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Ride & Pool Party

Swimming pool, hotdogs, apple pie, and tandems.
July 4, Meet at 8:30am; Ride at 9am

Hosted by Roane and Juanita Logan
3403 Summer Place Court
Farmers Branch, TX 75234
Get your red, white & blue on for a casual ride through Dallas on the 4th of July. Typically we
see at least 3 parades, including the Highland Park Parade. There are always lots of children
out on their bicycles, all decorated for the 4th. The kids get a kick out of seeing the
tandems. (We may be the most grown-up cyclists on the road.) By the way, the kids have
out-decorated us in the past. Let’s try harder this year!
The ride passes through Preston Hollow and Highland Park for a 30 mile loop. Roane and I
rode the route last weekend and noticed quite a few new homes, and several for sale.
Maybe you can pick one out for yourself.
Cool off in the pool afterward and join us for hot dogs and fixin’s. As for beverages, we will
provide soft drinks and water; please feel free to bring your own personal swill of choice.
Directions: From I-635, exit Webb Chapel. North on Webb Chapel to Oakbrook. Right on
Oakbrook. Right on Gatwick. Follow Gatwick around as it curves to the left. Left on
Summer Place, which is a cul-de-sac. Please RSVP to juanitalogan.yahoo.com or 214-6865577 so we will have enough lunch. We’d love to see you.

.

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 352-7446 or 1-800-875-5662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

JULY 2009

PAGE 3

DATES Blue Ridge Ride
Sunday, July 12, 2009

TIME:
PLACE:
LEADER:
DISTANCES:
MAPS:
LUNCH:

7:00 AM – to beat the heat !
Blue Ridge Town Square, Blue Ridge, TX
Warren & Audre Casteel, Jeff & Heather Lingo
approx. 30, 46, 63, 74
Provided
TBD in Blue Ridge, or in McKinney on the way back

Come out to Blue Ridge EARLY for a nice ride in the country. This has been a DATES regular
ride since the mid 90’s. It will be hot, so bring lots of water!
Directions: Go North on Hwy 75 from the Metroplex; exit 121 in Melissa (North of McKinney);
Right on 545 just out of Melissa; Right on 78 Business in downtown Blue Ridge; Immediate
right into the town square.

Lonesome Dove Loop
Sunday July 26, 2009

TIME:
PLACE:

7:00 am
Southlake - Southwest Corner of Kimball &
114 - Closed Circuit City Parking Lot
LEADERS:
Ronnie & Nanette Bryant
DISTANCES: approx 30, 50
MAPS:
Provided
LUNCH:
Lots of choices
Come on out and enjoy some nice riding. The long
route goes around Lake Grapevine through the horse
ranches of Copper Canyon.
Directions: Go west on Hwy 114 through Grapevine and
then take the Kimball exit. Turn left and then right into
the shopping center. Look for our Silver Mazda Van.
Call 817 925-6632 if you get lost.
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Post Hotter N Hell Ride
Sunday, August 30
Wichita Falls, Texas
Time: 8:00 am
Where: Boys and Girls Club parking lot; corner of Maurine St. and Beverly Drive
Distance: Approx. 30 miles, or less if the group chooses
Ride Hosts: Alan & Renee Kailer
Contact Information: 214-208-0267 or 214-914-2335
RSVP’s: Appreciated, but not required
Join Alan and Renee Kailer for a late summer ride through the Wichita Falls country side. As
always, expect smooth
roads and no hills!
We will begin at 8:00 AM
from the Boys and Girls
Club parking lot at the
corner of Maurine Street
and Beverly Drive. We’ll
ride at a relaxed pace
through the country for
approximately 30 miles.
To reach the Boy and
Girls Club from downtown,
head north on I-44 and
turn west (left) at the
Maurine Street exit. (Herb
Easley Chevrolet will be
on your right and La
Quinta Hotel will be on
your left.) The club is less
than 1 mile from I-44.
Also let us know if you
would like to join us for
dinner (most likely
Mexican food, of course)
on Saturday evening.
For additional information
on the HH100 events on
Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, check out the
schedule at:
www.hh100.org.
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2009 SWTR Pre-Tour (Part II) – Willow City Loop
Ride Hosted by Ronnie & Nanette Bryant
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson (edited by Linda Vinson)
During our stay in Fredericksburg the week of April 20th, it worked out that Ronnie & Nanette
Bryant were hosting/leading the Willow City Loop Ride on Thursday, April 23rd. This was
considered an official DATES ride. The ride called for everyone to meet at the Marketplatz at
8:30 AM. As it turned out, the group consisted of Ronnie & Nanette and Linda & I. The
Willow City Loop is considered the crown jewel of cycling routes in Texas and beyond.
This is a 55-mile route that takes cyclists through some of the most beautiful parts of the
Texas Hill Country. For detailed information regarding the Willow City Loop, click on the
http://www.cycletexas.com/routes/willow_loop.html link. We really lucked out in regards to
the weather. It was overcast but not threatening. Winds out of the south and temperatures
in the 70’s. Ronnie and Nanette had been renting a place in Fredericksburg as well. We
were caught off-guard when we saw Ronnie & Nanette riding up to the Marketplatz, we
asked them if they had ridden from Kerrville. LOL!
As most everyone knows, this is a popular route not only for cyclists but also for
motorcyclists and motorists during the height of the wildflower season. Unfortunately this
was a bad year for wildflowers due to the drought in Texas. Instead of riding on Texas
Highway 16, we chose Adams Street. This route keeps us from the traffic. North Adams
takes us to Lower Crabapple. Our route took us left onto Lower Crabapple in a northerly
direction. This is where we encountered the “Fredericksburg Foothills” on the edge of
Fredericksburg. In years past when Linda and I have done the Willow City Loop, we have,
for some unknown reason, taken Lower Crabapple out and back which Linda just hated.
Lower Crabapple is a very scenic segment of the route but it’s a challenging segment as well,
especially after having climbed the Willow City “Ledge”.
Anyway, Lower Crabapple is fun and challenging at the same time. LOL! Linda and I have
ridden with Ronnie & Nanette many times in the past and we always have a great time riding
with them. Everything was going great on the ride until we hit “Mt. Crabapple”. It was here
that Linda and I dropped a chain while on the climb. We told Ronnie & Nanette to go ahead
to the top and we would join them up there. It didn’t take me long to get the chain back on.
Once I had the chain on, I made a decision that Linda will never let me forget. Linda asked
me if we should take the bike back down to the start of the climb. My ego got in the way
and I said that we can start from where we were. I knew we were in the small ring so I
thought it would be no problem. Little did I know. Linda and I mounted the tandem and
began the climb. I don’t even think we did one complete revolution, we were in a “track
stand”. The next thing I know, I can’t unclip and we slowly fall over on our left side.
LOL! I took the brunt of the fall. I suffered some road rash on my elbow while Linda
suffered some road rash on the top of one of her fingers. As for the bike, it was just fine.
LOL! Here we were lying on the ground and I still could not unclip. That had to been a
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sight. Linda was able to unclip. Once she got herself out from under the bike, she helped
me unclip my right foot. With my pride hurt more than anything else, we walked the bike
down the hill to the base. After I had the bike turned around facing the hill, we mounted up
to attempt the climb again.
We took off and boom, the chain came off again and this time it was really bad. It was so
bad, the chain had doubled up above the chainstay. It was not pretty. Linda and I moved
the bike to the side of the road and took off the rear tire. The chain would not come down
from above the chainstay. All this time, Ronnie & Nanette were wondering where we where.
They decided to make their way back down the hill. Lo and behold, they saw us there
working on the bike. LOL!
Now this was a sight to see. All four of us were huddled around the bike trying to get the
chain straightened out. It was not looking good. We were starting to think that our Willow
City Loop Ride was coming to an abrupt end. Then, Ronnie decided to take off the small
ring. After removing 5 screws, the little ring dropped down and we were able to drop the
chain down below the chainstay. Next, Ronnie put the small ring back on. Once Ronnie had
the small ring back on, we put the rear tire back on and then placed the chain back on the
sprockets.
Everything seemed to be fine so we decided to continue on. Many thanks to Ronnie and
Nanette for being there for us. The climb up “Mt. Crabapple” was uneventful. No problems
with the chain or gearing. We were relieved. As for my decision to start in the middle of the
hill, that will never happen again. Once we reached the summit, we had a wonderful view
back towards Fredericksburg. As for the descent, this was a very nice descent. Linda and I
were being a little cautious on the descents due to what happened with the chain plus an
incident (bike shimmy) we had last year while cycling this same route.
As for Ronnie and Nanette, they were blazing down the descent. Once we reached the base
of the descent, we crossed a creek and then made our way to Eckert Road. We made a right
on Eckert Road and began making our way east towards State Highway 16. The Hill Country
scenery is very nice along this route. There is one climb on this route, “Eckert Hill”. This
climb sweeps to the left bearing north for a short period of time.
Eckert Road ends at S.H. 16. After making a left on S.H. 16, we began heading north. S.H.
16 offers up some beautiful vistas of the Texas Hill Country. After a short climb, we then
