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Team Gibbs
Southlake, TX
Captain: Robert
Stoker:
Terri
Joined DATES: September 2009
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 1 year
Stoker: 1 year
How long tandeming? 1 year
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? To effectively be able to ride together. We wanted to find some exercise that we would

actually enjoy and that we could enjoy together. Cycling alone had Robert riding in circles waiting for me. This way we both work as
hard as we are able, but he can’t get too far ahead. Our own little peloton. ☺
What kind of tandem do you ride? Just bought a Co-Motion tandem from a former Double Dates team. Started with a Trek T900,
which was a great 1st bike, to see if we enjoyed it and would stick with it. Now it’s in our blood!
How often do you ride? We typically ride two nights after work and then ride on Saturday and/or Sunday morning. We try to get in 75
miles a week.
Favorite Ride? So far, White Rock Lake/Creek trails early in the morning
Usual route/area? Hilly ride in the Southlake, Westlake area
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? We heard about DD from some riders at White Rock and then Richardson Bike Mart.

Team Wheeler-Settles
The Colony, TX
Captain: Jeffrey Wheeler
Stoker:
Diane Settles
Joined DATES: September 2009
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 16 yrs
Stoker: 6 yrs
How long tandeming? 2 yrs
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? For the companionship
What kind of tandem do you ride? Co-motion
How often do you ride? As much as possible
How Far? 100 K
Favorite Ride? Don’t have a favorite
Usual route/area? Rides with Mad Duck in Grapevine
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Referred by other members
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you? Find us on facebook! ☺
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Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
by Susie Mumby

2009 is year three that this three-day tandem tour (Friday Oct. 9 – Sun. Oct. 11, 2009)
was hosted in Clarksville, the Red River County seat, about 30 miles east of Paris, TX. Not
enough superlatives can be said to describe this rally, brought to us by Rob Rowley (Tour
Director), James Vaughn, (Route & Sag Director) and Diane Peeks (of the Red River Chamber
of Commerce). They saw to it that all 16 tandem teams had a great time, not only cycling, but
also socializing, dining and imbibing. This fall event is the tandem edition of the Gateway to
Texas Get-a-Way Tour (which takes place in June and is highly lauded by past participants).
Tandem teams were lodged at the local motel, B&Bs, and cabins at the Clarksville Country
Club (generously provided by cabin owners at no charge). Breakfast was included at each of
the accommodations.
Following our two-hour plus from Dallas, Marc & I arrived Friday afternoon in the
renovated Clarksville town square, which was ablaze with orange pumpkins, yellow
chrysanthemums and trees with red, fall foliage – very quaint and welcoming! This brickpaved area was where all the cycling routes started & ended. It rained Friday morning but by
afternoon the precipitation had ended and roads had dried enough for a brave few to head out
for the afternoon ride – Team Mumby was not among them. It was cloudy, windy and in the
50s for the 23-mile Cuthand Loop.
Friday evening, before & after dinner, we met at the restored “101 ½ Saloon” (circa
1895) where beverages and snacks were served for get-acquainted/reacquainted gatherings.
It was made more festive by music from Don Pearce and his keyboards. During the festivities
Teams Bryant & Wilson arrived on motorcycles, one of which pulled a trailer for their two
tandems! It took a bit for them warm up from their travels but then they braved the elements
again when the group walked a couple of blocks to the Rio Verde restaurant. We enjoyed a
Tex-Mex dinner in our own banquet room.
On Saturday morning the routes differed from last year. We had a choice of the long
77-mile Pecan Point Loop or the so-called “short” 61-mile Boxelder Loop. The teams gathered
on the square for a 9:30 AM mass start that was ceremoniously begun by a group photo and
an official welcome & bon voyage from the mayor of Clarksville. We were escorted out of
town by the sheriff and the sag vehicles and quickly we were out on quiet country roads.
Everyone re-grouped at the, not to be missed, rest stop located near the settlement of
English, at the home of Larry Algaier. It is a mansion with a wide porch for us to gather and
enjoy refreshments.
Team Mumby chose the “short” route, which was a scenic ride among gently rolling hills
with stands of deciduous trees studded with a few pines. Occasionally the woods were broken
up by prairie where cattle and horses grazed. I enjoyed the contrast in color that was provided
by the bright red foliage of sumac spilling out of the green forest.
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Another “must stop”
on the Saturday routes was
at Diane Peek’s farm where
she had dogs, cats, and
longhorn cattle all vying for
our attention. We fed the
longhorns and admired the
newest addition, a cute calf
that was barely a week old.
Our next stop was at, the
so-called (tongue-in-cheek),
the Boxelder Mall &
Supercenter.
The attraction here was
food and a warm restaurant,
which we lycra-clad cyclists
shared with camo-clad
Susie Stoker feeds watermelon to eager longhorn.
hunters (the outdoor
temperature never got out
of the 50s this day). Some of us ordered lunch and dessert while others consumed only in the
fabulous desserts: blackberry cobbler, devil’s food cake & buttermilk pie. Delicious! Marc & I
stayed so long that many of
the long-route teams joined
us in the Supercenter. It was
particularly enjoyable to
depart with good-size group
for the last 18 miles back to
Clarksville.

