Happy Holidays
DATES-LINE

December 2006

Pictures from ‘Thanksgiving Weekend’ Ride

In This Issue:
•

•
•
•
•

Upcoming DATES Events:
o Christmas Lights Ride
2
o DATES Annual Meeting/Dinner 2
o English Castles & Gardens
3
Ride Reports:
o Halloween Ride
6
Buy & Sell
7
Tech Tips
9
Ride Calendar
10

Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts

Hot Line: (214) 352-7446 or 1-800-875-5662
Web Page: http://www.doubledates.com

DATES-LINE

DECEMBER 2006

PAGE 2

Christmas Lights Ride
Sunday December 10, 2006, 6:00 pm
Dallas, TX
We will gather at 6:00 pm in the Snider Plaza parking lot near Penne Pomodoro.
Headlights and taillights are required and a small flashlight for reading the cue
sheet is recommended. Festive decoration of bikes are encouraged. We will ride
through Highland Park enjoying the sights and lights. This is a great ride and even
though it is urban with lots of turns, we stay together as a group and move slowly
enough to really enjoy the company of fellow tandem teams! After our ride we will
return to Penne Pomodoro for dinner at 7:30 pm. If the weather is bad (it won’t be)
or you just don’t want to ride, join us for dinner. There will be a gift exchange for all
that wish to participate. Please RSVP to Malcolm or Linda Cole at 214-826-6779

2007 DATES Annual Meeting and Dinner
Sunday February 25, 2007, 5:30 pm
Dallas, TX
Join us for a scrumptious buffet and meet new members or reconnect with old friends at the annual
dinner and meeting. The club officers will provide an overview of 2006 and we’ll plan for 2007 and
elect new officers.
When: Sunday, February 25, 2007
Where: Blue Mesa Grill, 7700 W. Northwest Highway, Dallas, Texas 75225
Time:

5:30 PM social with cash bar
6:00 PM dinner buffet served

Cost:

$27.00 per person (includes tax and gratuity)

Menu: Chips and salsa, stuffed mushrooms, warm crab dip, slow roasted chicken, roasted beef
tenderloin, and red chile crusted salmon accompanied by spring salad, corn, garlic mashed
potatoes and oven roasted vegetables. Soft drinks, lemonade, tea and coffee are included with an
assortment of desserts.
RSVP: Please send a check for the total in your party to Linda Vinson by February 20th. Make
the check payable to Linda Vinson and mail to: 7013 Fox Drive, The Colony, Texas, 75056.
Your RSVP and payment must be received by February 20th in order to give the restaurant
an accurate head count for billing purposes. No RSVPs or payment will be accepted after
February 20th.
Contact Info: Questions can be directed to Linda at linda.vinson@eds.com or at 972-625-6110
(home) or 972-605-6000 (work).
Directions: Blue Mesa Grill Dallas, Lincoln Park is located in the shopping center across from
Northpark Mall on Northwest Highway. It is next to The Cheesecake Factory. Driving directions can
be found on the Blue Mesa website at: http://www.bluemesagrill.com/about-us/locations/
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English Castles & Gardens
International Tour
June – July 2007
England

Attention: We now have only 1 spot open for this tour
Contact the ride leaders TODAY for details

Wimborne’s Cathedral – 1300 years old and known as the Minster.