made a long descent. This is an unbelievable descent. In years past, Linda and I have hit
speeds approaching 50 MPH. Last year we experienced the shimmy I mention above and
that was a bad experience. I was definitely gun-shy this time around. As for Ronnie &
Nanette, they flew down the descent. We didn’t see them again until we made the right
onto Willow City Loop.
Once on Willow City Loop, we took a short break. This is a neat segment. The Willow City
Loop offers up some great scenery along with some nice rolling hills. It’s a smooth 2-lane
road with cattle guards included. Some of these cattle guards are pretty rough so you need
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to be careful. It was on this same segment that Ronnie proposed to Nanette 9 years ago.
They told us the story how this came about. It was a neat story. We told them to let us
know the exact spot so we could get a photo-op. See photo.
After the photo-op,
we resumed our
ride along the
Willow City Loop.
The anticipation
among the four of
us was growing due
to the looming
Willow City “Ledge”.
You know you are
about to hit it
because you can
see where the road
swept to the right
along the “ledge”.
This time, I made
sure I was in the
small ring so we
didn’t have any
chain incidents.
The climb went
much better than we anticipated. We’ve done this climb before and we know what it’s like.
We just took our time and made our way up. You don’t realize how long the climb actually
is. It seems to go on forever. The view to the right along the ledge is spectacular. Rumor
has it at least. As for the climb, it seems that it finally reaches the summit when you reach
Willow City.
Once we reached Willow City, we knew the worst of the climbing was behind us. We
stopped at the General Store/Post office for refueling. Perfect timing to say the least. After
about 15 minutes, we resumed our ride back to Fredericksburg. The Willow City Loop ends
on RR 1323. We began making our way southeast. Not far from Willow City, we make a
right onto Herber-Schaefer Road. This segment was mostly flat and very quiet from a traffic
standpoint.
The scenery was very nice. At one point, we came upon some sheep that were near the
road. There were some small lambs that were sticking close to their mother. They were so
cute. Anyway, one of those little lambs began racing along side of us. At first we thought
the little lamb was chasing us. Later on we figured out that the sheep was probably
frightened by Ronnie & Nanette since they were riding behind us. LOL! It’s too bad we
didn’t have a camera.
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This segment was perfect for us in regards to refreshing us a little bit after climbing the
Willow City “Ledge”. Herber-Schaefer Road ended at Rural Route 1631. We made a right
onto RR 1631 and began the final stretch back to Fredericksburg. This segment just
happened to be the longest segment of the route. We were heading in a southwesterly
direction.
On this segment, there are two climbs worth noting. The first climb is referred to as
“Sawtooth 1631”. This is a relatively short climb. The second climb is closer to town and is
referred to as the “Palo Alto Slope”. This is a long steady climb. No matter, this segment
was very nice in regards to the scenery. Once we climbed the “Palo Alto Slope”, we made
our way into town. Part of this segment was included in the “Tuesday Nighter” route we did
on Sunday earlier in the week. The “Landfill Hill” was a nice descent into town.
RR 1631 brought us back to U.S. 290. We made a right on 290 and made our way back to
the downtown area. Ronnie & Nanette were kind enough to share with us their $10.00 gift
certificate to an ice cream shop in downtown Fredericksburg. We really enjoyed our day of
riding with Ronnie & Nanette. It was definitely good training for the upcoming SWTR in
Kerrville. Many thanks to Ronnie & Nanette for leading this ride and also helping us out with
our bike.
As for the Willow City Loop Ride, what a great ride. It is definitely a crown jewel. On a side
note, later that evening we hooked up with Ronnie & Nanette plus Harry & Janette
Thompson for a wonderful dinner at the Hill Top Café. See the picture below.
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2009 SWTR Ride Report
Rally Hosted by Dale & Linda Krueger and TxCATS
April 24th – 26th
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson (Edited by Linda Vinson)
Photos Courtesy of Kris Carlson
Linda and I topped off a great week of cycling in Fredericksburg by making the 30 minute
drive south to Kerrville for this year’s Southwest Tandem Rally. This marked the 19th
anniversary of the SWTR. This year’s rally was hosted by Dale & Linda Krueger and the
TxCATS tandem club of Austin. Participation for this year’s SWTR was 57 teams. Fourteen
states were represented.
Kerrville was the host town and it provided some great tandem cycling routes. Official rally
headquarters were provided by The Inn of the Hills Resort and Conference Center. This
hotel was situated on the west side of Kerrville in very close proximity to the Guadalupe
River. The Inn of the Hills is a very expansive hotel with nice amenities such as a pool,
access to a fitness center, banquet rooms, restaurant, and a bar.
Friday, April 24th:
Friday started off with registration/packet pick-up at the hotel. After that, it was the “Ice
Cream Social” ride. There were 3 route options for Friday’s ride. A 13-mile, 21-mile, and the
21-mile with an extension to 29 miles. Since Linda and I didn’t get checked in until 3:00 PM,
we opted for the 13-mile route so we could get back, get cleaned up, and make the social
hour at 5:30 PM.
The 13-mile route took us on a spin along the Guadalupe River in both directions. The ride
started out of the hotel parking lot. We headed south along the Guadalupe River. Kerrville
has done a very nice job of developing its riverfront district. We made our way towards the
downtown area. At approximately 2 miles, we made the turn southwest to cross the
Guadalupe River.
Due to our late start, traffic was somewhat heavy, especially since it was a Friday. Once we
crossed the Guadalupe, we turned back to the northwest to follow the river in the opposite
direction. Even though the traffic was a little heavy, we had no problem making our way
along the river. Compared to what we heard about the 21-mile and 29-mile route options,
this route was fairly flat. More than anything else, they were gentle rolling hills.
The northwest route along the Guadalupe was very scenic. This route, Spur 98, was a little
more elevated as compared to the other side of the river. At about 6 miles, we made a turn
towards the northeast and crossed back over the river again. At this point, we began making
our way through several residential areas. At approximately 7.5 miles we were out of the
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neighborhoods of Kerrville. At approximately 9 miles, we made a right turn on Town Creek
Road, making our way southeast. This was a very nice segment of the route.
We continued downstream along Town Creek and hooked up with Warren & Audre Casteel.
They had already ridden the longer route option. From here the four of us made our way
back to the hotel. We were on Town Creek Road for almost 2 miles. At approximately 11
miles, we were back in the Kerrville neighborhoods. We encountered two intersections that
were a little tricky in regards to blind spots where you couldn’t see the traffic until they were
right upon you. Needless to say, we had no problems.

