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We have four new teams this month!! Join us in welcoming them.

Team Childress
Fort Worth, TX

Captain:
Woody
Stoker: Kathy
Joined DATES: August 2009
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 40+ years
Stoker:
How long tandeming? Past 2 years
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? Last child outgrew the tandem
What kind of tandem do you ride? Santana Noventa
How often do you ride? 1 x per week
How Far? 25 miles
Favorite Ride?
Usual route/area? Trinity Bike Trail
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Internet
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you? Nothing comes to mind right
now

Team McMillan
Graham, TX

Captain:
Robert McMillan
Stoker: Terri McMillan
Joined DATES: July 2009
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 10 years seriously, 39 years, off and on
Stoker: 2 years
How long tandeming? 8 months
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? So we could ride together. And we like each other.
What kind of tandem do you ride? Burley Rock-N-Roll Softride
How often do you ride?
How Far? 15 - 25 miles
Favorite Ride? We have a 25 mile loop NE of Graham, Texas that we enjoy. We went on the Tennessee
Tandem Rally in June and had a great time riding in the foothills of the Great Smokey Mountains.
Usual route/area? Various rides around Graham
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? We met a tandem couple at the start line of Tour
Dallas, our first charity ride on our tandem, who suggested we check out Doubledates.com
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you?
• Nickname: Team Turtle --- not only are we slow, but we stop often.
• We have four grown boys, two daughters-in-law, and one granddaughter. Terri teaches kindergarten
and Robert works in the oil and gas business.
• We hope to someday invite folks out for a ride in the Graham-Possum Kingdom area.
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Team Mendrop
Weatherford, TX

Captain:
Bill Mendrop
Stoker: Debbie Mendrop
Joined DATES: July 2009
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 15 yrs
Stoker: 15 yrs
How long tandeming? 5 yrs
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? Easier to ride together
What kind of tandem do you ride? Co-Motion
How often do you ride? Try to ride tandem once a week. Captain rides a single 2-3 times a week
How Far? 30 miles unless there is a sponsored weekend ride and we’ll do 100k
Favorite Ride? Goatneck or Peach Pedal
Usual route/area? FM roads around Parker County
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Talked to someone at Peach Pedal and he suggested I
check out your website
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you?

Team Ondricek
Dallas, TX

Captain:
Doug Ondricek
Stoker: Janet Ondricek
Joined DATES: July 2009
How long have you been cycling?
Captain: 1 year
Stoker: 7 months
How long tandeming? 6 months
Why did you decide to start riding tandem? To ride together
What kind of tandem do you ride? Trek
How often do you ride? Mostly on Saturdays and Sundays
How Far? 15 miles
Favorite Ride? To be determined
Usual route/area? Along Brazos River near Cleburne
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Internet search on “tandem”
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you? Doug bought the tandem to
celebrate our 22nd wedding anniversary. We live and work in Dallas, but spend most weekends in Rio Vista
outside of Cleburne. We enjoyed meeting club members on the Southlake ride. We hope to increase our ride
length and take some cycling vacations. We look forward to meeting more club members on a ride soon.
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DATES Mexican Food Ride Report