Ready to ride after lunch at Boxelder Mall &
Supercenter.

We started Saturday
evening back at the “101 ½
Saloon” where we shared war
stories de jour and enjoyed
our adult beverages. It was a
short walk across the square
to a delicious dinner catered
by the Italian Bistro in a loft
over the Corner Square
Gallery, owned by Larry
Algaier. Don Pearce relocated
his keyboards to this second
venue to provide music for
dining & dancing. Team
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Dixon danced with energy and grace but they could not get others of us to join in. They were
the only team with legs and confidence left after they pedaled 80 miles today. They are truly
amazing!
Sunday morning we
cabin people enjoyed another
scrumptious breakfast at the
clubhouse. It was cloudy &
damp but this did not deter
Team Francis, Warren
Casteel, or Marc & I from
pedaling four miles on wet
roads to the town square for
the ride start (Audre Casteel
was nursing an injured knee
so she partied with us all
weekend but could not pedal).
To our surprise, there were
only two other teams at the
square and they decided not
to ride! Our little group felt
committed at this point so we
The Foolish Five are the only ones to ride on damp
named ourselves the “Foolish
Sunday. Left to right: Warren Casteel, Mike & Liz
Five”, had our picture taken
Francis, Susie & Marc Mumby.
and headed out on the 28mile Peter’s Prairie Loop. We
were honored (and a little embarrassed) to have James & Rob providing full sag service for
just our three bikes. The route was so quiet that the only traffic we had in the first 15 miles
was the sag wagon leap-frogging past us! We enjoyed peaceful pedaling through prairie that
was dotted by stands of trees. I enjoyed a view of a purple-studded American Beauty Berry
peaking between the trees and herons soaring above. When we returned to the square we
said our good byes & thank you to our trusty tour director, Rob, and sag driver, James. We
cycled back to the cabins to clean up and reluctantly headed back to the big city. We look
forward to next year when we hope to enjoy the next Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem
Tour.
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DATES SHIRTS
John & Brenda contracted with Beth & Yvonne to
make them shirts with the new DATES logo.
They will be happy to place another order for any
members who are interested. Cost is $30.00 per
shirt. Size chart based on chest measurement is
shown below. Note that the women’s model does
not have button-down collar. To order your
shirt, send an email to
john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