Our route brought us back to Guadalupe Street which is where we started. We rode back to
the hotel along the Guadalupe River. Before reaching the hotel parking lot, we stopped for
some ice cream “the Ice Cream Social” along the Guadalupe River. What a setting! It was
sort of like a concrete pier overlooking the river. At this pier, there was an Italian restaurant
and a very nice swimming pool that was available to the guests of The Inn of the Hills.
We met several nice couples while having some ice cream. This was a nice ending to a very
nice time of cycling. Even though I would have preferred the 29-mile option, it was nice just
to be on the bike and seeing Kerrville for the first time. One of the many nice things about
these tandem rallies is the chance to see friends we haven’t seen in a while and also meeting
new friends.
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Following the “Ice Cream Social” ride, Linda and I attended the Social Hour at the Inn Pub.
This was a very nice hour of socializing and catching up with friends. Following the Social
Hour, everyone moved to the Gazebo Grand Master area of the Convention Center for a
“Mexican Fiesta” dinner buffet. This was very good. The hotel staff did a great job from a
food standpoint and also from a service standpoint. Everyone seemed to have a very nice
time.
For those that were looking for more entertainment after the dinner, the Inn Pub was having
live music. For Linda and me, we were ready to call it a day and get ready for the next day
of cycling.
Saturday, April 25th:
Saturday started off with a wonderful breakfast buffet in the main restaurant. We had no
problem fueling up for Saturday’s ride. The pre-ride briefing took place at 8:30 AM and then
the mass start at 8:45 AM. Saturday offered five route options. The descriptions below were
taken directly from the SWTR brochure that was put together by Kim & Ken Weigel of
TxCATS (they did an excellent job on the brochure).
•
•
•

