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DATES TANDEM TOUR 2008: NOVA SCOTIA
By John McManus
It started on an ominous note:
•
The Yuhn’s plane arrived a day late. Three of their cases arrived a day later and
Melody’s didn’t collect her suit case for 5 days.
•
Scott and Mindy’s Bike Tuesday basically wasn’t ride-able. This is a long story, which
no one probably fully understands.
•

Hurricane Kate arrived in Halifax a day before our ride started.

But things quickly improved: the hurricane blew through leaving clear skies and a pleasant
temperature, Melody bought some new clothes and the Mashburn’s were able to rent a
decent road tandem.
So eight tandem teams headed
West on September 8 along the
southern shore of Nova Scotia. For
10 of the next 12 cycling days we
followed the coast – first West on
the Southern coast along the
Atlantic Ocean and then, after
crossing the spine, East on the
Northern coast near the Bay of
Fundy – almost all on roads
designated “Scenic Byways” by the
Nova Scotia Tourist Bureau. The
Southern route is also known as
“The Lighthouse Highway”. Also for
9 of the 12 days we had sunshine
and perfect temperatures.
The
other three days weren’t bad, just a
little mist. Hurricane Ike did blow
through
when
we
were
in
Lunenburg, but this was an optional
ride day and only 3 of the 8
tandems braved the gale-force
winds.
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Our two-day journey from the South to the North was also interesting and quite different
from the coast. We were in a heavily forested area as we passed the Kejimkujik National
Park. In spite of the mist that day, most riders went into the park and took a short hike.
This night we stayed in cabins in the forest on the Caledonia River. It was a unique and
beautiful spot.
In addition to riding an average of 42 miles each day, we found time for other activities: a
night-time candle-lit historical tour in a grave yard, a day-time historical tour led by a Dallas
native, whale watching (none sighted), sailing the Halifax Harbor on a tall sailing ship,
walking the quaint towns.
Six of our 13
nights were spent
in mansions that
were built in the
mid-1800’s
but
had been updated
and were quite
nice.
When we
arrived at Hillsdale
House in Annapolis
Royal on Sunday,
we were treated to
a band concert on
the lawn.
Quite
relaxing, sitting in
Adirondack chairs
on
the
lawn,
sipping
sangrias
and listening to
the music.
We met at six each evening for a “happy hour”. Each couple took turns in providing snacks
and wine and beer were provided. Everyone was quite pleased by the food in Nova Scotia; it
was excellent and of course fresh sea-food was always available. At least a couple of stokers
compared the seafood chowder from town to town.
My California friend who designed this route believes the Nova Scotia is the best place for
cycling east of the Rockies in North America. I’m not sure about this claim but it had
everything you could ask for, particularly good roads with very little traffic. After Labor Day,
most of the tourists disappear and the weather is an ideal 50 to 80 degrees.
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We arrived back in Halifax early on Friday, September 19, so we could do more sight-seeing
in this lovely town. Saturday morning after our final breakfast at our now-favorite breakfast
café, seven of the eight couples caravanned to the airport in 4 mini-vans – loaded to the gills
with tandem cases. Miraculously all flights went on schedule and all luggage arrived in Dallas
or Oklahoma on time.
Happy participants were teams Carlson, Cole/McManus, Croy/Hudson, Mashburn, Thompson,
Watson, Wright and Yuhn.
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The TROLS Big Adventure '08
September 19-21, 2008
Jefferson, TX
Kelly & Jimmy Duval

Report by Alan Kailer
Kelly and Jimmy Duval organized another great ride in Jefferson the third weekend of
September. This is one of Renee’s and my favorite rides. Jefferson is a cute little town and
the chance to spend the weekend riding with friends is always fun.
Kelly and Jimmy did a great job in their first year taking over from Reggie and Linda Bowers,
who got to ride for the first time. The Duvals had lots of help from Warren and Audre
Casteel and Lindsay Frank. All of them obviously spent a lot of time preparing for the ride
and keeping everything running smoothly. About 22 teams shared in the great weather and
great riding.