Hosted by Alan & Renee Kailer
Saturday, June 20th, 2009
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson (edited by Linda Vinson)
The DATES Mexican Food Ride has become an annual DATES event. This year’s edition was
again hosted by Alan & Renee Kailer. The meeting place was at the Minyard’s parking lot on
Beltline Road just east of U.S. Highway 67 in Cedar Hill.
The following teams met at 8:00 AM.
• Team Kailer
• Team Vinson
• Team Thompson
• Team Hudson-Croy
• Team Logan
This is a great ride on quiet country roads with some Texas rollers. Nothing too steep, but
great for a tandem. The temperature was pleasant and the winds were fairly calm. The
route is basically the same route as the Cedar Hill Head for the Hills cycling event in the
spring. There were two route options available, a 44 mile and a 64-mile route. Everyone
chose the 44-mile route. Once Alan & Renee went over ride logistics, we made our way out
of the parking lot heading in a southerly direction towards Midlothian.
Linda and I have done this ride twice plus we did the Head for the Hills Ride this Spring. We
are always amazed at how hilly the Cedar Hill area is. There are some hellacious climbs in
that area that we didn’t even hit. For those of you that are looking for a good area for hill
training, this is the place to go.
The 44-mile route offered up a nice mix of hills, gentle rolling terrain, and flats. This route
had 46 segments to it. Most of those segments were getting out of and coming back into
Cedar Hill. Early in the ride when we are making our way out of Cedar Hill, there is descent
on Texas Plume Road that is a great descent except for one thing. This descent includes a
stop sign intersection at the bottom which Alan warned us about. Since Linda and I have
done this ride in the past, we knew about the abrupt stop.
At about the 7-mile mark, we finally left the Cedar Hill city limits and entered into rural
country. This route does cross U.S. Highway 67 a couple of times but that is not an issue.
It’s at this point that we travel along the U.S. Highway 67 access road for about a mile before
we cross under the highway and we officially hit the “rural country”. At this point, we saw
very little traffic until we got into Midlothian.
These country roads are in very good condition. We all rode as a group and we had a very
nice pace going. I think the entire ride, the conversation was nonstop. Linda and I were
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amazed at some of the “ranches” we came across. There were some beautiful homes on
nice parcels of land. We had two “official” rest stops available to us on this route. If
memory serves me correctly, we skipped the first one but we did hit the second one on the
way back.
There is one part of this ride that took us through this estate if you want to call it that. The
road is so smooth and it starts out as a gradual descent with some nice twist and turns. I
don’t recall how long that segment is but the pace really picked up through there. This
segment is just prior to the rest stop. Speaking of the rest stop, at mile mark 31.65, most of
us pulled into the Walgreen’s while Team Logan hit Whataburger.
I remember the last time we did this DATES ride, we stopped at the same Whataburger with
Team Bryant for a “cup” of fries. They were so good and they hit the spot. This time, Linda
and I thought we would be good and stick to something nutritional like chocolate milk. LOL!
After refueling, all of us got back on the tandems and made our way back to Cedar Hill. The
12 miles back went by fairly quickly.
Even though this ride took place on a Saturday, the traffic coming back into Cedar Hill was
fairly light. We all arrived back at the parking lot together. Once everyone loaded up their
tandems and made a quick change of clothes, we all headed over to the Mexican restaurant
Emiliano’s.
Emiliano’s is a very good Mexican restaurant. Both times that we have been there, the
service has been outstanding as well as the food. The people are so friendly and really enjoy
having us there. This ride has become another one of the many favorites we have in regards
to DATES rides. Kudos to Alan and Renee for hosting this event again this year and also for
providing great cue sheets for all of us. We look forward to this ride again next year. I
highly recommend this ride to everyone. Thank you again Alan and Renee!

New DATES Logo and DATESLine Banner
DATES now has a new logo, which we have incorporated into the DATESLine, along with a
new banner for the front page. Let us know how you like it or if you have other suggestions
for improving the DATESLine.
Thanks to Marc Mumby for the work on the new banner!
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Riding Mont Ventoux
By Juanita Logan

Statistics
Distance: 20.6 km
Climbing 1,617
meters:
meters
Avg
7.63%
grade:

The official starting point for the climb in Bedoin is a marble line
in the road surface. I saw it as we rode over it, and I remember
feeling somewhere between giddy and terrified. Fortunately,
there is little time to reflect. The road is crowded, and it takes all
of Roane’s attention to guide the tandem around the walkers and
stay out of the way of the motorcycles, cars, and buses. It’s like
Kilometer Avg Gradient in the movies when they tell everyone to evacuate the city and
1
1.9 head to the mountain. Everyone is moving in the same direction –
2
2.8 up.
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

3.8
5.8
5.6
3.1
8.6
9.4
10.5
10.1
9.3
10.1
9.2
9.4
8.8
6.9
6.6
6.8
7.4
8.3
9.1
10

At this point, the top of Ventoux is still visible ahead on the left. It
is an ugly mountain. It begs the question, “Why would anybody
want to climb that?” How did this place become a cycling
‘Mecca’?
The road begins to incline ever so slightly. The roads on Ventoux
have the famous French kilometer-stones. These yellow and
white stones indicate the distance and altitude, every kilometer.
At first, I watched for them. Then I forgot about them.
People look at the tandem and then us, like we are crazy. Who
are we to argue? We roll along for a few more kilometers, the
road gradually becoming steeper, and then (in the words of the
Great John Madden) Wham! 8%. And it never lets up. We can
no longer see the top of the mountain for the forest. We settle
into the lowest granny gear and a steady spin and resign
ourselves to the climb. We are ascending the giant of Provence at
a breath taking 3.5 mph. At one point, a Frenchman runs out of
the crowd and pushes us for 30-40 meters. People are yelling,
“To the top!” and “Alléz, Alléz”! It is absolutely thrilling.