•
•

36-Mile Option (flatter loop): (Center Point) The flatter Center Point option climbs out
of the Guadalupe River valley to a scenic ridge and descends to follow Turtle Creek
and the Guadalupe River downstream to lunch.
36-Mile Option (hillier loop): (Center Point) The hillier Center Point option follows the
Comfort Loop until Stoneleigh Road then heads south towards Center Point for lunch.
49-mile Option: (Comfort Loop) The Comfort Loop option ridge-hops from the
Guadalupe River valley to Cypress Creek valley back to the Guadalupe River valley
with a visit to the historic shopping district of Comfort before a pleasant valley-floor
ride to lunch on the banks of the Guadalupe River in Center Point.
69-mile Option: (Comfort plus Loop) The Comfort Plus option extends beyond
Comfort down river among the valley-edge hills.
100-mile Option: (Luckenbach Loop) The Luckenbach option, for the truly
committed… a ride through Comfort over the ridge to Luckenbach, Texas. YES, the
Luckenbach made famous by Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson.

Linda and I chose the 69-mile option. With the mass start, everyone had a chance to chat
since the pace was very leisurely. We had a little bit of rain to deal with but nothing serious.
From the hotel parking lot, we began making our way east-southeasterly direction along the
Guadalupe River. At the 3.05 mile mark, we began riding away from the river.
It was at this point that we began making our way out of Kerrville. We had no problem with
traffic during the segments through town. We were riding with Teams Bryants, Carlsons,
Hoyts, Thompsons, and Watsons during this segment. This part of the route offered up
some nice “Texas rollers”. The pace was starting to pick up through these rollers. LOL!
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The scenery was
very nice. It’s
amazing how pretty
the Texas Hill
Country really is. It
makes the cycling
even better. As we
were riding along,
we noticed that our
mass start was
getting smaller. At
one point, Linda and
I were between two
packs. Eventually,
we caught up with
Ronnie and Nanette.
From this point on,
we were always
with Ronnie &
Nanette.