While Kelly and Lindsay handled the checking in, Audre manned the ice cream coolers for the
Friday afternoon “Ice Cream Ride”, which was about 25 miles, from town across the Lake O’
Pines dam and back. The ride hosts also hosted a “social hour” Friday afternoon and night at
the Russell Building in the heart of downtown. The Russell Building was being used by the
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group for the first
time this year and
was a perfect place
for the gatherings.
Some groups went
out to eat at the
various restaurants in
town, while a number
of us ordered take out
and brought the food
to the Russell Building
to continue
socializing.

Saturday morning was
cool and foggy. We
had a mass start
shortly after 8:00
a.m. The fog stayed
for about an hour and then we had beautiful weather. Everyone relaxed at the lunch stop at
Tall Pines as in prior years and then a quick few miles back into town. Several of the groups
explored the town, but we stayed at the Excelsior Hotel and watched a wedding in the
courtyard.
Saturday evening
was again a general
social hour and
excellent barbeque
and raspberry
cobbler provided by
Riverport Barbeque
while we watched a
slide show with
pictures of TROLs
rides of this and
past years. We
enjoyed being able
to spend some time
visiting with those
we had not ridden
with during the day.
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Sunday was another beautiful day and the Duvals had arranged a ride to the general store in
Uncertain, Texas, a couple of miles past the Caddo Lake State Park that we had stopped at in
prior years. At the store, we were all treated to peach cobbler (eating again) and spent
some time visiting with the storekeepers. Amazingly, a dog followed some of the group from
about 3 miles out to the store and then back out again for several miles, even though the
group was going more than 15 miles per hour. We thought that at least earned a spot in the
group photo.
After the ride on Sunday, as usual, Renee and I splurged at the Hamburger Store, where we
met the Bryant’s, Dixons, Scotts and Rob and Teresa Smith from Little Rock.
Congratulations Kelly and Jimmy for maintaining the tradition of a great ride, food and fun
that the Bowers set, and thank you Warren, Audre and Lindsay for your help.

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 352-7446 or 1-800-875-5662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

OCTOBER 2008

PAGE 8

Off-road cycling in Florida

or
Does a cyclist ever take a vacation and not cycle?
Submitted by Roane and Juanita Logan

