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Valentines Ride
Sunday February 24, 2008
Westlake, TX
Teams Bryant & Thompson
DATES Valentines Ride
Sunday February 24th
Lead by Ronnie & Nanette Bryant  817 6809404
Meet at the Marriott Hotel / Solana
at 9am. Ride at 9:30am, for routes
of 35 or 50 miles. Treat our
Valentines to a wonderful brunch
at Cielo' s ( inside the Hotel ) after
the ride. Park in front of Diego's.
The brunch is $15.95 per person.
Driving Directions: From
DFW follow Hwy 114 West 9 miles
from DFW Airport. Exit at Solana
BLVD/Kirkwood Blvd. Turn left on E
Kirkwood Blvd. Take a left on
Village Circle. Park in front of
Diego's.
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Mid Cities ‘Almost Monthly’ Tandem Ride
Sunday March 16, 2008
Bedford, TX
Teams Thompson & Bryant
Leaders:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Harry & Janette Thompson, Ronnie & Nanette Bryant
Sunday March 16
9:00 am
Bedford, TX

The next Mid Cities ‘Almost Monthly’ Tandem Ride will be Sunday March 16th. Meet at 9am and
ride whenever everyone is ready. Distance and route to be determined by the group and the
weather. We might stop for a bagel, or we might stop for a donut, or we might stop for a
breakfast burrito or might not stop at all. The group will decide. We might have lunch at a local
restaurant after the ride.
Meet in the Le Peeps parking lot at the corner of Harwood and Central Drive in Bedford.
Take Airport Freeway west of DFW Airport to the Central Drive and go north to Harwood Rd  Le
Peeps is in the Kroger Shopping Center on the Northwest corner. If the weather is iffy call the
Bryants at 817 6809404 or the Thompsons at 817 3580820.
Check the newsletter, web site or emails for the next installment of this ride.
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Southwest Tandem Rally
April 25  27, 2008
Tulsa, OK
"Back in the Saddle Again"
Downtown Doubletree Hotel
Friday:

Packet pickup will begin at 10 AM
(walking tour of downtown Tulsa available).
Afternoon 17+ mile ice creamsocial ride to Jenks, OK
(Antique Capital of Oklahoma & Oklahoma Aquarium).

Saturday:

Rides ranging from 3572 miles.

Sunday:

Rides ranging from 1752 miles.

Cost includes 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, 1 lunch & 2 happy hours.
Four day Post Tour available.
For more info: http://www.tulsabicycleclub.com/
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Team Belcher
Atoka, OK
Captain:

Curtis Belcher

Stoker:

Kim Belcher

Joined DATES:

November 2007

How long have you been cycling?
Captain:
3 ½ years
Stoker:
3 months
How long tandeming? 3 months
Why did you start riding tandem? Health and spend more time together.
What kind of tandem do you ride? Trek
How often do you ride? Daily when weather cooperates
How far?

12 miles

Favorite Ride?

We’ve only done one organized ride so far

Usual route/area?
We live in the country, so a round trip ride to town is the 12 miles mentioned above
Where/How did you hear about Double DATES? Charlie and Pat Jenkins
Anything else you’d like your new club members to know about you?
We’re proud grandparents of a beautiful 20 month old named Audrey Kate!!

Stay informed of ALL the DATES Rides & Events:
· Sign up for DATES Email Distribution List:
o Receive uptotheminute information about scheduled & impromptu rides and other
events and matters of interest to cyclists in general and tandem riders in particular. Go to
web page groups.yahoo.com/group/DATES1 and click on “Join This Group” in the upper
right corner of the panel, then click on “Sign Up Now” to go to the sign up page. If you
need assistance in signing up, email Warren Casteel at warren@casteelsign.com

· Read the DATES GoogleGroups discussion forum:
o http://groups.google.com/group/doubledates
· See the DATES website:
o http://www.doubledates.com
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BUY & SELL