John McManus & Brenda Cole / Chris & Jenny Davison
DESCRIPTION
Our classic tandem cycle tour of one of the loveliest parts of the UK has everything. Country lanes
take you through charming villages on low traffic roads. At every turn you will find a new gem to
explore. You will cycle from a tiny 10th Century chapel to a towering 1000 year old cathedral. We
offer you a happy fusion of great back road cycling and the time to enjoy the history and beauty of
the scenery.
Your tour leaders will be Chris and Jenny Davison from Dorset. They have cycled tandem here for
40 years and look forward to sharing their love of this wonderful cycling countryside. Our lodgings
are at comfortable quality hotels with character and history.
We start our tour in the town of Wimborne in the pretty county of Dorset. We can join British CTC
cyclists on a ride through ‘old world’ villages. We lodge at a homely city center hotel in Sherborne
where we can view the family home of Sir Walter Raleigh. We continue through Glastonbury to a
night stop in the charming cathedral city of Wells.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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With a full day in Bath you will be led on a memorable walking tour of this stunning World Heritage
city – the Roman Baths, Abbey and spectacular Royal Crescent. Our tour then visits Longleat, the
glorious stately home of the Marquis of Bath, where we take morning coffee. We then ride to the
wonderful gardens at Stourhead before finishing our ride in the Saxon hill town of Shaftesbury.
At Salisbury you can climb the spire of England’s tallest cathedral. Join us on a guided history walk
of this fascinating city. Then we will cycle or bus to see the prehistory marvel of Stonehenge.
We reach the English Channel at the intriguing harbour village of Lymington. We take a short ferry
ride to the Isle of Wight to cycle this pretty ‘bicycle island’. You will visit the village of Cowes which
is so well known to the world’s yaghting fraternity.
Cycling the New Forest (‘New’ in 1215AD) with its cute wild ponies, brings us back to Wimborne for
our celebration supper at the Kings Head. Before packing the tandems there should be time to tour
the 1300 year old Minster cathedral with its Astronomic clock and ‘Chain Library’ of ancient books.
Note: This tour description is for illustration only and will be modified as necessary.

If you have not yet cycled in England this is a must do tour.
GENERAL GUIDELINES
•

•

•

•

•
•

This is not an easy tour. England has many, many hills, some of which are quite steep. We
rode the length of Great Britain a couple of
years ago. This was our most difficult tour
ever – a lot harder than going over the
Pyrenees.
The luggage vehicle is a luggage vehicle,
not a sag wagon. However, in the event of
an emergency, it will be used as required.
Plan on riding every day, even in the rain.
Since we’re not paying for “hand-holding”
service, don’t expect it. For instance, you’ll
probably have to carry your own luggage to
and from your room.
Riders will start each day at a time of their
choosing; don’t expect a mass start. Don’t
expect to follow other riders. Follow the
map! You’ll be provided Cue Sheets and a
Digital Map.
You’ll have to find your own lunch spot.
You’re only problem will be to determine
which pub has the best grub.
We’ll have a social hour each night to
review the day’s events and discuss
tomorrow’s route. We’ll share the
responsibility of providing snacks for the
happy hour.
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QUALIFICATIONS
•
•

This tour is for adult tandem teams only.
Tandem teams must be experienced cyclists. Organizers reserve the right to reject applications
from teams who don’t have the necessary experience and/or level of cycling.

COSTS
• Estimated costs are $4,200 to $5,000
per team. This will be determined by
the Pound Sterling to U.S. Dollar
conversion and the number of
participants. The tour is being run on a
“non-profit” basis and any excess
refunds will be reimbursed after the
tour.
WHAT’S INCLUDED
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

12 nights lodging (You pay for lodging in
London after the tour.)
DATES TOUR – SOUTH & WEST OF LONDON
12 breakfasts
6 dinners
luggage van & driver
Local British guide
Scouting the route
Transfers for you and your tandem to and from Heathrow airport
Maps and Route Sheets

COST COMPARISONS
Commercial companies provide luxury and many services but you pay for them. This proposed tour is
similar to the Bicycle Adventure Club tours that we go on. We take our bikes and handle our own
luggage. We stay in comfortable, but not luxury, hotels. But this makes the trips affordable – one third
to one half the cost of a commercial tour.
Typical cost of European tours ($ per person per night)
• Trek Travel $650
• Backroads
$540 - $740 (depending on the level of accommodations)
• Santana
$355
• DATES
$175 - $210
CANCELLATION POLICY (per team)
• Until April 1, 2007, you will be assessed a $100 penalty plus charges which other riders may
incur due to your cancellation if a replacement cannot be found. For instance, if we have 15
teams and you cancel (now 14 teams), the fixed costs to the others increase and you would be
assessed a penalty of an additional $150. Total cancellation in this example would be $250.
•

Starting April 1, 2007, you may or may not be reimbursed for cancelled lodging, depending on
(1) whether or not we can find a replacement for you and (2) the cancellation policies of the
hotels.