Not all of the Ventoux experience is about the mountain. The crowd was estimated at
approximately 1 million. We met people from England, Denmark, Belgium, Germany, Italy,
France, and the good old USA. Roane made a flag pole out of a tree branch and waved the
Texas flag high. When asked what country it represented, Roane replied, “The Republic of
Texas!”
Finally, my legs wear out, and I need a break. A food and drink wagon is set up on the side
of the road, and it looks like a pretty good place to rest. It looks so good, we decide to stay,
eat, drink, and watch the race from here. It is still only 11 am.
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Now we settle in to wait
for the racers who won’t
arrive until between 3-4
pm. Roane decides to
take a nap, not a bad
idea, since our day
started at 5 am. (We
started early, having
heard that the roads
would close to vehicles
early. Sure enough, they
did, so we drove our
rental van as far as we
could, then unloaded the tandem, and rode it to the town of Bedoin at the foot of the
mountain.)
The wait time is spent leisurely. We eat the food we brought with us. Unsure of what to
find in the way of sustenance, we hauled enough food and water for the entire day up the
mountain with us. Around 1 pm, the Gendarmerie (the French military) come through and
drop off one of their finest. He has the unenviable job of stopping all of the cyclists still
riding up the mountain, to tell them they must dismount and walk the rest of the way. And
this was the beginning of the funniest thing. When a group of men gathered on top of a hill
beside the road figured out what was going on, they began to taunt approaching riders.
They would yell, “tut, tut, tut…”, growing
louder as the rider continued by them. The
rider would look up in puzzlement at the
hecklers, and as he turned back around to ride
on, the gendarme would be standing in front
of him with his arms crossed stiffly indicating a
“stop” sign. This must have gone on for at
least an hour. Of course, as soon as the
gendarme’s back was turned, the riders
jumped back on their bikes, to ride until
another gendarme further up the road stopped
them again.
The caravan comes through about an hour
before the racers. The caravan is best
described as a combination parade/carnival.
Sponsors and teams have elaborately
decorated floats, many of them with people
throwing out freebies. When the last of the
caravan passes by, the excitement begins to
build, for next up the mountain are the racers.
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It is quiet. Helicopters
buzz overhead. Team cars
and motorcycles pass.
There is a television
nearby, but no one is
gathered around it now.
Everyone has picked a
spot on the edge of the
road to stand. Cameras
are checked and ready.
Roane is holding the Texas
flag. As we wait, we inch
toward the center of the
road to get better position,
to see around the person
just beside us. Did you
hear that? The crowd
below us is screaming.
The racers are coming.
The lead motorcycle comes around the bend, fast. He is so close. We move back, but only
for a moment. Then we are back in the center of the road again. Suddenly, they are here.
They are so close, we could touch them. In the middle of the Schleck brothers and Alberto
Contador is Lance. One of the Schleck brothers is looking back at him. Lance doesn’t look
up. Roane is standing nearest Lance and waves the Texas flag. Then they have passed, and
other riders come through. There’s Big George Hincapie. Go George! They are not going
as fast as I thought. I can see their faces. Some don’t look up - they are totally focused on
the road. Others look right at me, but
probably right through me. The
determination and strain in their faces is a
constant. What a monumental effort.
As quickly as the last racer has passed,
people begin to descend the mountain. It’s
like in the movie again, only this time we
have been told we can all go home now.
Whereas before, people were ascending all
morning, now everyone is leaving at the
same time, en masse. Bikes, cars,
motorcycles, walkers. We rode the brakes
hard all the way down, and even walked the
bike part of the time. Watching a tour
stage is an all day affair. But it is worth it.
Every minute of it.
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Top 10 Reasons to Go To the
Northwest Tandem Rally
By Alan Kailer