While the international traveling troupe of DATES went to Nova Scotia, Roane and I took a
peaceful, relaxing vacation in sunny Sandestin, Florida. The plan was to pack bologna
sandwiches and beer and spend our days soaking up the sun on the white, sandy beaches.
Then Roane rented bicycles. Off-road bicycles.
The local bike shop recommended a trail through Point Washington State Forest. The trail is
a 10-mile loop that passes through a variety of natural vegetation and wildlife habitat. We
were given a map and told to watch out for some sandy areas.
Now what Roane didn’t know, is that the nice lady in the bike shop told me not to ride in
front. She whispered that there were lots of spiders, and they regularly spin their webs
across the trail. Got it.
So off we go with some friends to
ride the trail. I lead the way until we
get there, and then offer to let the
guys ride in front – because I’m
slower. Being gracious gentlemen,
they take the lead. Roane goes
down first.
After a good laugh, we start off
again. Then down I go. As one of
the “gentlemen” yells, “Stay there,
and I’ll take your picture,” I notice a
really big spider working his way
down from above toward me. A fast
action movie camera couldn’t have
captured that moment. By the end
of the morning, the score was even –
4 crashes each for Roane and me.
At the end of the trail is a small town
named Seaside, Florida, where the
movie, “The Truman Show” was
filmed. You would think the set for
the movie artificial, but it is a real
town. Pastel covered houses with
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white picket fences line pavestone streets. Google Seaside, Florida and look at the real
estate drop-down. It’s worth a look.
Recommendation: If you want a relaxing vacation where you can still stay in peak cycling
condition, the Florida panhandle is a beautiful choice. Every road had either a bike lane or a
bike path beside it. There are not too many places to rent road bikes, but you can rent offroad bikes pretty easily. Lots of good restaurants and gorgeous beaches. Good for both offroad and, my favorite, on-road cycling.
Recommended schedule:
1.
Ride in the morning before it gets hot.
2.
Pack bologna sandwiches and beer and sit on the beach all afternoon
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“Uptown TOTS (Tour Of The Stars)”
DATE: Sunday, October 5, 2008
TIME: 8:30 am start
LEADERS: Lee & Becky Wilson
CONTACT: via email (TheWilsons@purelyonline.com) OR cell phone (972-977-9686)
START: Behind Chili’s at the NE corner of Travis and Knox – in the Uptown area near Travis
Walk (maps co 35Q)
DISTANCE: ~35 urban units
LUNCH: After the ride at the “Highland Park Pharmacy” – a Dallas tradition since 1912, this
old-fashioned soda fountain and lunch counter (and yes, pharmacy) comes highly
recommended by D Magazine. And/or relax at Lee & Beckie’s condo for snacks and
beverages on the balcony with a view of the Dallas skyline.
DESCRIPTION: An interesting look at North Dallas – not just another urban ride. We’ll ride
past the homes of celebrities and local personalities as we crisscross an area with the highest
concentration of disposable income in the nation. Why drive to the country to ride when
Dallas has all this to offer? You’ll pedal through well known neighborhoods and at other
times not even believe you’re still in the city. Who says Dallas is flat?
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Red River Tandem Roundup
October 10-12

Location:
Fee:
Lodging:
Sponsors:

Red River County Chamber of Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square),
Clarksville, Texas
$50 per team to cover evening entertainment, breakfast for those not staying
at the Courthouse Inn (breakfast is included there), and other incidental
expenses.
Riders will be responsible for lodging, lunch and dinner.
Red River County Chamber of Commerce with assistance from James & Pam
Vaughan, Diane Peek, Rob & Kay Rowley, and a host of others.

As of September 22, there were 22 teams registered. There are still camping spots and
rooms available at the Red River Inn.
Check-in/Registration will be anytime after 12:00 at the Red River County Chamber of
Commerce (101 N. Locust on the Square).
Accommodations:
Camping at the Rowley Ranch (about 10 miles east of town) which includes space for 3 to 4
campers. All hookups are available including outdoor hot water showers. Campfires/cooking
out/grilling out are all OK and one or more grills will be available for general use, if desired.
Please notify me (Rob Rowley) via email of your interest in these accommodations. (Reggie
& Linda rest assured there will be no contractors on site, I promise)
The Red River Inn (903-427-2278) is locally owned and is on par with a Motel 6. They offer
remodeled and nonsmoking rooms some with mini refrigerators and microwaves. The rooms
aren't plush, but they are nice and clean. My family frequently stays there.
Breakfast will be provided on site at all locations.
Cost:
$50 per team which includes breakfast and evening entertainment Friday and Saturday
evening.
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Registration Form:
This ride is limited to the first 30 teams who sign up for the ride prior to October 1, 2008.
Registration will be accomplished by notifying Rob Rowley via email
(rob.rowley@yahoo.com), the ride coordinator, with the following information:
Team Name:_________________________________________________________________
Captain's Name:______________________________________________________________
Stoker's Name:_______________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
Phone Numbers:______________________________________________________________
Email Address:_______________________________________________________________
Overnight Accommodations:
Bed and Breakfast____(You need to make your own reservations at the
numbers noted above)
Red River Inn_____(You need to make you own reservations at the number noted
above)
Cabins____(Available to the first 5 teams requesting these accommodations)
Camping_____(Available for the first 4 teams requesting these accommodations)
A standard release will be required to be signed at the time of registration at the ride.
Contact Names:
Rob Rowley 903-249-3483 (rob.rowley@yahoo.com or
clarksville.admin@ltcmail.com)
James Vaughan 903-427-3858 (jwvaughan@cebridge.net)
Red River Chamber of Commerce/Diane Peek 903-427-2645 (redrivercc@1starnet.com)
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4th Annual (Now Unsupported) Halloween Ride
October 25 & 26, 2008
Purtis Creek State Park to Tyler & Return
John McManus & Brenda Cole
Date: Saturday & Sunday, October 25 & 26
Distances: 80 or 60 miles each day – more or less
This DATES classic, in its new “unsupported” format, is scheduled almost a week prior to
Halloween.
What does “unsupported” mean? Among other things, it means we’ll all carry our gear on
our bikes from Purtis Creek State Park (near Eustace, Texas) to Tyler, Texas. Overnight will
be at Comfort Suites in Tyler. Call 903-534-0999 and reserve your room *(89.99). Ten
rooms are blocked at this price under the name “DATES”.
This is a fun event! Don’t miss it. John McManus & Brenda Cole, 214-321-6085,
john.mcmanus@yahoo.com.