Our destination during this part of the 69-mile route was Comfort, Texas. Comfort is a
quaint little town located southeast of Kerrville. Rural Route 1341 was a great route. Not
only did we have the Texas rollers and pretty scenery, we had nice roads with low traffic.
Just before making our turn onto Old Cypress Creek Road, we were joined by a group of
HATS riders including Mike & Susan Mahoney.
There was a little confusion on the part of the HATS contingent in regards to what turn we
were supposed to make. LOL! Mike Mahoney even went as far as telling us that he knew
the route. LOL! Well, it just so happened, as we approached Old Cypress Creek Road to
make a left turn, Mike & Susan led the HATS contingent straight. We yelled out that they
were missing the turn. It definitely made for some light humor when they eventually caught
up with us.
From here, we all rode together into Comfort. Old Cypress Creek Road is one of those
cycling gems. It offered up great road surface with a lot of twists and turns and very little
traffic. We were definitely enjoying the ride. Before getting to Comfort, there was confusion
again with the lead pack that included Laura Roberts & Pete Holverson (we referred to this
group as the hammerhead group). For some reason they were making their way in the
opposite direction that we were going. We kept trying to tell them they were going in the
wrong direction.
Old Cypress Creek Road took us to Cypress Creek Road. It was along this stretch that we
saw some beautiful old homes. We had no idea we were in Comfort. Cypress Creek Road
turned into Broadway. It was here that we had our first break. This rest stop was located in
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the town’s park. Like the town of Comfort, the park was very quaint. A group of high school
girls were getting a parade float ready for a festival later in the summer.
Don & D’Ann Hunt took advantage of the rest stop by making some new friends.
We had traveled just over
20 miles at this point.
Everyone took advantage
of the facilities and refueled
for the remaining 50 miles
of the ride. Once everyone
was ready, we mounted up
and continued our way
until our next stop in
Waring. Now, it was just
Ronnie & Nanette and
Linda & me. We always
enjoy riding with Ronnie &
Nanette. It was the four of
us that did the Willow City
Loop in Fredericksburg just
two days ago. We did
have a group of cyclists ahead of us and behind us as we were leaving Comfort.
Again, the pace picked up as we made our way along Rural Route 473. At one point, a
group of tandem cyclists that were behind us caught up with us and we proceeded to join
them in their paceline. It wasn’t until the 30.83 mile mark that it was just the four of us
again. We were having
great weather for this time
of the year. It was overcast
but no rain and the winds
were light. As for the roads
and scenery, they didn’t
disappoint us.
When we made the right
onto Zoeller Road, we had a
straight shot south on a
gradual downhill. Talk about
the pace picking up. LOL!
The four of us seemed to be
gliding along. The stretch
along Zoeller Road lasted
about 5 miles. We had no
idea it was going to get even
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better. The route called for us to take a right on Waring-Welfare Road. This was an even
better stretch in regards to scenery. It was here that we came along a waterway (it might
have been the Guadalupe River) which was lined with old Cypress trees. It looked like
something out of Louisiana and the bayou.
As compared to the
straight line Zoeller
Road, Waring-Welfare
offered up nice rollers
with a lot of curves. This
segment took us into the
very small town of
Waring. This was our
second rest stop (even
though it was not listed
as a rest stop on the cue
sheet). It was here that
we met up with the lead
group that had been
confused on Old Cypress
Creek Road and were
heading in the opposite
direction that we were
heading.
After some refueling, we started back up again and began making our way to the lunch stop.
We were now heading in a west-northwest direction back towards Comfort. Looking at the
69-mile route on the map, it resembled a figure eight with Comfort being the cross point.
Rural Route 1621 offered up some good riding. Again, we had very little traffic to deal with
and some nice scenery to take in.
The weather was holding out nicely for us as well. The sun was staying in and the rain was
staying away. At one point of this segment on RR 1621, we had to cross under Interstate
10. There was some confusion on our part as to whether we were on the right track. LOL!
After some discussion we decided we were going the right way.
This time, we entered Comfort from the southwest and saw a part of Comfort we didn’t see
the first time. The “downtown” area was really neat. Little retail shops and restaurants lined
the main drag. Linda thought Comfort would be a nice place to revisit sometime. We
decided to make a quick stop at the park again. We kept this stop brief since we were only
11 miles from the lunch stop.
From the park, we went out of Comfort the same way we had come in the first time. This
time, we stayed on Cypress Creek Road instead of turning onto Old Cypress Creek Road.
This part of the ride reminded me a lot of the “Little Switzerland” area outside of
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Fredericksburg. We weren’t on Cypress Creek Road very long before we made a left-hand
turn onto Schadoer Lane.
This segment was even shorter. Within a mile, we made a right on Wilson Creek Road. This
road offered up some nice Texas Rollers. It was during this segment that we saw a group of
deer running along a fence line that was too tall for them to jump over. They kept looking
for a way to get over and cross the road ahead of us until they realized there was no way out
and they had to make their way across the field. It was fun watching them.
At the 50.85 mile mark, we reached Highway 27 and made a right. Even though this was a
state highway, it provided a nice wide shoulder for us. We had less than 5 miles to the lunch
stop. I think all of us were starting to feel a little hungry and we were ready to stop for
lunch. LOL! Needless to say, those approximately 5 miles were long 5 miles.
We finally arrived into Center Point. The lunch stop was located along the Guadalupe River.
It was a great place for a lunch stop. We were not the only ones there during that time.
The lunch was provided by Subway. It was perfect. It really hit the spot. Once we finished
up lunch, we were ready to resume the ride and the 14 miles back to Kerrville.
From the lunch stop, we crossed the river and began making our northwest. We made a left
on Centerpoint River Road and followed the river for about 4 miles. This segment went by
very fast. On Wharton Road, we were treated to a nice little surprise. I think Ronnie &
Nanette knew this was coming. We made a slight turn to the left and all of a sudden, here
was this “little” hill. It wasn’t long but it was steep and had a curve in it with a little plateau
before you climbed again. That really woke up our legs. LOL!
At the 60.45 mile mark, we made a right onto Highway 173. We had a nice shoulder to ride
on. You could tell we were in the river valley. Everywhere we looked, we saw hillsides and
ridge lines. We were on Highway 173 for about 5 miles. At the 65.25 mile mark, we made a
right onto Highway 16. For those of you that are familiar with the state highways here in
Texas, Highway 16 is a great driving route. This will take you through Fredericksburg and
continues north through De Leon and intersects Interstate 20. De Leon is the home of the
Melon Patch Tour, a DATES favorite.
Highway 16 took us north into Kerrville. Once in the Kerrville city limits, all we had left was a
few city streets to get us back to the hotel. Once on Water Street, we were just backtracking
where we had started earlier in the day. It was a great ride. We really enjoyed riding with
Ronnie & Nanette as we always do. The route offered up some great scenery and lightly
traveled roads. Once we arrived at the hotel, I told Linda I was going to clean up the bike
before putting it up. It just so happened that the hotel had a “Bike Wash” station out in the
parking lot. I’m pretty sure that “Bike Wash” meant motorcycles but no matter, I decided to
take advantage of it.
When we do these extended cycling getaways, I always take my bike stand and my bike
cleaning accessories so I can wash the bike if it has rained. I know, it sounds pretty anal.
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LOL! So I took the tandem and my vehicle over to the bike wash area and got everything set
up. As I was doing this, Mike Mahoney began making his way over. We chatted while I
began working on the bike. Within a few minutes, 3 other guys including Don Hunt and
Reggie Bowers came over to keep me company.
As time went on, the crowd started growing. Linda and Kay Watson decided to take a walk
and as they walked by, they got a kick out of seeing me washing the bike while I had an
audience. After 45 minutes, Linda and Kay had returned from their walk and they were
amazed at how large the group had become. At this point, I had finished up the bike and
had put it in our SUV. I decided to just kick back and visit with everyone.
We had everything we needed out there. We had a cooler of water and sodas, some beer,
and chips from the lunch stop. Linda and Kay thought it was great how we were all
congregated out there. Chuck Carlson and Jim Hoyt even joined us after they had returned
from the ride. Moments like this really make these tandem rallies special. People really don’t
care where they gather. They just want to hang out and socialize. If we didn’t have an
agenda to follow we would have probably been out there the remainder of the day.
I decided I needed to get up to the room and get cleaned up for the social hour and dinner.
As I was leaving, Susan Mahoney, Linda Bowers, and D’Ann Hunt were bringing chairs out. I
would have to estimate that there were about 20 people out there. That was the best time I
have ever had cleaning up my bike. Before I forget, the bike looked great! LOL!
The Social Hour went from 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM in the hotel bar. Finger foods were provided.
Linda took advantage of both social hours to sell tandem and single decals to raise money for
the 2010 SWTR. We had a nice visit with everyone. A lot of the talk was about the day’s
cycling. Before we knew it, it was time to head into the banquet room for a nice Italian
dinner.
Saturday night’s dinner was very good. As has been the case for past SWTRs, this SWTR
was no exception. After dinner, very nice door prizes were given away. Youngest and oldest
teams were recognized. Teams Watson and Hoyts were recognized for their streak of
“registering” for every SWTR. Two couples were recognized for riding the 100-mile route.
The SWTR hosts were recognized. A new tradition was introduced (actually, it is a carry over
from the TROLs rally. Reggie Bowers was introduced as the official “hugger” for the
recipients of the door prizes. It was fun watching the door prize winners get their hug from
Reggie Bowers.
Finally, the 2010 SWTR location was announced. As most of you know, Linda is leading the
2010 SWTR committee and she took a few minutes to announce the location. As she
announced the location, she added an accessory to her attire as a hint as to where. See the
picture below.
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The crowd loved it.
For those of you
that have not
heard, the 2010
SWTR will be held
in Paris, Texas.
There will be more
information to come
in the future.
Getting back to the
Saturday night
event, everyone
seemed to really
have a good time.
The door prizes
were very nice as
always. The last
item on the agenda
was ride logistics
for Sunday’s ride.
Sunday, April 26th:
Sunday started off with a very nice breakfast in the main restaurant. The day was overcast
with some misting. Since Linda and I did not ride on Sunday**, I will use the route
description that was provided in the official SWTR brochure.
“Sunday’s route is an out-and-back to the ranch plateau north of Kerrville by way of Town
Creek. A fitting last ride in the Hill Country… this road is so lightly traveled and deep into
ranch land it will seem as if you are on a private road at times. After 4 miles you will turn
onto McCullough Road and head into the ranches. The planned turn around point is at
Ranch Road 2093 at 19 miles, with a little stop “if nature calls” at 12 miles. You can make
the turn at what ever point best suits your Kerrville departure needs.”
Even though Linda and I did not ride the Sunday ride, we heard a lot of great things about
the route. After hearing some of the comments, I wish now we would have ridden that last
day. Oh well. We had a great weekend of cycling or I should say a great week of cycling
with our stay in Fredericksburg prior to the SWTR in Kerrville.
Kudos go out to Dale & Linda Krueger and TxCATS for a job well done. Linda and I thought
this was a very nice SWTR. From the excellent routes to the evening dinners, we had a
wonderful time. It was great seeing everyone and meeting new friends. As for Kerrville, we
really enjoyed our time there. For those of you that were in attendance at this year’s SWTR,
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I hope you had as nice a time as we did. For those of you who were not able to attend this
year’s SWTR, I hope we see you in Paris, Texas for the 2010 SWTR. DATES is the host club.
**Note from Linda to all stokers**
Do not let your captain wash your tandem during a tandem rally! At the slightest threat of
rain, your captain will worry that the bike will get “dirty” and will not be inclined to ride!
There will be no bike washing at the 2010 SWTR!