Men’s
Women’s

XS
32-34

S
36-38
33.3-35.5

M
38-40
38-38

L
42-44
39-41

XL
46-48
42.5-44.5

2XL
50-52
46.5-49
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4XL
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Lanesboro, MN – Headquarters
for the 2009 MTR Post Tour
By Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy
Lanesboro is a small town in Minnesota that wants to be discovered.
It’s in a valley of the Root River. The shops are like most of the
other shops you have seen anyplace else. Most predominant are the
churches. But it also has another attraction. That would be bluffs. High cliffs which are
unusual for the Midwest. Each morning they were covered with fog, never knowing where
they were.
Riding from Lanesboro was a gentle
uphill or a simple ride down the trail
along the Root River. If the route
took us out of Lanesboro, we
ascended to the top of the prairie.
There you could see the cornfields,
alfalfa fields and soybean fields. It
seemed you were on the top of the
world
Passing farms, houses and more
cornfields, we would occasionally see
an Amish buggy going the other way.
The neatness of the houses, barns
and surroundings was impressive.
There was no junk in the yards. Everything was neat and in it’s place. Eventually you drop
into the valley, a welcome relief for tired legs. The bike trails were great. No traffic, no
bumps, just the chance to enjoy the scenery and the nature around us.
The Midwest Tandem Rally 2009 was hosted by the Twin Cities Tandem Club – aka Loons
(Lena & Ole on Non Singles). Five teams collaborated to offer three additional days of riding
in southeastern Minnesota. For us this was key. We weren’t driving all the way to Minnesota
for a weekend of riding, but for a whole week of riding, it might be worth it. Apparently we
weren’t alone – the post tour was attended by 24 teams – the 5 host teams and 19 others.
Eleven states and British Columbia, Canada were represented. At least four of them were
RVers and one of them was a full-time RVer. The full-timers had a Texas address, but hadn’t
been in Texas since 2005 (SWTR 2005 in Fredericksberg).
The post tour kicked off with a group dinner on Monday night where we all got to know each
other and got the plan for the rest of the tour. We sat with Tom & Sandy Masters from
Inverness, IL. He is president of CATS (Chicago Area Tandem Society) and organizes an
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 352-7446 or 1-800-875-5662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

November 2009

Page 8

annual tour for them. They have one meeting a year, rides are strictly by volunteers – no ride
coordinators trying to talk you into it. And he had crashed and broken his pelvis a year or two
ago, so we had lots in common to talk about.
Lanesboro is on the Root River
Trail – one of Minnesota’s state
hike & bike trails. Each day we
used the trail to get out of town
and/or to get back into town and
then also went out on the rural
roads.
The routes were absolutely
spectacular. The trail was
gorgeous. We rode a ways with an
elderly gentleman (that means
older than us) with his dog in the
basket in the back and he pointed
out that this was the cadillac of
trails. And he was right! It was
absolutely gorgeous scenery along the Root River and the trail was beautiful. I’ve never been
a big fan of bike trails, but these were so great it was impossible not to love them. And since
we were there on weekdays, we had them pretty much to ourselves.
Each day started with a group breakfast at Pedal Pushers Café. Each day also included a
lunch stop and a rest stop. These stops were in city parks in tiny little towns – but the city
parks had phenomenal facilities – well-stocked rest rooms, pavilions for shade, sometimes
even historic sights for us to enjoy before getting back on the road.
Then we had another group dinner
on Wednesday night at the Riverside
on the Root – a lovely restaurant
right on the river and next to the
trail. Good food, great company and
another lovely evening. We sat with
a couple from Ohio and another from
North Dakota. They both had
previously lived in Minneapolis and
were members of the Loons and had
come to the post tour to refresh
their friendship now that they were
so many miles apart. Actually they
hadn’t even gone to MTR – too
crowded they said – just the post
tour.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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I spent time in all the shops & visitors centers looking for a souvenir pin to put on our trunk. I
was just looking for a Minnesota or Rochester or Lanesboro pin. In several of the places I
stopped, I was told I was the second person who had been looking for a pin that day . Turns
out Sandy – the gal from Ohio, also puts pins on their trunk. They have lots of them – way
more than we do. When she learned I was looking for a Minnesota pin, she gave me her
Loons pin – what a sweet thing for her to do. I ‘ll certainly treasure it much more than any
Minnesota pin that I would have bought in a shop.
I also gave myself the assignment of getting a photo of every couple on the post tour – no
helmets or sunglasses so you could actually see the people. That turned out to be a great
idea. I tend to be rather shy and uncomfortable approaching people I don’t know, but this
assignment gave me a reason to introduce myself to everyone, talk to them for a bit and take
their picture. So I really did get to know – at least a little – everyone on the post tour. That
part was really fun for me.
We had a GREAT time on this trip. We expected it would be fun, but we were blown away.
The people, the riding, the routes, the scenery, the food, the camaraderie – it was great! We
just couldn’t believe how much we enjoyed it. We’ve talked about following the rallies after
we retire. This trip really showed us how enjoyable that could be (and how teams are already
doing it.). Plus we met a number of teams who do that on a regular basis and totally enjoy it.
So maybe that really will be in our future.
Of course, the Midwest also holds a special place for us. Both of us grew up in Illinois. We
endured the winters, the hot and humid summers and the lack of anything to look at except
the sky. That too is part of why we enjoyed this trip so much !