FOR SALE  $1895
2003 TREK T2000

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Frame  Trek aluminum, size Medium (56.5/45)
Crankset  Shimano Ultegra Triple
Cassette  Shimano 11x32 9speed
Rear Derailleur  Shimano XTR
Front Derailleur  Shimano Ultegra
Shifters  Shimano Ultegra STI 27speed
Stem & Bars  Bontrager
Stoker Stem  Adjustable
Brakes  Tektro Mini V's
Wheelset  Bontrager RaceLite Tandem Wheelset
Tires – Continental Ultra Gatorskin 700x28c

Bike will be professionally tuned up & ready to roll. Everything is in excellent working condition.
Contact Charlie Jenkins at:
903.893.7867 (day), 903.463.1516 (eve), 903.624.9744 (cell) or sk8erbyker@gmail.com
Or: Curtis Belcher at:
580.889.2754 (home), 580.513.5671 (cell) or kbelcher@harmony.k12.ok.us

Notice:
March 2008 DATESLINE:
Notices & Articles due by: February 26, 2008
We NEED your notices, ride reports, articles & PICTURES for the newsletter!
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 3527446 or 18008755662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com
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New Zealand November 2007
By Scott and Mindy Mashburn
After nine months of planning (basically cobbling together trips that most of our friends had taken)
and much anticipation, we left DFW airport bound for Christchurch New Zealand. We would spend
10 days on the bike, 2 days in the wine country, and five days hiking the Milford Track (20 days in
all). Twenty hours later, we were weary but excited and hit the ground running. We spent two
days touring this very lovely city with gorgeous botanic gardens, a university, and lots of outdoor
cafes and restaurants.
We then took the train across the Southern Alps to the west coast town of Greymouth (4 hour trip)
and got on the bike and road south for 40 miles to the very tiny town of Ross. Ross consists of a
pub with some rooms above it, a gas station, and a store. This would be the only rainy weather
we would encounter in the 10 days on the bike. All the locals gather at this pub every evening and
we had a great time visiting with them. They thought we were pretty crazy when they saw the
Bike Tuesday and trailer.
On to Franz Josef Glacier, 70 miles along the coast with a big head wind and some good climbs.
We spent two nights in the Rainforest Retreat, which were literally tree houses! The next day we
took a 4 hour guided hike up the glacier. Very cold, but really interesting. We were told there was
“a climb” out of Franz Josef, but it was really three climbs in 25 miles with numerous switchbacks.
We came to learn that they had very different definitions of hills, mountains, and walks than we
had! After that segment, we continued south through rainforests, catching glimpses of the coast
along the way, until we reached Lake Moeraki Wilderness Lodge after 72 miles. This truly was out
in the wilderness. We passed one town and only lucked upon the famed Salmon Farm Restaurant
(literally in the middle of nowhere) at about 3:00 that afternoon, or we well could have starved!
Our two nights at the Wilderness Lodge were heaven. Every need was met from food, to laundry,
to guided walks to see penguins and glow worms, to beautiful rooms with views of the river and
grounds.
On toward Makarora, another very tiny town about 65 miles away. The only catch was that it was
on the other side of Haast Pass, over the Southern Alps. We were all geared up for the dreaded
climb, but were actually surprised when we started our descent, thinking this could not possibly be
all of the climbing – but it was! We stayed in a little duplex on a working farm with a charming
hostess and her twin 4 year old daughters. The view from our room was unbelievable with
snowcapped mountains in every direction. We woke to the coldest morning of the trip – probably
40 degrees – but brilliant sunshine and a few climbs warmed us up quickly. We were heading to
Lake Wanaka for 3 nights and some rest. Again, more “hills” (by their definition), and 60 miles
later, we arrived at another beautiful lodge with very friendly hosts, only a few blocks from the
lake, again surrounded by gorgeous mountains. Wanaka is a big ski town in the winter (November
being their spring), so we took a jet boat ride, long walks along the lake and had a spa afternoon.
The next day we rented a car and toured the wineries of the Central Otago wine country. They
specialize in Pinot Noir – right up our alley! We strategically bought a few bottles, since we knew
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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we’d have to drink them or carry them over the Crown Range the next day! That was another
great ride, with spectacular views and the steepest, most winding descent I’ve ever ridden
carrying us straight into Queenstown, our final destination. We rode 350 miles in the six days of
riding, but had only 2 days to rest up before starting our five day guided hike of the Milford Track.
Queenstown is a happening place! Great food and wine (as all of our trip had offered) and lots of
sights to see. We enjoyed two nights at a lovely “boutique” hotel before meeting our guides and
the 30 people we would spend the next 5 days with. Nothing can describe the scenery of the
Milford Fiordland with its rainforests, rivers, waterfalls, and the spectacular trek over Mackinnon
Pass. The hikes ranged from 1013 miles, with some very rugged and difficult parts, as well as flat
trails along the rivers. We had 2 days of rain, but the gortex suits served us well. The lodges we
stayed in each night were very nice (we paid extra for a private room with a bath – well worth it!),
and we had very lively happy hours and meals together. We met so many interesting people from
all over the world, and it was very well organized. The final day was a cruise on the Milford Sound
out to the Tasman Sea. Again, pictures don’t do it justice.
We call this our trip of a lifetime, and it will take a lot to top it. We’d be happy to share any
planning information with anyone, since we now think everyone should be able to see this
spectacular country.