ITINERARY
Riders can return to Dallas on July 7, 8, 9, or later.
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts
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Halloween Ride 2006
John McManus
For the DATES 2005 Halloween Ride we tried something different – a self-contained ride to Tyler
and back. A few approached the ride with fear and trepidation but this was short-lived; everyone
had a fantastic time. So everyone was willing and ready for this year’s ride.
We intended to add a little variety this year. In addition to the 60 and 80 mile routes, we offered a
20 mile extension for those interested in a century. And then Pete wanted to try a longer, lesstraveled route to the Tyler Inn and Suites. So we had lots of options and people took advantage of
them. If I remember correctly, we had teams riding 57, 60, 77, 80 and 100+. And that was on
Saturday. On Sunday we had more alternatives, mainly because some got lost on the new route
to/from Tyler.
But it didn’t matter which route you took. The weather was perfect. On Saturday, we had a slight
tail-wind. On Sunday, we had mostly a side wind until we reached Mabank. The last 25 miles was
with a strong tail-wind. The wind made some of us feel we were strong and could keep up with the
faster riders. We soon learned our limitations but still had a great ride.
Following last year’s
tradition, we had a
first-class happy hour
at the Inn on
Saturday before
dinner. This late
October Ride to Tyler
and the late
November weekend
in Pittsburg (reported
in next month’s
DatesLine) reminded
us of how good the
riding is in East
Texas. Particularly if
you’re on a tandem.

DATES Email Distribution List
Receive up-to-the-minute information about scheduled & impromptu rides and other events
and matters of interest to cyclists in general and tandem riders in particular.
Go to web page: groups.yahoo.com/group/DATES1, and click on “Join This Group” in the
upper right corner of the panel, then click on “Sign Up Now” to go to the sign up page.
If you need assistance in signing up, e-mail Warren Casteel at warren@casteelsign.com.
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BUY & SELL

FOR SALE - $2895
Co-Motion BIG AL, aluminum (same as current “Roadster”). Complete bike as pictured = 31 lbs
•
•
•
•
•
•

21” / 18” Frame (Co-Motion small), measured from center of bb to top of seat tube collar.
Standover = 29.8” / 27.25”. Easton 7005 aluminum zonally butted tandem tubing. Co-Motion
Cro-Moly fork (fork is new except for demo miles when the bike was new)
Campagnolo Atlanta Deep-V 32° aero rims, laced to White Industries rear hub & Atak front,
with Continental Ultra Gatorskin 700x28 tires
Carbon Easton EC90 captains bars, Profile stoker bars
Wound-Up Carbon stoker seatpost, Co-Motion aluminum capt’s post
FSA Gossamer crankset w/53/42/30 chainrings. FSA bottom brackets
Ultegra 27 speed STI shifters. Dura-Ace triple front derailleur, Deore XT rear derailleur, 9speed mega-range 11/34 cassette. SRAM drive-chain w/powerlink. KMC timing chain. New
BBB threadless headset. Avid Single Digit 7 V-Brakes with travel agents.

Bike has just been tuned up & is ready to roll. The crankset has less than 1000 miles, the headset
is new, all cables are new, bottle cages are included, seat pack with spare tube is also included.
The wheelset is light, aero & fast, but may not be suitable for heavier teams, and/or loaded touring.
If you prefer a sturdier, more robust wheelset, we will be happy to substitute a Velocity Dyad 36°
wheelset (same price). We can also substitute an Ultegra rear derailleur if you prefer. We can offer
many options, substitutions & upgrades as desired. Call or email for details.
The captain’s top-tube has a small dent (see pic). This has no affect on the bike’s performance,
and is barely noticeable. However, it is there. There are a few minor nicks & dings in the paint, but
nothing major. This bike has always been meticulously maintained & serviced. Everything is in
excellent working order.
Contact Charlie or Pat Jenkins at
903.463.1516 (home), 903.624.9744
(cell) or dates@ntsk8.com