Over the July 4th weekend Renee and I went to the Northwest Tandem Rally in Victoria,
British Columbia. We had a great time and would certainly recommend the NWTR in the
future. Here are some the reasons we enjoyed it:
10.
The bike trails - There are two long (30 miles +) bike trails in the Victoria area - the
Lochside Trail and the Galloping Goose Trail. Most of the length of these trails is paved and
separate from the roads. Some of both trails is cinder and some is on bike lanes on roads.
For much of On both Saturday and Sunday, much of the riding was on these trails. The
Lochside Trail runs north from downtown Victoria and the Galloping Goose goes west. Both
lead right into downtown. There is also a popular bike ride around the south end of Victoria,
along the coast, that we were on for some of the Sunday ride. It was great to bike on these
trails through forested areas and not have to worry about the traffic.
9.
The flowers - The Victoria area is very
pretty. One of the main things that
impressed us was the number of flowers
everyplace, much like in England. The city
clearly puts out a great deal of effort on this,
including having hanging flower baskets
throughout the downtown area.
8.
University of Victoria - The rally was
headquartered at the University of Victoria
and we stayed in the dorms at the
university, as did most of the people
attending the rally. It worked out very well.
The rooms were only $55 per night,
including breakfast in the university cafeteria
and all the rally events were very handy.
The UVic campus is very pretty, with lots of
open space and the staff was very helpful
and friendly. If you are ever in the Victoria
area during the summer, the university rents
out the rooms like a hotel.
7.
The organization - The NWTR
organizers did a great job. Even with the
number of people attending there was very little waiting. The rest stops were well organized
and had an amazing variety of cookies, fruit and drinks. The lunches had homemade
sandwiches and were in very convenient locations - the county fairgrounds and a park.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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6.
The people Although I haven’t been
able to get very accurate
information, I believe
that there were about
400 tandem teams at the
rally. There was a mass
start on Saturday, which
was very impressive, just
because of the number
of bikes. Of course the
logistics of taking care of
and feeding that many people must have been very complicated, but as I mentioned, the
organizers did a great job. It was interesting to talk to the wide variety of people that were
there. We met several couples who had done mega-tours, such as riding from Anchorage to
Key West, or across the country several times. Renee was able to satisfy her talking gene
easily. With that number of people there was also a variety of bikes. We saw a few brands
that we had not seen before or often. There were several triples and at least a couple of
quads. A few families had multiple tandems, with for example father and son on one and
mother and daughter on the other.
5.
Victoria - Victoria is a very pleasant city. Although it is the capital of British Columbia
and home of the University of Victoria, it feels like a smaller town. It is at the south end of
Vancouver Island (actually further south than some of Washington state). It has a nice
variety of hills, coast line, forests and the amenities of a city. It is the home of the British
Columbia parliament and the Fairmont Empress Hotel, both in very impressive turn of the
century buildings on the
waterfront and the Royal
British Columbia Museum,
a very interesting museum
of the history of British
Columbia and the
Northwest.
4.
Butchart Gardens All of Victoria had lots of
flowers, but one of the
highlights of the trip was
the visit to Butchart
Gardens. On Friday
afternoon, there was
about a 30 mile ride from
UVic to the Gardens and
back. The Gardens were
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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originally a private estate next to a limestone quarry for the Butchart’s cement business.
When the quarry was exhausted, they decided to turn the quarry into a sunken garden and
then just kept on planting - a Japanese garden, a rose garden, a begonia bower and
ornamental birds. Every year over 1,000,000 bedding plants in some 700 varieties are
planted to ensure uninterrupted bloom from March through October. Close to a million
people visit annually.
3.
The ocean - As native
Kansans and after spending nearly
all of our adult life in Dallas, we
haven’t been around the ocean
much. Victoria is on Vancouver
Island, offshore Vancouver, British
Columbia. It was a fun experience
taking the 2½ hour ferry ride
across the Strait of Georgia from
the U.S. to Victoria and then riding
along the coast of the Saanich
Peninsula. We were impressed by
the number and variety of boats in
the Victoria harbor and the view of
the mountains in Washington
across the water was really
impressive.
2.
The weather - The NWTR is held the weekend of July 4th every year. What better
time to get out of Dallas and into the Northwest? We woke up every morning to
temperatures of about 55 degrees, and the high while we were there was 82 degrees. Even
at that temperature, many of
the locals were complaining
how unusually hot it was. Of
course the Northwest is known
for its rainfall, but the Victoria
area does not get as much as
Seattle; the only rain we got
was some very light sprinkles
on Saturday and a mist on
Monday as we were riding back
to the ferry. All in all it was
very pleasant.
1.
Frank and Fran Arnold On the DATES England trip in
2007, we met Frank and Fran
Arnold, who live in Anacortes,
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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Washington. When we decided to go to the NWTR, we emailed the Arnold’s to see if they
were going to the rally. They were and also invited us to stay with them before and after the
rally. We jumped at the offer and so, on our arrival in Seattle, took a shuttle bus from the
airport to Anacortes, put our bike together and stayed with the Arnold’s. The next morning
we rode the four miles to the Anacortes ferry terminal from their house. On the return, we
also stayed at their house and took a short hike in a forest very near their house. It was
great to see the Arnold’s again and we really appreciated their hospitality.