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE
HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Valentines Ride

Sunday
th
February 24
2008

9:00 am

Westlake, TX

Bryant &
Thompson

(817) 6809404

35 or 50
miles

See Newsletter Article

Sunday Morning
Caffeine Cruise

Sunday
nd
March 2 2008

7:30 am

Plano, TX

PBA

(972) 7418876

16 or 12
miles

See Newsletter Article

Mid Cities
‘Almost Monthly’
Tandem Ride

Sunday March
th
16 2008

9:00 am

Bedford, TX

Thompson
& Bryant

(817) 6809404 (Bryant)
(817) 3580820 (Thompson)

TBD

NoMap, NoDrop
The group will determine pace
and specifics at the start

Southwest
Tandem Rally

Friday – Sunday
th
th
April 26 – 28

TBA

Tulsa, OK

Tulsa
Bicycle Club

TBA

http://www.denlynmor.com/SouthWest
TandemRally2008.htm

DATES
Tandem Tour

September
th
6 – 18 2008

TBA

Nova Scotia

McManus
Cole

TBD

See Newsletter for details

th

wetandem2@cox.net
9184463255
John.McManus@yahoo.com
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DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $25 payable annually in January. If a team joins midyear, the dues are: Jan – June $25;
July – Oct $12. Teams joining in November or December pay $25 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES COORDINATORS

Roane & Juanita Logan

214.686.5577 (c)

roane.logan@swst.com

DATESLINE EDITORS

Charlie & Pat Jenkins

903.463.1516 (h)

datesline@gmail.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Ronnie & Nanette Bryant

817.680.9404 (c)

ronnierbryant@hotmail.com

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

vinsonlj@sbcglobal.net

TREASURERS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.321.6085 (h)

john_j_mcmanus@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Harry & Janette Thompson

817.358.0820 (h)

hjthompson@tx.rr.com

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

HOTLINE

Dallas Area

214.352.7446 (b)

http://www.doubledates.com

HOTLINE

Out of Town

1.800.875.5662 (b)

HOTLINE
DATES1 Email Distribution

Night (Warren & Audre Casteel)
Warren & Audre Casteel

972.596.8206 (h)
972.596.8206 (h)

warren@casteelsign.com
warren@casteelsign.com

DOUBLE

DATES

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
% Charlie & Pat Jenkins
1332 Crestview Drive
Denison, TX 750207017

