolling terrain, are the nice wide roads. There is plenty of room for cyclists and motorists. At
the 12-mile mark, we left the Trophy Club area and entered Marshall Creek. Marshall Creek
Road was where the 56-mile split off from the 30-mile route.
Three teams took off on the 30-mile route while the seven other teams continued on the 56mile route. Marshall Creek Road was our last segment before we turned north onto US 377.
For the most part, cycling on US 377 was not bad. We had a nice wide shoulder. Within the
first mile on US 377, we rode past Tom & Diane Glenz former residence. For those of you that
don’t know Tom & Diane Glenz, they moved to Boonville, Missouri a few years ago. They are
still members of DATES and will be at this year’s Southwest Tandem Rally in Paris, Texas.
We were on US 377 for about 4 miles. We had a nice pace line going with Pete and Mindy
leading the way. At the 17.5 mile mark, we finally got off of US 377. We made a left at
Stonecrest Road and continued our way north. At this point, we were between US 377 and I35W, just west of Bartonville. Once we got on US 377, we were pretty much on the rural part
of the ride. Stonecrest Road had no motorist traffic whatsoever. We crossed FM 407 at the
19.9 mile mark and continued north.
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We took Stonecrest Road to Sam Davis Road. It was on this segment where we made our
way west to I-35W. When we arrived at I-35W, we made our way south back to FM 407.
Like Stonecrest, Sam Davis Road had no traffic. We had the road to ourselves. At the 22 mile
mark, we had our first rest stop at a very new gas station/convenience store in Corral City.
We had lost Pete and Mindy somewhere between US 377 and the rest stop. Within a few
minutes of our arrival at the rest stop, Pete and Mindy made their way into the parking lot.
Everyone took advantage of the facilities. The conversations were lively. There were
discussions covering such topics as the route at this point, our bikes, and what was still to
come for us on the ride. Once everyone was ready, we continued west for a very short time
on FM 407. Within a few minutes, we made a right onto Prairie Mound Cemetery Road
northbound. As the name states, we rode past the Prairie Mound Cemetery. This segment
connected us to Old Justin Road.
Old Justin Road is a great road. It’s a gradual downhill all the way west to Faught Road.
Linda and I are very familiar with this area. We used to do a weekly training ride on our
singles out of Flower Mound and this training ride included the next several segments. Once
we hit Faught Road, we turned right to make our way north towards Robson Ranch. At this
point we were at the farthest point of the 56-mile route. It really amazes me that the Robson
Ranch development is located out here in the middle of nowhere. I think the closest grocery
store is located in either Argyle or Denton.
Linda and I were pleasantly surprised to see that Robson Ranch Road had been totally redone
with nice smooth concrete. The unfortunate thing was, they didn’t make it 4-lane across.
When Linda and I would ride on Robson Ranch Road in years past, the road was just a 2-lane
road with no shoulder. With the growth of Robson Ranch, the traffic would be rough at times.
As we began making our way east back towards I-35W, we came upon the Robson Ranch
entrance. We noticed a resident coming out in his Mercedes-Benz.
We all assumed he saw us coming from his right so we were riding along when we noticed he
was coming out and not even looking in our direction. We couldn’t believe what was taking
place. He finally noticed us as he was driving alongside. We did everything to get his
attention. All he did was wave and go on. How can you miss seven tandem riders in bright
colored clothing? That would not be our last close encounter with a motorist.
Robson Ranch Road took us all the way back to I-35W. Traffic wasn’t too bad along this
stretch. Linda and I have seen worse. We crossed under I-35W and made our way into
Argyle. Robson Ranch Road turns into Crawford Road once you cross under I-35W. Argyle is
another hot bed of cycling with great routes and great hills. At the 31-mile mark, we found
ourselves back out on US 377. We made our way south just under half a mile when we
turned left onto Hickory Hill Road. Linda and I wondered if Ronnie was going to take us to
Hilltop Road which offers up a great climb.
When we made the turn right on US 377, we knew we wouldn’t be doing Hilltop hill. We were
so disappointed. NOT! LOL! With that said, Hickory Hill Road offers up some great climbs
itself. As soon as you make the turn onto Hickory Hill Road, you begin climbing. What makes
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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this climb interesting is, there is a stop sign located halfway up the hill. Needless to say, we
didn’t stop for the stop sign. Out of all the times I have rode on Hickory Hill Road, I don’t
think I have ever stopped at that stop sign.
At the 34.6 mile mark along Hickory Hill Road, we did cross Hilltop Road. At the 36.1 mile
mark, Hickory Hill Road turns into Copper Canyon Road. From the time we got on Hickory Hill
Road until we hit Cross Timbers Road at the 39.8 mile mark, we took in some nice curves and
rolling hills. The Argyle and Copper Canyon area are very scenic. It’s nice to see areas that
have not been developed. We can only hope it stays that way. Copper Canyon Road took us
straight south to FM 407.
We crossed FM 407 again and continued south on Cedarcrest Lane. We entered Double Oak.
Ronnie warned us that we needed to make complete stops at all stop signs and lighted
intersections. This area is heavily patrolled and the police have no problem handing out
tickets to cyclists for running stop signs. We took Cedarcrest south to Cross Timbers. We
made a right on Cross Timbers and headed west.
We weren’t on Cross Timbers long when we came upon Simmons Road. We made a left on
Simmons and continued south. Simmons is a great road to cycle on because it’s nice and
wide. We actually encountered several cyclists on this segment. At this point, we were back
in the residential areas. It was here that we had our second encounter with a motorist. This
time, it was a homeowner coming out of his driveway and going left in the same direction that
we were going.
Like before, we figured the guy saw us coming so he would wait until we passed. We
assumed wrong. He came right out and didn’t even notice us. We had to hit the brakes this
time. He didn’t even acknowledge us. All we could do was shake our heads in bewilderment.
At 45.65, we reached Northshore Park which is located in Flower Mound. Just before getting
to the spillway, we took Lakeside Parkway where the round-a-bouts are located. I love cycling
through this area on the tandem with a group riding at a fast pace.
Crossing over the spillway and dam is always fun. It’s a straight shot with no hills. It a great
place to get in a pace line and go all out. At the 50.95 mile mark, we reached SH 26. For
some reason, Linda and I thought the route was 50 miles. LOL! We hadn’t looked at the cue
sheet and so we didn’t realize until we got to this point that our 50-mile ride was actually a 56mile route. No matter, we continued on to the entrance to the Gaylord Texan entrance. We
made a left onto Ruth Wall Street just prior to reaching the hotel.
Once we left the Gaylord Texan property, we began making our way through Grapevine back
to Southlake. Dove Loop Road is a nice stretch of road offering 4 lanes across and some nice
rolling hills. At the 55.76 mile mark, we were on the SH 114 service road. We took the
service road back to Kimball Avenue. At 56.34 miles we had arrived back to the parking lot.
Once everyone loaded up their tandems, we made our way over to McAlister’s Deli for lunch.
It was a very nice lunch. The conversations were nonstop. Below is a picture of Janette
Thompson, Kris Carlson, and Juanita Logan on the McAlister Bull.
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Many thanks go to Nanette & Ronnie Bryant for a wonderful ride. The route was very good
and the company was great!