DATES Affiliates with League of American Bicyclists
From John McManus
The mission of the League of American Bicyclists is to promote bicycling for fun, fitness and
transportation and to work through advocacy and education for a bicycle-friendly America.
Our club joined LAB primarily to get liability insurance at a reasonable rate, however it is an
organization which every cyclist should consider joining. The club has a membership of
300,000 affiliated cyclists, including 25,000 individuals and 700 affiliated organizations. The
U.S. has 57 million cyclists.
The League was founded as the League of American Wheelmen in 1880. Bicyclists, known
then as "wheelmen", were challenged by rutted roads of gravel and dirt and faced
antagonism from horsemen, wagon drivers, and pedestrians. In an effort to improve riding
conditions so they might better enjoy their newly discovered sport, more than 100,000
cyclists from across the United States joined the League to advocate for paved roads. The
success of the League in its first advocacy efforts ultimately led to our national highway
system.
For more information go to http://www.bikeleague.org/index.php
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DATES Pilot Point Ride
Hosted by Kris & Chuck Carlson
May 17th, 2009
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson - Photo Courtesy of Kris Carlson
The DATES Pilot Point Ride has always been a popular club ride. This year’s edition was
hosted by Kris & Chuck Carlson. As has been the case in the past, the ride started at the
Gazebo in the downtown square. The old downtown square is very charming. The agenda
called for everyone to meet at 8:15 AM for an 8:30 AM start.
The following teams were in attendance.
• Team Carlson (Hosts – Chuck & Kris)
• Team Baker (Mike & Sue)
• Team Ellenbogen (Paul & Rose)
• Team Bryant (Ronnie & Nanette)
• Team Dixon (Rick & Ann)
• Team Vinson (Kevin & Linda)
• Team Kemp (Franklin & Tricia)
• Harry Thompson (Janette was participating in a tennis tournament – We missed you
Janette)
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The distance options were as follows:
•
•
•