Notice:
October 2009 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: September 24, 2009
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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Labor Day Ride and BBQ for PBA and DATES
8:00 am, Sept 7, 2009
Location:
Rides:

North pavilion of Bob Woodruff Park - 2601 San Gabriel Drive, Plano, TX 75074
60 miles fast
40 to 60 miles for DB (Distance Builder - 16 to 18 mph average) type
40 miles for less than DB
20 to 30 miles for slower casual riders

There are trails and a fishing pier for those who are not riding. We are cooking regardless of
the weather so be prepared for rain.
We will need a couple of people to help set up and possibly take a turn at the grill. We will
need some to stay and help clean up.
We don't need an RSVP but the party is for members and their families only. We do need
everyone to contribute a small dish to share whether it is dessert, snacks, or side dish. We
will provide the fixins, bread, burgers, and dogs and water. If you would like to have
something other than burgers or dogs, please feel free to bring your own meat or non-meat
as the grill will be hot.
PBA and DATES Members only
Contact:

Brandi Lefleur blafleur@kw.com. This e-mail address is being protected from
spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it.
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TROLS Big Adventure Tandem Bicycle Rally
Sept. 18 - 20
Jefferson, Texas

Ride Hosts Jimmy and Kelly Duval
We are looking forward to the TROLs ride next month, and we are hoping to have more
DATES members join us! Lots of our Arkansas and Houston teams are already signed up.
Please check your calendar, and let me know if you will be joining us. More information can
be found on the website. By the time September gets here, we will all be glad to have some
cooler temperatures and a nice break from our normal weekend activities. Come out and
join your friends in the piney woods of East Texas!
More information and
registration at trols.org.
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Stoker Appreciation Ride

Led by Tom and Brenda Shaddox
October 3-4
The DATES Stoker Appreciation Ride for 2009 is on!
Due to our personal schedules we had to move the popular SAR from its traditional spring
date to the fall. This unfortunately puts it into the proximity of several other popular DATES
weekend rides. We've never been afraid of trying new things, including on this ride, so
we've changed the format of the ride a bit this year.
The 2009 Stoker Appreciation Ride will have a shortened format. We're riding from Cleburne
to Glen Rose and back on the weekend of October 3-4. The route is just 46 miles on
Saturday and 30 miles on Sunday. It's hoped that this will allow teams who want to do some
of the other weekend rides this fall to include the SAR but still have part of the weekend left
to take care of life outside tandeming.
Also, and this is important, with a shorter format we hope to have some new teams come
out and try riding a weekend ride with the club. If we get a good turn out, more rides like
this will be scheduled, and if we don't, well, anything is worth a try to get to share the joy of
tandeming with more folks.
It goes without saying we have a good time planned for all teams. Saturday's all-downhill
route includes an amazing ride along a bluff above the Brazos river and a stop at the Fossil
Rim overlook. Supper Saturday night will be at the new and romantic Riverhouse Restaurant
in Glen Rose. As always, there will be a champagne-fueled Stoker Poetry reading by the
captains Saturday night! Sunday's all-downhill return will feature a brunch at Cleburne State
Park. Of course lots of tiny little back roads, beautiful weather and camaraderie.
Start will be 10ish or whenever the stokers are ready, at Lowell Smith Middle School in
Cleburne, at the corner of Nolan River and Country Club (N32.31578, W97.41037). SAG for
dunnage and on-road support, naturally. Teams may stay overnight anywhere in Glen Rose
they please; there are lots of nice B&Bs and several new motels (we're staying at the La
Quinta).
Contact & RSVP:
Tom Shaddox
972-517-4534
res1rrzj@verizon.net
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DATES Halloween Ride