Notice:
May 2010 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: April 24, 2010
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

DATES Search for
Azaleas

April 3

9:00 am

Albertson’s
Northwest Hwy &
Ferndale

John
McManus &
Brenda Cole

214-613-2507
john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

28 mi.

See newsletter for details

Mesquite Ride

April 18

TBD

Lowe’s at Barnes
Bridge in Mesquite

Pete &
Laura
Holverson

holvey1@aol.com

TBD

Details to come

Southwest
Tandem Rally

April 23-25

-

Paris, Texas

DATES

www.doubledates.com/swtr

-

See website for details

Stoker
Appreciation Ride

May 22 -23

-

-

Tom &
Brenda
Shaddox

res1rrzj@verizon.net

-

Details to come

580-223-8180 or
cw7540@cableone.net

-

See newsletter for details

--

--

See newsletter for details

Red River Road
Kill Rally and
DATES Easy Rider
Event

June 5-6

-

DATES
Membership
Meeting

June 13

TBD

Ardmore, Okla.

TBD
No ride

City of
Ardmore
Rick & Kay
Watson
Needed

214-826-3584

See more rides on the DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are e-mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the e-mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 752022785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
______________________________
DATES COORDINATORS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.460.3275 (h)

john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

______________________________

kris365@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

Chuck & Janet Kirklen

972-985-7931 (h)

chuck.kirklen@pragmatx.com

SECRETARY

Tom & Brenda Shaddox

972-517-4534 (h)

res1rrzj@verizon.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

admin@doubledates.com

www.doubledates.com
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