January 2007 DATES-LINE Schedule:
Mailed by December 30, 2006
Notices & Articles due by: December 27, 2006
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FOR SALE
Santana Titanium Tandem. Size Medium with approx. 3000 miles. Straight gauge titanium tubing.
Campagnola rear derailleur balance of group Shimano X-TR. EDCO Rims, SPD pedals and drag
brake. $5,800.00
Scott or Mindy Mashburn
214 395 9565
smashfamily@sbcglobal.net

Get your DATES
Jerseys
DATES jerseys are available
at Richardson Bike Mart .
You will have to ask for them,
as they are not on display.
They are reserved exclusively
for DATES members
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Kyle’s Tech Tips

The Cable Guides
Have you ever shifted your bike and it seemed
like there was a lot of friction in the cables or
derailleurs when you moved the levers?
When I have a guest in the store that describes
these symptoms, I will observe the condition of
all of their cables, looking for any kinks in the
inner wires or housings. If all of the cables
appear to be in good condition, I always inspect
the derailleur cable guides, which are located
underneath the bottom
bracket(s) of the frame. It is
not uncommon to discover
contamination from dirt, tar
and even the drip that
collects from your favorite
energy drink. The cause is
from riding you bike.
Think of the contamination
process this way: You are
cruising along and roll
through an occasional puddle. Next, with the
underside of your frame still wet, sand or dirt
gets thrown into the guides from the front tire and it sticks to
the water. Then, your water bottle on the down tube has a
slight drip and the drip runs down the underside of the frame
and collects along with other contaminants. Most energy
drinks are sticky and when they dry they act like glue and
adhere the derailleur inner wires to the cable guide surface.
This “glue” causes the friction that you are feeling.
By completing a thorough wipe-down to the bike and the
guides, followed by a couple of drops of PTFE based lube in
those guides, you will definitely improve your shifting quality and sanity. So,
the next time you are showing your bike a little TLC, be sure to inspect and
lubricate those cable guides!
Have a GREAT holiday season!
Kyle Carlson
Plano Cycling & Fitness
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DATES Rides and Activities
RIDE

DATE

START
TIME

START PLACE

RIDE HOST

PHONE # / EMAIL

DISTANCE

DETAILS

Christmas Lights
Ride

Sunday
December 10th

6:00 PM

Snider Plaza

Malcolm &
Linda Cole

214-826-6779
mpcole@sbcglobal.net

Short

See website & newsletter

DATES
Annual Meeting
And Dinner

Sunday
February 25th
2007

5:30 PM

Blue Mesa Grill

DATES

972-625-6110 or 972-605-6000
linda.vinson@eds.com

N/A

Please send a check for the total in your
party to Linda Vinson by February 20th.
Make the check payable to Linda Vinson
and mail to: 7013 Fox Drive, The
Colony, Texas, 75056

2007 Southwest
Tandem Rally

Friday April 27
through Sunday
April 29, 2007

TBA

LaGrange, TX

Mike & Susan
Mahoney
(HATS)

TBA

TBA

Watch website & newsletter for updates &
information

English Castles &
Gardens Tour

June - July
2007

TBA

Wimborner England

John
McManus &
Brenda Cole

John_J_McManus@yahoo.com

40-50 miles
each day

See website & newsletter

Linda Vinson

DATES-LINE is published monthly during the cycling season (Ed. Approximately 10 issues/yr) by and for members of DOUBLE DATES. Information contained herein is for the general
good of the tandem community and may be copied without permission; credit to DOUBLE DATES and DATES-LINE is appreciated. All comments and contributions are welcome.
We reserve the right to edit all submissions. Generally, Monthly Issues are mailed by the Last Tuesday of the previous month. Notices and Articles must be received a week prior
to the mailing date to be included in the next issue. Exceptions to this schedule are published in the preceding issue of the newsletter. Machine-readable copy is required, preferably in
MS WORD. Copy should be e-mailed to dates@ntsk8.com, or mailed on a CD or 3.5 diskette to the editors: Charlie & Pat Jenkins at 1332 Crestview Drive, Denison TX 75020-7017.
Advertising Rates (per issue): $10 - Business card size ads; $35 - ¼ Page ads; $50 - ½ Page ads
DOUBLE DATES, the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, is a recreational club for riders of tandem bicycles.
Membership dues are $18 payable annually in January. If a team joins mid-year, the dues are: Jan – June $18;
July – Oct $9. Teams joining in November or December pay $18 and are paid up for the following year.
DATES COORDINATORS