Short was 20 mostly flat miles through horse farm country.
Regular was 36 rolling miles through horse farm county and over the Lake Ray
Roberts Dam.
Long was up to 50 miles by adding a 9-mile eastern loop, a 5-mile western loop or
both.

The weather that day was gorgeous. A perfect day for tandem cycling. With that said, Linda
and I decided on the “54-mile” route. This was the long route with both loop options. We
were joined by 5 other teams. This ride report will focus on the 54-mile route. Below is a
description of the DATES Pilot Point Ride taken directly from Team Carlson’s newsletter write
up.
“This is a fairly flat, peaceful ride on quiet blacktops that take us through horse farm country
and out to Lake Ray Roberts, where we ride across the dam”.
This is a perfect description of the ride. Once Chuck provided us with the ride logistics, we
were on our way. Linda and I chose the 54-mile route (this included both loops). From the
downtown square, we made our way through a residential area. It wasn’t long and we were
making our way south on Massey Road running parallel with U.S. Highway 377. As the
description above states, the Pilot Point Ride takes us through horse farm country.
Right along Massey Road there are several established horse farms. Heading south on
Massey, we crossed FM 455. At the 4 mile mark, we made our way east on St. Johns Road.
This took us across U.S. Highway 377. At the 4.8 mile mark, we made a left onto Friendship.
This segment of the route took us through more horse farms. Friendship Road is a very nice
road with little traffic. It was during this segment that we started on the optional 9-mile
eastern loop.
Linda and I have done this ride every year that we have been in the club. We were
pleasantly surprised to find out we had never been on this part of the route. For the 9-mile
loop, we took Friendship east crossing FM 1385. At the 9.2 mile mark, we took a left on
Light Ranch Road and headed north. There was no traffic on this road. It was so nice.
Linda and I forgot how nice it is to ride in and around Pilot Point.
Light Ranch Road makes its way north before it begin to wind its way back toward the west
and back to FM 1385. Once we got back to FM 1385, we mad a left and headed south. It
just so happened on this day that we were having a northerly wind. It didn’t take us long to
take advantage of the tail wind and before we knew it, we were back at Friendship Road.
This time we made a right on Friendship Road west. At the 15.1 mile mark, we made a right
on Blackjack Road. Like most of the segments on this route, Blackjack Road offered up its
share of horse farms. Blackjack Road took us back to U.S. Highway 377. We crossed 377 on
last time and made a left on Magnolia at the 20.2 mile mark. This took us south for about a
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mile to Springhill Road. At Springhill Road, we made a left and took advantage of the
designated rest stop at the Exxon station and store.
After a refueling, all of us got back on the tandems (except for Harry since he was solo) and
continued back on Springhill Road. Going west, we made a left on Rockhill Road at the 21.7
mile mark. This segment offered up some nice “Texas rollers”. The pace seemed to be
picking up a little since we had the northerly wind at our backs. Not only did we get some
rollers on this segment, we also took advantage of the winding road.
At the 24.7 mile mark, we made a right on Rhoads Road. This was a very short segment. At
the 25.5 mile mark, we made a right on Wildcat Road. Heading in a northerly direction, we
continued on the rollers. It’s on this segment that we get a great downhill that takes us into
the FM 428 valley. The view at the peak of this descent is spectacular.
Once we arrived at FM 428, we made a left and continued west. There is a trail that runs
along a waterway that connects Lake Lewisville and Lake Ray Roberts. This is the US 380
Greenbelt Trail. This trail is great for off-road cycling, running, and walking. There is also an
equestrian trail. One of the rest stops for this trail is at FM 428. This rest stop is accessible
from the trail and also from FM 428. This rest stop was offered as a bathroom stop for the
ride.
No one raised their hands so we continued on our way. At the 29.3 mile mark, we made a
left on Elm Bottom. This was the start of the 5-mile loop. Again, there was no traffic to
speak of. We also took advantage of the rollers again. Heading south on Elm Bottom Road,
we pretty much made a loop back to FM 428. At the 32.5 mile mark, we made a right on FM
428. We weren’t on FM 428 very long. At one tenth of a mile, we made a left on Green
Valley Circle and made our way north.
I know I am probably sounding like a broken record but the roads were great and the traffic
was low on this segment. At the 34.4 mile mark, we made a right on to Shephard Road. We
were reaching the tail end of the 5-mile loop at this point. At the 35.4 mile mark, we made a
right on FM 2153. Within half a mile, we were back on FM 428 and heading east. At the
36.3 mile mark, we made a left onto Zachary north.
This is where we began making our way to the Lake Ray Roberts Dam. For those of you
who have done the annual Turkey Roll pay ride out of Denton in November, this is part of
the return route for the 40-mile route option. It’s along this segment that there are some
hidden gems in regards to homes. Beautiful homes in pretty settings. At the 38.1 mile mark,
we made a right on Burger Road.
In the past, we have always taken the “shortcut” that keeps us below the Lake Ray Roberts
Dam. The only problem with this “shortcut” is that you have to carry your bikes over a
barricade to continue on the Lake Ray Roberts Dam Road. Remember the U.S. 380
Greenbelt that as mentioned earlier? This “shortcut” offers up a rest stop that is located at
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the north end of the Greenbelt. Like before, no one raised their hand to take advantage of
the “shortcut” and the bathrooms at the rest stop.
We took Burger Road north for almost 2 miles. At the 40.5 mile mark, we made a right at
the “T” onto FM 2153. Heading north, at the 41.9 mile mark, we made a right on Running
Bear Road. Within two-tenths of a mile we were at our second official rest stop. We
definitely took advantage of this rest stop. We knew we still approximately 12 miles to go
and we were getting ready to cross Lake Ray Roberts across the dam.
After refueling, we got back on the tandems and began the ride across the Dam on FM 455.
We were heading east and with the winds out of the north, we had a pretty good crosswind
to deal with as we crossed the lake. It wasn’t until the 46.4 mile mark that we finally got off
of FM 455. We made a right on St. Johns Road. This segment took us through some very
nice “country” homes. Basically, beautiful homes with some acreage.
This was sort of a gradual incline during this segment. At the 49.8 mile mark, we were back
at Massey Road. At this point, we were tracing our way back to Pilot Point the same way we
had departed. The northerly wind kept us honest. At the 53.0 mile mark, we were back in
the residential area of Pilot Point. Once we got back to the Gazebo, we put the tandem away
and discussed where we were going to meet for lunch.
It was decided we would have lunch at Raphael’s on U.S 380 in Aubrey. This restaurant was
a favorite of Linda and me when it was in its original location near the Trail Dust Steakhouse.
The lunch was great. It was a very nice way to end a great day of cycling. Many thanks go
to Kris & Chuck for hosting this ride. Linda and I were talking to Kris & Chuck about the ride
and how much we always enjoy riding around Pilot Point. They suggested we host another
Pilot Point ride. So, keep an eye on the DATES calendar for another Pilot Point Ride.

Notice:
August 2009 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: July 24, 2009
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

Independence
Day Ride

Saturday, July 4

8:30 am

3403 Summer
Place Ct, Farmers
Branch

Roane &
Juanita
Logan

214-686-5577 or 469-688-0070

30 miles

warren@wacasteel.com

30 - 74 miles

See newsletter for information

Ronnie &
Nanette
Bryant

817 925-6632

30 - 50 miles

See newsletter for information

Alan &
Renee
Kailer

214-208-0267 or 214-914-2335

30 miles

See newsletter for information

-

-

-

See www.doubledates.com for
additional information

Blue Ridge Ride

Sunday, July 12

7:00 am

Blue Ridge Town
Square,
Blue Ridge, TX

Lonesome Dove
Loop

Post-HHH Ride

Sunday, July 26

Sunday,
August 30

7:00 am

8:00

Southlake Southwest Corner
of Kimball & 114 Closed Circuit City
Parking Lot
Corner of Maurine
St. and Beverly
Drive,
Wichita Falls

TROLS Tandem
Rally

Sept. 18 - 20

-

Jefferson, TX

Warren &
Audre
Casteel
Jeff &
Heather
Lingo

See more rides on the new DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We
reserve the right to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the
mailing date to be included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in
MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700,
Dallas, TX 75202-2785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in December or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
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