Led by Scott and Mindy Mashburn
Oct. 31 - Nov. 1
Scott and Mindy Mashburn will be leading the Halloween ride this year because John and
Brenda will be out of town until just before it. The ride will essentially be the same as in
recent years.
Date:
From:
Distance:
Lodging:
Food:
Cost:

Sat. Oct. 31 and Sun Nov. 1. 9 am start time
Purtis Creek State Park in Mabank to Tyler and back
Approx. 60 miles each way, with options to add or subtract about 10 miles each
way
Comfort Inn and Suites
Lunch stop in Edom at the Edom Bakery and Café, happy hour at the hotel
(BYOB and snacks to share), dinner at one of several restaurants within walking
distance of the hotel, breakfast included in the rate.
Your hotel and food

Full Disclosure: This is a self supported ride. There is no sag service, so everyone must carry
their overnight essentials via panniers or trailer.
Everyone needs to make their own reservations at the Comfort Inn and Suites. The rates are
$80.99 with AARP or any corporate discount or $89.99 per night. This includes breakfast. The
phone number is 903-534-0999. You need to make these as soon as possible. We did not
block rooms because we could not cancel within 2 weeks of the event w/o paying a full
night’s rate.
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Gateway to Texas Get-a-Way Tandem Tour
October 9-10

It is once again time to start planning and registering for this year's Gateway to Texas Get-aWay Tandem Tour. This will be our third year to hold the tour, and it will also be the third
name we have used for the tour; a trend that should end with this year's tour. Many of you
know that we have an extended bicycle tour in June which is named the Gateway to Texas
Get-a-Way Tour. For simplicity sake we have decided to use the same name for our October
tour with the additional designation that this is a tandem only tour.
We are a week ahead of last year's schedule for getting our initial notification sent out, so
this is a little improvement in that regard. There is only one change from last year's event
which is based on feedback from last year's riders. Saturday night's dinner will be a catered
event and will be held at the loft above the Corner Gallery, which is located on The Square
across from the 101 1/2 Saloon. In order to cover the cost of the meal we are increasing the
cost of registration to $75 per team from $50 per team.
In addition to Saturday Night's meal, registration will cover evening entertainment (which
those of you who were here last year will well recall), breakfast for those not staying at the
Courthouse Inn (breakfast is included there), and other incidental expenses. As was the case
in previous years, riders will be responsible for lodging (except those camping or staying at
cabins), lunch and Friday Night's dinner.
Schedule:
Friday (10/09)
Check-in/Registration will be anytime after 12:00 at the Red River County Chamber of
Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square). Additional directions will be provided at
registration to specific accommodations depending on preference (B & B/Red River
Inn/Cabins-see below).
A short ride of 20-30 miles will be planned for Friday afternoon, with no specific start time.
Dinner will be on your own, however, we will have one or two designated restaurants where
we will be providing an open bar (beer and wine). A restored saloon (circa. 1895) in historic
Downtown Clarksville will be open for mingling and getting acquainted from 6:00 to 7:00 &
8:00 to 10:00.
Saturday (10/10)
Breakfast will be provided at your lodging location between 7:30 to 8:30.
For the ride, we will hold a mass start at 9:30. This will allow any riders who want to drive
over from Dallas on Saturday to attend. While there will be a mass start, riders who want to
start earlier or later will have that option (anytime between 8:30 to 10:00). Two ride
distances will be available for 40-45 miles and 70-85 miles. This is a reasonably flat, but very
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scenic and fun ride with minimal traffic. The routes will be a marked and SAGed with rest
stops every 15-25 miles.
Dinner will be catered and will be served at 7:00 at the loft over the Corner Gallery, which is
located on The Square. The 101 1/2 Saloon will also be open from 6:00 to 7:00 & 8:30 to
10:00 or after.
Sunday (10/11)
Breakfast will again be provided at the location of your accommodations, but will be served
earlier to allow time for the ride and time to get home at a reasonable time (6:30-7:30).
The ride on Sunday will start at 8:00 and will cover a distance of 25-35 miles.
Other Details:
Accommodations:
The Courthouse Inn Bed & Breakfast located in downtown Clarksville is the most charming
option. Space is limited to 6 teams. Please call 903-427-0801 or 903-427-5435 to make your
reservations. Please indicate that you will be participating in the Tandem Rally as they have
blocked all rooms for us for the weekend.
The Oaks which is B&B style without the breakfast. This a lovely restored old farm house
with two bedrooms. It is great for two teams who enjoy each others company. Please call
Mary Hausler at 903-427-2808 for reservations.
Cabins are situated on the lake at Clarksville Country Club about 6 miles north of downtown.
These will be available at no charge; space is limited to 5-6 teams. Please notify me (Rob)
via email of your interest in these accommodations.
Camping at the Rowley Ranch (about 10 miles east of town) which includes space for 3 to 4
campers. All hookups are available including outdoor hot water showers. Campfires/cooking
out/grilling out are all OK and one or more grills will be available for general use, if desired.
Please notify me (Rob) via email of your interest in these accommodations.
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They offer
remodeled and nonsmoking rooms some with mini refrigerators and microwaves. The rooms
aren't plush, but they are nice and clean. My family frequently stays there.
Breakfast will be provided on site at all locations.
Cost:
$75 per team which includes breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, entertainment Friday and
Saturday evening, and dinner on Saturday.
Support:
Saturday and Sunday rides will be supported (sponsor patrolled) and maps provided. Rest
stops will be provided at 15-25 mile intervals on Saturday only.
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Clarksville/Red River County:
Population is 3,800 and 14,000, respectively. Clarksville was founded in 1833 and Red River
County was the gateway into Texas for the first settlers including Davy Crockett and Sam
Houston. The roads are well maintained, reasonably flat, with only minor to modest traffic.
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Registration Form
This ride is limited to the first 30 teams who sign up for the ride prior to October 1, 2009.
Registration will be accomplished by notifying Rob Rowley, the ride coordinator, via email
(rob.rowley@yahoo.com), with the following information:
Team Name:
Captain's Name:
Stoker's Name:
Address:
Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Overnight Accommodations:
Bed and Breakfast - (You need to make your own reservations at the numbers noted
above)
Red River Inn - (You need to make you own reservations at the number noted above)
Cabins - (Available to the first 5 teams requesting these accommodations)
Camping - (Available for the first 4 teams requesting these accommodations)
A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Contact Names:
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rob.rowley@yahoo.com or
clarksville.admin@ltcmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-3858 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Diane Peek 903-427-2645
(redrivercc@1starnet.com)
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