Roane & Juanita Logan

214.686.5577 (c)

jlogan@boardwalkag.com

DATES-LINE EDITORS

Charlie & Pat Jenkins

903.463.1516 (h)

dates@ntsk8.com

RIDE COORDINATORS

Bruce Hudson & Carol Croy

214.320.8708 (h)

HudsonCroy@sbcglobal.net

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR Linda & Kevin Vinson

972.625.6110 (h)

linda.vinson@eds.com

TREASURERS

John McManus & Brenda Cole

214.321.6085 (h)

john_j_mcmanus@yahoo.com

SECRETARY

Harry & Janette Thompson

817.358.0820 (h)

hjthompson@comcast.net

WEB SITE

Kevin & Linda Vinson

HOT-LINE

Dallas Area

214.352.7446 (b)

http://www.doubledates.com

HOT-LINE

Out of Town

1.800.875.5662 (b)

HOT-LINE
DATES1 E-mail Distribution

Night (Warren & Audre Casteel)
Warren & Audre Casteel

972.596.8206 (h)
972.596.8206 (h)

DOUBLE
warren@casteelsign.com
warren@casteelsign.com
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It’s that time of year again, time to renew your Double
DATES membership for 2007.
2007 DOUBLE DATES RENEWAL
It is time to renew your membership. Renew NOW and participate with DATES members in 2007.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fill in the name and address information below. (PLEASE PRINT)
Read and sign the Liability Release. All riders over the age of 18 must sign.
Make out a check for $18.00 payable to “DOUBLE DATES”
Send your renewal form to:
Kevin & Linda Vinson
7013 Fox Drive
The Colony, Texas 75056-4458

Captain:

Stoker:

Street
Home Ph:

Apt. #

City:

Work Ph:

State:
Fax:

Zip:

E-mail:

Check here to receive an electronic version of DATES-LINE newsletter; hard copy will not be mailed.
Check here if you are interested in becoming a “Bike Buddy” to a new member team.

LIABILITY RELEASE
All riders must sign a waiver of claim below to become members of DOUBLE DATES. Parents or guardians must sign for riders under 18 years of
age.
I acknowledge that by signing this document, I am releasing the DOUBLE DATES, its members, officers, and agents from liability. This release is a
contract with legal consequences, and I have read it carefully before signing.
I acknowledge that cycling is an inherently dangerous sport and fully realize the dangers of participating in group rides. I fully assume the risks
associated with such participation.
For myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, assignees, and successors in interest (collectively “Successors”), I hereby
waive, release, discharge, hold harmless, promise not to sue, and indemnify the Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts, its members, ride leaders and
officers (collectively the “Released Parties”) from any and all rights and claims including claims arising from the released parties’ own
negligence, gross negligence or intentional conduct, which I have or which may hereafter accrue to me, and from any and all damages which may
be sustained by me directly or indirectly in connection with, or arising out of, my participation in or association with an event sponsored by
Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts.
I understand and agree that situations may arise during a ride, which may be beyond the immediate control of the leader(s), and I must
continually ride so as to endanger neither others nor myself. I accept responsibility for the conditions and adequacy of my own bicycle
equipment. I will wear a helmet that satisfies the requirements of the ANSI Snell regulations that can protect against serious head injury, and I
assume all responsibility and liability for the selection of such a helmet. I have no physical or medical condition, which to my knowledge would
endanger others or myself if I participate in Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts rides or would interfere with my ability to participate in such rides.
I agree that should I or my successors assert my claim in contravention of this agreement, the asserting party shall be liable for the expenses
(including legal fees) incurred by the other party or parties in defending.
I understand that a parent or responsible adult must accompany all riders under the age of 18 on any Dallas Area Tandem Enthusiasts ride. If I
am a minor, my parent or guardian also is signing on my behalf and we both agree to be bound by the terms of this waiver and release.
SIGNATURES OF ALL RIDERS
, Captain

Age

Date

, Stoker

Age

Date

, Other rider

Age

Date

, Other rider

Age

Date
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