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Team Baker
Sunnyvale, TX

Captain:
Mike Baker
Stoker:
Sue Baker
Joined DATES: Jan 2009
How long have you been
cycling?
Captain: Seriously since 1996
(singles)
Stoker: Same
How long tandeming? Since
Sept ‘08
Why did you decide to start
riding tandem? So we could
ride together in some of the
tours and rallies, and we know
a few tandem couples that
really enjoy it.
What kind of tandem do you
ride? Santana / Team
Titanium.
How often do you ride? Once
a week (on the tandem)
How Far? 60 – 100 miles
Favorite Ride? So far the Red
River Roundup
Usual route/area? Starting in
Sunnyvale and heading south
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Bike Mart employees
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you? We still plan
to do most of our riding on single bikes, but enjoy riding the tandem at least once a week
and plan on doing several rallies this year on our tandem, including the Katy Flatland
Century and Clarksville’s “Gateway to Texas”
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2009 DATES Annual New Year’s Day
Ride & Brunch
Hosted by Brenda Cole & John McManus
Ride Report by Kevin Vinson
The 2009 tradition of the DATES New Year’s Day Ride was a big hit again this year. Tandem
cycling with good friends followed by a wonderful brunch and mimosas is a great way to start
off the New Year. The attendees for the New Year’s Day Ride were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team

Cole-McManus
Bloomer
Mashburn
Roberts-Holverson
Logan plus their dog Allie
Thompson
Yuhn
Venable
Vinson
Dixon
Hering (attended brunch)
Hudson-Croy (attended brunch)

Overall, it was a beautiful day for riding as long as you were dressed appropriately. The
skies were crystal-clear with a “little” breeze. The plan called for everyone to meet at Brenda
& John’s home. After gathering in the newly remodeled garage and admiring his motorcycle
and Brenda’s Vespa, John took a few moments to go over the ride route.
The route would take us on a 26 mile tour around White Rock Lake. John & Brenda’s home
is located on the northeast side of White Rock Lake. With that said, we made our way south
to southwest, running parallel to Garland Road.
Early in the ride, Brenda pointed out the home she grew up in. John & Brenda did a great
job of providing little tidbits about the areas we were riding through. I love cycling in the
White Rock area and there were areas we cycled through that I had never been through
before. Linda enjoyed the Little Forest Hills neighborhood with its funky little bungalows.
Once we hit San Rafael Road, we made our way northwest towards Garland Road. We
crossed Garland Road just above the White Rock Lake spillway. We took Winsted Drive to
Loving Avenue and made the climb up the infamous Loving Hill. Once we reached the
summit on Loving Avenue, we took the short jaunt along Gaston Parkway to White Rock
Road.
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We made our way south across Gaston and did a scenic loop around the Lakewood Country
Club. This loop included La Vista Drive, North Brookside Drive, and Santa Fe Avenue.
Throughout the entire ride, we saw some beautiful old homes plus the “McMansions”. From
this point, we began making our way north along the west side of White Rock Lake.
After traveling north for a short time, John & Brenda took us on another loop through the
Lakewood area. This was another area that Linda really liked since the homes have so much
character. We made our way back to Lawther Drive and traveled along the west side of
White Rock Lake. We saw several other groups of cyclists out.
We took Lawther north to Goforth Road. Taking a right on Eagle Trail, we rode past the
peacocks. Linda and I first saw these peacocks several years ago courtesy of Herb & Sandra
Bloomer. These are beautiful birds. They seem to have the run of the area. From Eagle
Trail, we made a left on White Rock Trail and headed north.
This route took us past Skyline Park. This would be the northern most point for this route.
Once we crossed Audelia Road, we took a course south back towards John & Brenda’s home.
Riding parallel to both Audelia Road and Plano Road, we crossed such thoroughfares as
Walnut Hill Lane and Northwest Highway.
This took us back to the lake and through the Lake Highlands area. Crossing Buckner twice,
we meandered back to John & Brenda’s home. This route had a lot to offer. Nice scenery,
some good hill climbing, and views of the Dallas city skyline. It was a great route. Once all
of us arrived back at John & Brenda’s we had a group photo taken.
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As you can see, everyone dressed appropriately. After this photo was taken, it was time to
put the bikes away and enjoy the mimosas and a wonderful brunch. I noticed that there was
a young man at John & Brenda’s house that I didn’t recognize. Come to find out, it was
John’s grandson, Austin. Another thing I found out was that Austin prepared the main
entrees. Austin is a Marine and is also studying to be a chef. The food was so good. Beside
the main entrees, everyone brought a side dish or desserts…and did I mention there were
mimosas!
What a way to end a great 26-mile ride. It was very nice socializing with everyone. After
the meal, Austin was kind enough to take a picture of all of us.