Notice:
December 2009 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: November 24, 2009
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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Frequently Asked Questions
By Linda and Kevin Vinson

For those of you that weren’t able to join us, we had a great turnout for the new members
ride and picnic at White Rock Lake. We did several loops around the lake and then feasted on
hot dogs and goodies provided by the members. Roane Logan, DATES Coordinator, shared
some information about the club and activities, but I thought it would be a good idea to create
a “Frequently Asked Questions” guide to share more information about DATES.
1. What is DATES?
The Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts are a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles that
enjoy socializing with the goal of having fun!
2. How many members does DATES have?
We currently have 72 tandem teams.
3. Who organizes the club rides?
Rides are “hosted” by DATES members on a volunteer basis.
4. How often are club rides held?
The ride coordinators keep track of the ride schedule to ensure we don’t have conflicting
events. We strive to offer a minimum of one ride per month, but the frequency depends on
the club members volunteering to host a ride.
5. What if I want to host a ride?
Contact the ride coordinators to schedule a date and location. The ride leaders are responsible
for selecting a route(s) that is safe for a group of tandem cyclists and providing maps and/or
queue sheets for navigating the course. Multiple distance options are encouraged, but not
required. Provide a brief write up of your ride to the web master and DATES-Line editor listing
the date, time, location and brief description of your event. The ride coordinators can provide
guidance and answer any additional questions about hosting a ride.
6. What rides and events typically take place?
Several favorite club rides have become annual events:
• New Years Day Ride
• DATES Annual Meeting and Dinner
• 4th of July Ride
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 352-7446 or 1-800-875-5662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE
•
•
•

November 2009

Page 11

Stoker Appreciation Ride
Halloween Overnight Ride
Christmas Lights Ride

7. Where can I find previously used cycling routes to plan a DATES ride?
The DATES website has a route library containing routes and maps at:
www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=100:route-maps-adescriptions&catid=37:membership&Itemid=60
8. Where can I find more information about DATES?
The DATES website contains information about the club:
www.doubledates.com
DATES-Line is the monthly electronic newsletter published by and for DATES members. An
email is sent out to the DATES members when a new issue of the newsletter is published to
the website:
www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&id=6&Itemid=61
9. I’m not receiving an email that the newsletter is available online. Who do I
contact?
Contact Kevin Vinson at double_dates@sbcglobal.net
10.

Who contributes the articles to DATES-Line?

All DATES member are encouraged to submit articles to the newsletter about a recent DATES
event, tandem trip or tandem cycling in general.
11.

Where can I find information about tandem cycling?

There are numerous links posted on the “Cycling General Interest” page on the DATES
website:
www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=64:cycling-generalinterest-sites&catid=47:cycling-general-interest-sites&Itemid=63
12.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Who are the club officers?
DATES Coordinators: Roane and Juanita Logan
DATES-Line Editors: Alan and Renee Kailer
Ride Coordinators: Chuck and Kris Carlson
Membership Coordinators: Kevin and Linda Vinson
Treasurers: John McManus and Brenda Cole
Secretaries: Tom and Brenda Shaddox
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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Web Site: Kevin Vinson
How are the club officers selected?