Plano Bicycle
Association/

Monday,

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

8:00 am

Bob Woodruff Park
in Plano

Warren
Casteel

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

214-352-7446
warren@wacasteel.com

20 - 60 miles

See Newsletter for details

46 & 58 miles

Additional information will be sent
to DATES members by email

-

See trols.doubledates.com for
additional information

-

See Newsletter for details

-

See Newsletter for details

DATES Labor Day
Ride and Picnic

Sept. 7

Lancaster Ride

Sunday, Sept. 13

8:00 am

Lancaster Town
Square

Chuck &
Kris Carlson

TROLS Tandem
Rally

Sept. 18 - 20

-

Jefferson, TX

Jimmy &
Kelly Duval

Stoker
Appreciation Ride

Oct. 3 -4

-

Cleburne, TX

Tom and
Brenda
Shaddox

Gateway to Texas
Get-a-Way
Tandem Tour

Oct. 9 -10

-

Clarksville, TX

Rob and
Kay Rowley

-

DATES Halloween
Ride

Oct. 31 - Nov. 1

Purtis Creek State
Park to Tyler, TX

Scott and
Mindy
Mashburn

smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

972.248.8481 (h)
mac.carlson@mac.com
972-517-4534
res1rrzj@verizon.net

See more rides on the new DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve the right
to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the mailing date to be
included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD. Copy
should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX 752022785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in December or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES COORDINATORS

Roane & Juanita Logan

214.686.5577 (c)

roane.logan@swst.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Chuck and Kris Carlson

972.248.8481 (h)

mac.carlson@mac.com

______________________________

kris365@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.460.3275 (h)

john_j_mcmanus@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Tom and Brenda Shaddox

972-517-4534 (h)

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson
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Dallas Area

214.352.7446 (b)

HOT-LINE

Out of Town

1.800.875.5662 (b)
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