Everyone looks a lot different without their cycling gear on. A wonderful time was had by all.
Many thanks go to Brenda & John for leading the ride and opening their home to all of us.
Also, I don’t want to forget to thank Austin for preparing the wonderful entrees. It was great
starting off the New Year with the club.
Let’s hope this is a good start to a strong year of tandem cycling for the club. Happy New
Year everyone!
Addendum from Linda….
After brunch, several of us stayed to play an entertaining game of ping pong. By
entertaining, I mean that some of us are not very good which caused me to laugh so hard I
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sometimes couldn’t hit the ball. Maybe it was the mimosas (did I mention John served
mimosas?) but playing “doubles” ping pong (what else?) can be tricky. You have to
remember when it is your turn to hit the ball AND you have to get out of the way so your
doubles partner can take his turn hitting! Anyway, it was a fun way to burn off the brunch
and we played until Rick Dixon and John beat Kevin and me in a doubles match. Thanks for a
great day John and Brenda!

New DATES Website
As all of you probably know by now, we have finally moved the DATES website to a new web
hosting service (courtesy of Marc Mumby & M2 Designs) and also a new design (courtesy of
Marc Mumby as well). It is important that all members register on the new website. For
those of you who have not registered, please follow the steps below.
Access the new DATES website at http://www.doubledates.com/ (as you can see, the domain
name has not changed). On the DATES Home page, go to the left-hand pane and click on
the "Users Page" link. On the DATES Users Page, go to the left-hand pane and click on the
"Create an account" link. On the Registration page, fill out the required information and
click on the "Register" button. Once you have clicked on the "Register" button, you will
receive a confirmation e-mail from the website. Follow the instructions outlined in the email. At this point, you are ready to take full advantage of the new DATES website.
I encourage all of you to tour the new website and become familiar with it. Many thanks to
Marc Mumby and Rusty Nail for all the time they spent on this new web design. If anyone
has any questions regarding the new website, don't hesitate to ask.
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DATES Financial Report for 2008
INCOME AND EXPENSES
Income
Advertising
Decals

$2,409.00
$ 800.00
$ 75.00

Member Dues
Expenses
Administration
DatesLine
Meetings
Rides
Web Site
Insurance
Net

$1,534.00
$1,617.19
$
$
$
$
$
$

187.06
195.30
259.83
100.00
575.00
300.00
$ 791.81

CASH FLOW
Balance 1/1/2008
Balance 12/31/2008

$1,175.31
$1,967.12

2009 Membership Renewal
It’s that time of year again, time to renew your Double DATES membership for 2009. Please
visit the DATES website for the DATES membership renewal form to download and print:
http://www.doubledates.com/uploads/forms/renewform.pdf
Follow the instructions on the renewal form. Or use the renewal form on the next page.
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Wanted: Nominations for DATES Officers
We are now in the process of preparing the slate of officers for 2009 to be voted on at the
Annual Meeting. If you know of someone that you think would be a good candidate, please
let us know. Or if you would like to volunteer yourself, please let us know.
The slate of officers includes DATES Coordinator, DATES-Line Editor, Ride Coordinators,
Membership Coordinator, Treasurer and Secretary.
Please submit any suggestions or volunteers to Team HudsonCroy (Bruce & Carol) at 214320-8708 or hudsoncroy@sbcglobal.net.
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2009 DATES Annual Meeting & Dinner
Sunday, February 15, 2009

You are invited to the DATES Annual meeting and Dinner on Sunday, February 15 at the La
Hacienda Ranch in Dallas.
Club officers will provide an overview of 2008, and we will take a look at what's coming in
2009. The dinner also serves as the official meeting of the club, which includes election of
officers for 2009.
Reconnect with fellow riders you haven't seen over the long winter months (perhaps a bit of
an exaggeration in Texas). For those of you who are new members, this is a great time to
meet your fellow tandem riders. Attire is casual, which means we will be in "normal"
clothes.
Join us for a buffet and an evening with good friends. Hope to see you there.
When: Sunday, February 15, 2009
Where: La Hacienda Ranch
17390 Preston Road (Dallas, not Frisco)
Time:
Cost:

5:30 pm Social with cash bar
6 pm dinner buffet
$20/person (make checks payable to Double DATES)

RSVP: Please RSVP no later than Friday, February 13 to Juanita Logan at
juanitalogan@yahoo.com or cell 469-688-0070. Payment will be accepted at the door.
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Valentines Ride
Sunday February 22, 2009
Westlake, TX
Teams Bryant & Thompson
DATES Valentines Ride
Sunday February 22nd
Lead by Ronnie & Nanette Bryant 817-925-6632
Meet at the Marriott Hotel / Solana at 9am. Ride at 9:30 am, for routes of 35 or 50 miles.
Treat our Valentines to a wonderful brunch at Cielo' s ( inside the Hotel ) after the ride. Park
in front of Diego's.
The brunch is $15.95 per person.
Driving Directions: From DFW follow Hwy 114 West 9 miles from DFW Airport. Exit at Solana
BLVD/Kirkwood Blvd. Turn left on E Kirkwood Blvd. Take a left on Village Circle. Park in front
of Diego’s
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Southwest Tandem Rally
Kerrville, Texas
April 24-26, 2009

The Texas Capital Area Tandem Society (TxCATS) is pleased to announce that the 2009
Southwest Tandem Rally will be held April 24-26, 2009 in Kerrville, Texas. The headquarters
for the rally will be the Inn of the Hills Resort and Conference Center. Kerrville has a
population of about 23,000 and sits on the banks of the Guadalupe River. Kerrville provides
some of the best riding for all skill levels in the Texas Hill Country. The most notable off-bike
attraction is the James Avery Craftsman Jewelry Headquarters that is less than four miles
from the Inn of the Hills.
The registration web link is now available at http://www.txcats.org/swtr2009/. The
registration fee is $235 per tandem team.
The Inn of the Hills is ready NOW
to take your room reservations.
Please call (800) 292-5690 and
ask for the Southwest Tandem
Rally group rate. We have
blocked 100 rooms. The room
rate will be $99 for single &
double occupancy, $109 for triple
occupancy and $119 for quad
occupancy plus appropriate
taxes.
Here is the website for the Inn:
http://www.innofthehills.com
If you have any questions please
email swtr2009@txcats.org or call
(512) 217-1280.
Dale & Linda Krueger
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Valentines Ride

Sunday February
22, 2009

9:30 am

Marriott Hotel /
Solana

Teams
Bryant &
Thompson

Nanette and Ronnie Bryant
817-925-6632

35 or 50
miles

See Newsletter for details

Southwest
Tandem Rally

April 24 - 26,
2009

-

Kerrville, Texas

Dale &
Linda
Krueger

(512) 217-1280
swtr2009@txcats.org

-

See Newsletter for Details

See more rides on the new DATES website: http://www.doubledates.com/

Special Notice:
We will not be mailing hard copies of the DATES-LINE DATES-LINE WILL BE DISTRIBUTED ONLY BY EMAIL
AND WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE

Notice:
March 2009 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: February 26, 2008
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter
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DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve
the right to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the mailing date
to be included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD.
Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX
75202-2785.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in February. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
August – Oct $12. Teams joining in December or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES COORDINATORS

Roane & Juanita Logan

214.686.5577 (c)

roane.logan@swst.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Alan & Renee Kailer

214.208.0267 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Ronnie & Nanette Bryant

817.680.9404 (c)

ronnierbryant@hotmail.com

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.321.6085 (h)

john_j_mcmanus@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Harry & Janette Thompson

817.358.0820 (h)

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

hjthompson@tx.rr.com
http://www.doubledates.com

HOT-LINE

Dallas Area

214.352.7446 (b)

HOT-LINE

Out of Town

1.800.875.5662 (b)

HOT-LINE

Night (Warren & Audre Casteel)

972.596.8206 (h)

warren@casteelsign.com

DATES1 E-mail Distribution

Warren & Audre Casteel

972.596.8206 (h)

warren@casteelsign.com
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