We also ride the bikes on some parts of the Halloween Ride
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Southwest Tandem Rally
Kerrville, Texas
April 24-26, 2009

The Texas Capital Area Tandem Society (TxCATS) is pleased to announce that the 2009
Southwest Tandem Rally will be held April 24-26, 2009 in Kerrville, Texas. The headquarters
for the rally will be the Inn of the Hills Resort and Conference Center. Kerrville has a
population of about 23,000 and sits on the banks of the Guadalupe River. Kerrville provides
some of the best riding for all skill levels in the Texas Hill Country. The most notable off-bike
attraction is the James Avery Craftsman Jewelry Headquarters that is less than four miles
from the Inn of the Hills.
The registration web link is now available at http://www.txcats.org/swtr2009/. The
registration fee is $235 per tandem team.
The Inn of the Hills is ready NOW
to take your room reservations.
Please call (800) 292-5690 and
ask for the Southwest Tandem
Rally group rate. We have
blocked 100 rooms. The room
rate will be $99 for single &
double occupancy, $109 for triple
occupancy and $119 for quad
occupancy plus appropriate
taxes.
Here is the website for the Inn:
http://www.innofthehills.com
If you have any questions please
email swtr2009@txcats.org or call
(512) 217-1280.
Dale & Linda Krueger
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Uptown TOTS
(Tour Of The
Stars)

Sunday
October 5

8:30 am

Behind Chili’s at
the NE corner of
Travis and Knox

Lee &
Beckie
Wilson

(972-977-9686)
TheWilsons@purelyonline.com

35 miles

See Newsletter for Details

Red River
Tandem
Roundup

October 10-12

-

Clarksville, Texas

Rob Rowley

(903) 249-3483
rob.rowley@yahoo.com

-

See Newsletter for Details

Halloween Ride

October 25-26

-

Purtis Creek State
Park

McManus
Cole

John.McManus@yahoo.com

60-80 miles
each day

See Newsletter for Details

Southwest
Tandem Rally

April 24 - 26,
2009

-

Kerrville, Texas

Dale &
Linda
Krueger

(512) 217-1280
swtr2009@txcats.org

-

See Newsletter for Details

Notice:
November 2008 DATES-LINE:
Notices & Articles due by: October 25, 2008
We NEED your notices, ride reports,
articles & PICTURES for the newsletter

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 352-7446 or 1-800-875-5662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

OCTOBER 2008

PAGE 16

DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general good of the tandem
community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome. We reserve
the right to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are mailed by the end of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior to the mailing date
to be included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in MS WORD.
Copy should be e-mailed to mailto:datesline@gmail.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Alan & Renee Kailer at 1445 Ross Avenue - Suite 3700, Dallas, TX
75202-2785.
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DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
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