The officer positions are strictly voluntary and the term is one year. Officers may continue in
their current position as long as they would like, however, a nominating committee is formed
each year in December/January to confirm which officers plan to continue in their role and
nominate/suggest new members to fill officer positions being vacated.
14.

How do I contact an officer?

Contact information can be found on the back page of the DATES-Line newsletter or on the
website at:
www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_contact&view=category&catid=12&Itemid=62
15.

Where can I find contact information for the DATES members?

The “DATES Active Members” list is posted on the DATES Information page on the website at:
www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=37&Itemid=60
16.

How do I renew my membership in the club?

Membership dues are payable annually in February. The DATES Membership Renewal form is
posted on the DATES website at:
www.doubledates.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=37&Itemid=60
17.

What is a “captain”?

The front rider on the tandem.
18.

What is a “stoker”?

The rear rider on the tandem.
19.

My stoker or captain is not available; can I still come out and ride with
DATES?

We realize there are times when both members of a tandem team are not available or the
tandem may be temporarily out of commission. We encourage participation on singles bikes
during these times.
20.

I still have questions, who can I send them to?

Contact any of the DATES officers or email Linda Vinson at vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net
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Membership Meeting and Dinner
Place:

Home of Roane and Juanita Logan
3403 Summer Place Court
Farmers Branch, TX 75234

Date and Time:

Sunday, November 8, 5:30 pm

Please join us for the meeting and chili dinner at the Logan's. We will have an update on the
2010 Southwest Tandem Rally and upcoming rides. It's a great time to catch up with each
other after a hectic
summer and fall.
Please RSVP to
Juanita Logan at
juanitalogan@ya
hoo.com or you
can call at 469688-0070. If you
can bring a side
dish or dessert,
please also let us
know when you
RSVP.
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

Membership
Meeting and
Dinner

Sunday,
November 8

START
TIME

5:30 pm

RIDE
HOST

START PLACE
3403 Summer
Place Court,

Roane and
Juanita
Logan

Farmers Branch,
TX 75234

PHONE # / EMAIL
469-688-0070
juanitalogan@yahoo.com

DISTANCE

DETAILS

-

See Newsletter for details

35 & 55 Miles

Eat at Miguelitos Mexican
Restaurant after the ride

Valley View, Texas
North by
Northwest

Saturday,
November 14

Meet at
9:30am
and ride
at 10am

Southwest
Tandem Rally

April 23-25, 2010

Tandem Biciclette
in Italia con
DATES

Sept. 27 - Oct. 9,
2010

Town Square
I-35 north past
Denton to the
Valley View exit.
Turn left onto FM
922

Ronnie &
Nannette
Bryant

ronnierbryant@me.com

-

Paris, Texas

DATES

-

-

See Newsletter for details

-

Florence, Italy

John
McManus

214-460-3275
john.mcmanus@yahoo.com

-

See Newsletter for details

817-925-6632

See more rides on the new DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 752022785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in December or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES COORDINATORS

Roane & Juanita Logan

214.686.5577 (c)

roane.logan@swst.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

______________________________

kris365@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.460.3275 (h)

john_j_mcmanus@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Tom & Brenda Shaddox

972-517-4534 (h)

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

HOT-LINE

Dallas Area

214.352.7446 (b)

HOT-LINE

Out of Town

1.800.875.5662 (b)

res1rrzj@verizon.net
http://www.doubledates.com

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
c/o Alan & Renee Kailer
1445 Ross Avenue
Suite 3700,
Dallas, TX 75202-2785
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Night (Warren & Audre Casteel)

972.596.8206 (h)

warren@casteelsign.com

DATES1 E-mail Distribution

Warren & Audre Casteel

972.596.8206 (h)

warren@casteelsign.com
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